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BOLLETTINO UFFICIALE
INFORMAZIONI

I1 Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo ¢ pubblicato in L'Aquila dalla Presidenza della Giunta Regionale presso cui ha sede il
setrvizio Bollettino che ne cura la ditrezione, la redazione e 1'amministrazione.

Le uscite sono differenziate a seconda del contenuto.
11 Bollettino Ordinario si compone di 3 parti:

I° PARTE: dove vengono pubblicate le leggi e i regolamenti della Regione, i decreti del Presidente della Giunta e del Consiglio e gli
atti degli Organi regionali - integralmente o in sintesi - che possono interessatre la generalita dei cittadini.

II° PARTE: dove vengono pubblicate le leggi e gli atti dello Stato che interessano la Regione.

III° PARTE: dove vengono pubblicati gli annunci e gli altri avvisi di interesse della Regione o di terzi la cui inserzione - gratuita o
a pagamento - ¢ prevista da leggi e da regolamenti della Regione e dello Stato (nonché quelli liberamente richiesti dagli interessati).

Nei Supplementi vengono pubblicati tutti gli atti riguardanti il personale regionale, gli avvisi e i bandi di concorso interno.
Questa tipologia di bollettino non ¢ inclusa nell'abbonamento.

In caso di necessita si pubblicano altresi numeri Straordinari e Speciali.
ABBONAMENTO

Gli abbonamenti al Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo hanno decorrenza dal 1° Gennaio al 31 Dicembre. Il costo annuale ¢ di €
198,38 da versare sul c.c.p. n® 12101671 specificando nella causale: "Nuovo abbonamento". L'attivazione dell'abbonamento decorrera non
prima della ricezione da parte della Redazione dell'attestazione di pagamento. Al fine di velocizzare la pratica & consigliabile inviare copia del
versamento effettuato alla Redazione tramite fax al numero 0862 363574.

A seguito delle modifiche alla LR. 63/1999 (art.12 L.R. n° 34 del 1 Ottobre 2007 - art.1 comma 113 L.R. n° 16 del 21 Novembre 2008), si
comunica che "L’accesso al Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo, per via informatica, ¢ consentito gratuitamente a tutti i
cittadini, i dati acquisiti non rivestono carattere di ufficialita e legalita"

INSERZIONI

La pubblicazione di avvisi, bandi, deliberazioni, decreti ed altri atti in generale (anche quelli emessi da organi regionali) per conto di Enti,
Aziende, Consorzi ed altri soggetti ¢ effettuata a pagamento, tranne i casi in cui tali atti siano di interesse esclusivo della Regione e dello Stato.

Le richieste di pubblicazione di avvisi, bandi ecc. devono essere indirizzate con tempestivita ed esclusivamente alla:
Direzione del Bollettino Ufficiale - Via Leonardo da Vinci - 67100 L’Aquila - ¢/o Palazzo Silone - Container n. 3

11 testo da pubblicare deve pervenire:

e in originale o copia conforme regolarizzata ai fini del bollo;
e munito della ricevuta del versamento sul c.c.p. n® 12101671 intestato a: Regione Abruzzo - Bollettino Ufficiale - 67100 L'Aquila,
pet un importo variabile in relazione all'atto da pubblicare e calcolato in base a quanto di seguito riportato:
- per titoli ed oggetto che vanno in neretto pati a € 1,81 a rigo (foglio uso bollo massimo 61 battute)
- per testo di ciascuna inserzione pari a €.1,47 a rigo (foglio uso bollo massimo 61 battute);
e in formato elettronico tramite e-mail all'inditizzo bura@tegione.abruzzo.it

Per le scadenze da prevedere nei bandi ¢ necessario che i termini vengano fissati partendo dalla "data di pubblicazione sul B.UR.A.".
AVVERTENZE

¢ Gli abbonamenti e le Inserzioni vengono effettuati esclusivamente tramite c.c.p. n® 12101671 intestato a:
Regione Abruzzo - Bollettino Ufficiale - 67100 L'Aquila. - n. fax 0862 363574
e Costo fascicolo o Arretrati, solo se disponibili, fino a 190 pagine: € 1,40 oltre € 0,90 per eventuali spese di spedizione
e Costo fascicolo o Arretrati, solo se disponibili, supetiore a 190 pagine: € 2,80 oltre € 1,40 per eventuali spese di spedizione
e Le richieste dei numeri mancanti non verranno esaudite trascorsi 60 giorni dalla data di pubblicazione
e Unico punto vendita: Ufficio B.U.R.A. - Via Leonardo da Vinci - 67100 L’Aquila - ¢c/o Palazzo Silone - Container n. 3
e Orario per il pubblico: dal lunedi al venerdi dalle ore 9.00 alle ore 13.00 ed il martedi e giovedi pomeriggio dalle 15.30 alle 17.30
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PARTE Il

AVVISI, CONCORSI, INSERZIONI

GIUNTA REGIONALE D'ABRUZZO
DIREZIONE AFFARI DELLA PRESIDENZA,
POLITICHE LEGISLATIVE E
COMUNITARIE, PROGRAMMAZIONE,
PARCHI, TERRITORIO, VALUTAZIONI
AMBIENTALI, ENERGIA
SERVIZIO ATTIVITA" INTERNAZIONALI
AUTORITA DI GESTIONE IPA ADRIATIC
CBC PROGRAMME

DELIBERAZIONE 13.07.2009, n. 356:
Programma di Cooperazione Transfron-

taliera IPA-Adriatico: approvazione degli

schemi di Bando per Progetti ordinari.

LA GIUNTA REGIONALE

Premesso che alla Regione Abruzzo e stato
conferito l'incarico di Autorita di Gestione del
Programma di Cooperazione Transfrontaliera
IPA-Adriatico (di seguito denominato "Pro-
gramma') nell’ambito della Componente Tran-
sfrontaliera dello Strumento Finanziario IPA
2007-2013, che interessa le 7 Regioni Adriati-
che Italiane (RAI), Abruzzo, Emilia - Romagna,
Friuli Venezia Giulia, Marche, Molise, Puglia,
Veneto ed alcuni territori degli Stati di Albania,
Bosnia - Erzegovina, Croazia, Grecia, Monte-
negro, Serbia e Slovenia;

Richiamati:

- il Regolamento (CE) 11 luglio 2006, n.
1083/2006 (1), recante disposizioni generali
sul Fondo europeo di sviluppo regionale, sul
Fondo sociale europeo e sul Fondo di coe-
sione e che abroga il regolamento (CE) n.
1260/1999;

- il Regolamento (CE) 17 luglio 2006, n.
1085/2006 che istituisce uno strumento di
assistenza preadesione (IPA);Reg. (CE) 12
giugno 2007, n. 718/2007;

- il Regolamento (CE) 12 giugno 2007, n.
718/2007 che attua il regolamento (CE) n.
1085/2006 del Consiglio, che istituisce uno
strumento di assistenza preadesione (IPA);

- il Regolamento (CE, Euratom) n. 1605/
2002, il Regolamento (CE, Euratom) n.
2342/2002 e la Decisione C(2006) 117 della
Commissione, del 24 gennaio 2006 (abroga-
ta e sostituita dalla Decisione della Com-
missione C (2007) 2034);

Dato atto dell’approvazione del Programma
Operativo del Programma di Cooperazione
Transfrontaliera IPA-Adriatico da parte della
Commissione Europea, giusta comunicazione
della relativa Decisione in data 25 marzo 2008
C(2008)1073;

Dato atto che nella riunione del 19 maggio
2009 il Comitato Congiunto Direttivo del Pro-
gramma di Cooperazione Transfrontaliera IPA-
Adriatico ha provveduto ad approvare il testo
definitivo dei bandi per la presentazione delle
proposte progettuali a valere sui fondi del Pro-
gramma di Cooperazione Transfrontaliera IPA-
Adriatico allegati alla presente deliberazione
quali parti integranti e sostanziali (All. 1, 2 e 3);

Vista la sintesi del verbale della predetta
riunione del Comitato Congiunto Direttivo del
Programma di Cooperazione Trasfrontaliera
IPA-Adriatico, allegata alla presente delibera-
zione quale parte integrante e sostanziale
(All. 4);

Ritenuto, pertanto, necessario procedere
all’approvazione degli schemi dei bandi per
progetti ordinari, allegati alla presente delibera-
zione quali parti integranti e sostanziali
(All. 1,2 e 3);

Ritenuto, altresi, necessario provvedere con
urgenza alla pubblicazione dei bandi per pro-
getti ordinari, al fine di permettere la presenta-
zione delle proposte progettuali, sul B.U.R.A. e
sui seguenti siti web: Official Journal of the
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European Union: sul sito informatico Europe-
Aid
(https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europaid/onlinese
rvices/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome);

WWW.0ICS.it; www.interregadriatico.it;
www.regione.abruzzo.it;

Dato atto che il Dirigente del Servizio Atti-
vita Internazionali, mediante I’apposizione della
propria firma in calce al presente provvedimen-
to, ha espresso parere favorevole in ordine alla
regolarita tecnica e amministrativa e sotto il
profilo di legittimita del medesimo;

A voti unanimi espressi nelle forme di leg-
g€,

DELIBERA

Per quanto espresso in premessa:

1. di approvare gli schemi dei bandi per pro-
getti ordinari per la presentazione di propo-
ste progettuali finanziate nell’ambito del
Programma di Cooperazione Transfrontalie-
ra IPA-Adriatico, per un ammontare totale
di finanziamento pari ad € 75.000.000,00
(settantacinquemilioni/00) allegati alla pre-
sente deliberazione quali parti integranti e
sostanziali (All. 1, 2 e 3);

2. di dare mandato al Dirigente del Servizio
Attivita Internazionali, in qualita di Autorita
di Gestione del Programma di Cooperazione

Transfrontaliera IPA-Adriatico, di assumere
ogni successivo atto necessario alla compiu-
ta attuazione di quanto stabilito nel presente
atto, ivi compresa la pubblicazione dei ban-
di e le eventuali modifiche alla documenta-
zione apportate dalla  Commissione
Europea;

. di trasmettere il presente atto agli Stati di

Albania, Bosnia - Erzegovina, Croazia, Gre-
cia, Montenegro, Serbia e Slovenia ed alle
altre Regioni Adriatiche Italiane affinché
assumano gli atti di relativa competenza;

. di trasmettere il presente provvedimento di

attuazione delle Politiche Comunitarie della
Regione Abruzzo, ai sensi dell’art. 173 della
L.R. n. 15 del 26.04.2004, alla VI Commis-
sione Consiliare permanente;

. di disporre la pubblicazione integrale del

presente atto sul B.U.R.A. e dei bandi per
Progetti ordinari per la presentazione di
proposte progettuali finanziate nell’ambito
del Programma di Cooperazione Transfron-
taliera IPA-Adriatico, sui seguenti siti web:
Official Journal of the European Union:
sul sito informatico EuropeAid
(https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/onli
neservices/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome);
WWW.0ICS.it; www.interregadriatico.it;
Www.regione.abruzzo.it.

Seguono allegati
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Call for proposals

| §. 1. CONTEXT

The IPA is the financial instrument established by the European Union (EC Regulation n. 1085/2006)
to assist the Candidate Countries and the Potential Candidate Countries (beneficiary Countries) in
their progressive alignment with the standards and policies of the European Union, including where
appropriate the acquis communattaire, with a view to membership.

The Component It of IPA finances initiatives of cross-border cooperation among Member States and
beneficiary Countries, in order to promote good and neighbouring relations, foster stability, security
and prosperity in the mufual interest of all the Countries concerned, and to encourage their
harmonious, balanced and sustainable development.

The Adriatic Basin is a very important cooperation area for the European Union, for all coastal
Members (Greece, ltaly and Slovenia) and Non-Member States (Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serhia), because of the close historical, geographical, cultural, social and
econamic linkages.

The IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation (CBC) Programme (hereafter, “Programme”) aims at
strengthening the sustainable development capacity of the Adriatic Region through an agreed strategy
of actions among the partners of the eligible territories.

This Call for proposals concerns the applications for ordinary projects within the Priority 1 of the
Programme: "“Economic, social and institutional cooperation” and according to rules and procedures
established in the Implementation Manual approved by the Joint Monitoring Committee.

| §. 2. RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROCEDURE

According to the IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Operational Programme, the responsible for
the procedures management of this Call for proposals is the Abruzzo Region —Presidency Affairs
Directorate — International Activities Service and its representative Mrs, Giovanna Andreola, as
Managing Authority of the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme.

l §. 3. PRIORITY, MEASURES AND OBJECTIVES

This Call for proposals concerns the Pricrity 1 of the Pragramme: “Economic, social and institutional
cooperation”. it aims at strengthening research and innovation to facilitate development of the Adriatic
area through economic, social and institutional cooperation. Economic, social and institutional
cooperation is intended to develop research and innovation capacity, creation and application of
knowledge. This Priority is central because it is aimed at growing and generating competitiveness in
the territoriat and productive economic systems.

The Priority 1 is divided in 4 Measures:

¢ Measure 1.1 “Research and innovation™: it aims at improving research capacity by rising
competence levels, encouraging transfer of innovation by the creation of networks among the
entrepreneurial, institutional, academic, fraining and research sectors, and principally by
promoating joint activities.

o Measure 1.2 “Financial support to innovative SMEs": it aims at encouraging the territorial and
productive systems to invest in research and innovation by offering new and diversified financial
instruments.

¢ Measure 1.3 “Social, health and labour nefworks™: it aims at creating new cooperation
networks in sacial, labour and health policies and strengthening existing ones.

¢ Measure 1.4 “Institutional cooperation”: it aims at promoting innovative services to the
citizenry through the exchange of technical and government expertise and best practice between
the governments and local/public authorities.

Applicants must clearly refer only to one Measure of the Priority 1, the missing or the unclear
indication of the Measure shall lead to the rejection of the project.
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Call for proposals

‘ §. 4. BUDGET OF THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The Priority 1 budget allocated for this Call for proposals is EUR 25,000,000.00 (twenty five million
EUR), of which EUR 21,250,000.00 (85%) ensured by Community IPA funds and EUR 3,750,000.00
{15%) ensured by the public national co-financing.

The Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) and the Managing Authority reserve the right not to grant all
available funds in this Call, if the number of project proposals that satisfy all selection and evaluation
criteria received is insufficient.

‘ §. 5. THE PROGRAMME ELIGIBLE AREA AND THE LOCATION OF ACTIVITIES

The Programme eligible area consists of the NUTS 3 territories of the participating EU Member States
(Greece, ltaly, Slovenia) and the equivalent level territories of the participating Candidate Country
(Croatia) and the Potential Candidate Countries {Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mentenegro) on
the Adriatic Sea. Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory under a phasing out
condition; it means that Serbian Beneficiaries shall participate only in the projects that develop
institutional cooperation initiatives.

According to the Article 97 of IPA Implementing Regulation, the Programme admits derogations to the
territorial eligibility rule for adjacent areas to eligible territories, up to the limit of 20% of the amount of
the Community contribution to the Programme. It means that the JMC reserves the right not to admit
the estimated budget (or part of it) of Beneficiaries in territorial derogation, if the Programme budget
exceeds the above-mentioned financial limit.

The detailed list of the eligible territories (with the territorial derogations) is the following:

o Greece: Kerkyra and Thesprotia.

o Italy: Gorizia, Trieste, Udine, Padova, Rovigo, Venezia, Ferrara, Forll-Cesena, Ravenna, Rimini,
Ancona, Ascoli Piceno, Macerata, Pesaro-Urbino, Chieti, Pescara, Terame, Campobasso, Bari,
Brindisi, Foggia, and Lecce. Territorial derogation: L'Aquila, Pordenone, Isernia, and Taranto.

Slovenia: Obalno-kraska. Territorial derogation: Goriska regija and Notranjsko-kraska regija.

Croatia: Dubrovnik-Neretva, Istra;Lika-Senj; Primorje-Gorski kotar; Sibenik-Knin; Split-Dalmatia,
and Zadar. Territorial derogation: Karlovac County.

o  Albania: Fier, Durrés, Lezh&, Shkodér, Tirang, and Vioré.

o Bosnia_and Herzegovina: Bile¢a, Capljina, Citluk, Gacko, Grude, Jablanica, Konjic, Kupres,
livno, Ljubinje, Ljubuski, Mostar, Neum, Nevesinje, Posusje, Prozor/Rama, Ravno, Siroki Brijeg,
Stolac, Berkovi¢i, Tomislavgrad, Trebinje, and Istoéni Mostar. Territorial derogation. Sarajevo
Economic Region, North-West Economic Region, and Central Bih Economic Region.

¢ Montenegro: Bar, Budva, Cetinje, Danilovgrad, Herceg Novi, Kotor, Niksi¢, Podgorica, and Ulcinj,
Tivat. Territorial derogation: Plievija, Bijelo Polje, Berane, RoZafe, Plav, Andrijevica, KolaSin,
Mojkovac, Savnik, Zabljak, and PluZine.

o Serbia: whole territory {phasing out condition).

The Beneficiaries must have a registered office in the Programme area.

An exception to this general rule is the case of those national and regicnal public authorities, or bodies
governed by public law, which have administrative competences in the eligible area but are located
outside of it {(e.g.. ministries, regional offices, etc.): Beneficiaries from participating Countries
belonging to these categories are considered as partners located in the Programme area. Universities
located outside Programme area can participate as Beneficiaries as well, if they have a relevant
faculty on the eligible territories.

As general principle, the operation must be implemented in the Programme cooperation area above
described.

At project level, in exceptional cases, expenditure incurred by partners located outside the Programme
area as defined above may be eligible, if the project could only achieve its objectives with that
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partner's participation and the activities are carried out for the benefit of the Programme area (art.
97.2, Reg. (EC) 718/2007).

In well justified cases, project activities (i.e. organization of transnational meetings, etc.) can be
implemented in the cities where the EU institutions are located (i.e. Brussels, Strasbourg, etc.}; the
relative expenditures are eligible only if they are incurred by eligible Beneficiaries and for activities
carried out in the institutional Offices of the States, Regions and other relevant Public Authority
involved in the project.

‘ §. 6. ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES

The following categories of Beneficiaries are eligible for project application and funding under this Call
for proposals:

¢ Public bodies: national, regional, local authorities and other public bodies, established and
governed under public law.

o Bodies governed by public law: pursuant to the Article 1.9 of Directive 2004/1B/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004, a body governed by public law means
any body:

a) established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general interest, not having an
industrial or commercial character,

b) having legal personality and

C) financed, for the most part, by the State, regional or local authorities, or other bodies
governed by public law; or subject to management supervision by those bodies; or having
an administrative, managerial or supervisory board, more than half of whose members are
appointed by the State, regional or local authorities, or by other bodies governed by public
law.

o Private organizations, including private companies: any organization (non profit and profit
making) funded by private law can be eligible partner and receive IPA funds. Under this Call for
proposals, profit making organizations mean only Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs),
according to the Commission Recommendation C(2003) 1422. SMEs can not act as Lead
Beneficiaries. Serbian SMEs are not eligible as project Beneficiaries.

International organizations are eligible neither as Lead Beneficiary nor as Beneficiaries under this Call
for proposals. Therefore, they can participate in a project as Associates (see the next§ 7).

Financial assistance to project Beneficiaries constituted under public or private law and acting in the
market as an economic operator will be granted by [PA Adriatic CBC Programme under the de
minimis rule, according to the EC Regulation n. 1988/2006.

The de minimis rule requirements imply that undertakings (i.e. private organizations, together with
public authorities and bodies governed by public law developing economic activities on the market) will
anly be granted aid if they have not received an amount of de minimis aids totalling more than 200.000
EUR over a three-year financial period. This threshold is reduced to 100.000 EUR in the road
transport sector, 30,000 EUR in fishery and aguaculture sector, 7.500 EUR in agricultural sector.

The Regulation 1998/2006 applies to aid granted to operators in all sectors, with the exception of:

o Aid granted to operators in the fishery and aquaculture {in these cases the Reg. EC 875/2007 is
applied).

e Aid granted to operators in the primary production of agricultural products (in these cases the
Reg. EC 1535/2007 is applied).

o Aid granted to operators in the processing and marketing of agricuitural products (in certain
cases).

o Aid to export-related activities towards third countries or Member States.
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o Aid contingent upon the use of domestic over imported goods.
o Aid granted to operators active in the coal sector

o Aid for the acquisition of road freight transport vehicles granted fo undertakings performing road
freight transport for hire or reward.

o Aid granted to undertakings in difficulty.

The public assistance, which is allowed up to the 200.000 EUR ceiling {or up to 100.000 EUR in road
transport sector or up to different ceilings for other fields, as detailed in the Applicants’ Manual),
includes all aid granted under the de minimis framework by the national, regional or local authorities,
regardiess whether the resources are provided from domestic sources or are partly financed by the
European Union. The ceilings apply to aid of all kinds, irrespective of the form it takes or the objective
pursued.

In accordance with the Article 90.6 of the EC Regulation n. 718/2006, the ceilings on State aid must
be observed by Beneficiaries both from the EU Member States and the EU-non Member States
participating in the Programme.

The Serbian Beneficiaries’ participation is limited fo joint projects in the field of institutional
cooperation. It means that Serbian Beneficiaries can act as project Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiary only
in the project covering the following relevant areas of Priority 1; Science and Research, Health,
Environment, Education, Economy and Regional Development, Governance and Public
Administration, Sport. The Serbian SMEs cannot act as project Beneficiaries.

In case of Serbian Beneficiaries' participation does not cover the above-mentioned sectors, the JMC
will reserve the right to reject the whole project or to require the exclusion of the Serbian Beneficiary
as financial partner.

All Beneficiaries must belong to one of the above-mentioned categories and have a registered office in
the Programme eligible area or being in one of the conditions described in the previous paragraph 5.
In case one or more Beneficiaries do not fulfil all these requirements, the project shall be rejected.

} §. 7. THE PARTNERSHIP

The minimum partnership established for an IPA Adriatic CBC project must involve at least one
Beneficiary from one EU Member State (eligible territories of Greece, Italy and Slovenia) and one
Beneficiary from one Candidate or Potential Candidate Countries (eligible territories of Albania,
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia).

Projects which include Beneficiaries from Member States only or from (potential) Candidate Countries
only are not admissible and will be rejected.

As basic rule, partnership from only territories covered by other CBC programmes financed with EU
funds are not allowed. With regards to the participation of Slovenia, Greece, Albania and Croatia in the
Programme, the following cross-border partnerships are not eligible:

o the Obalno—kraska region in Slovenia and the Istarska zupanija and/or the Primorsko-goranska
Zupanija counties in Croatia;

o the Thesprotia and/or the Corfu prefectures in Greece and the Vlore region (districts of Viore and
Saranda) in Albania.

In order to be considered eligible under the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme, a project with the above-
mentioned partnership must involve also at least a Beneficiary either from another eligible Member
State or another Candidate or Potential Candidate Country.

In order to optimize the project management, the JMC suggests to build a partnership of no more of
15 Beneficiaries.

According to the Article 88 of EC Regulation n. 718/2007, the final Beneficiaries of an operation shall
appoint a Lead Beneficiary among themselves prior to the submission of the proposal for the
operation. The Lead Beneficiary shall assume the following responsibilities:
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o it shall lay down the arrangements for its relations with the final Beneficiaries participating in the
operation in an agreement comprising, inter alia, provisions guaranteeing the sound financial
management of the funds allocated to the operation, inciuding the arrangements for recovering
amounts unduly paid;

o it shall be responsible for ensuring the implementation of the entire operation;

o it shall be responsible for transferring the Community contribution to the final Beneficiaries
participating in the operation;

o it shall ensure that the expenditure presented by the final Beneficiaries participating in the
operation has been paid for the purpose of implementing the operation and corresponds to the
activities agreed between the final Beneficiaries participating in the operation;

o it shall verify that the expenditure presented by the final Beneficiaries participating in the operation
has been validated by the controllers referred to in Article 108 of the EC Regulation n. 718/2007.

All eligible Beneficiaries can act as Lead Beneficiary of a project, with the exception of the SMEs, that
are eligible only as final Beneficiaries. If the Lead Beneficiary of a project selected for funding Is a
private organization (different from SMEs), at the moment of the Subsidy Contract signature, it will be
required to provide proof that a financial guarantee is in force (in a form accepted by the Managing
Authority). The guarantee shall be issued for the total Programme contribution allocated to the project
and be valid until the final reimbursement by the Programme is made..

All project partners are final Beneficiaries of the Programme funds and must have an active role in the
project. The Lead Beneficiary or other Beneficiaries cannot act as intermediaries in the project or as a
supplier (i.e. contractor or sub-contractor that provides services and products against payment).

The participation of organizations as "Associates” without financial contribution from the Programme is
allowed. The Associates do not have to respect the eligibility rules established for the project
Beneficiaries and can be located also outside the Programme area. As they are not Programme funds
Beneficiaries, the Associates cannot be considered for the fulfilment of the partnership requirements.
The Associates have to be clearly identified in the project proposal, and their functions have to be
indicated in the project description; they cannot act as supplier in the implementation of the project.
Therefore, the Associates participation in a project meeting with the reimbursement of the relative
expenditures from the Programme is possible only if these costs are incurred by one project
Beneficiary..

‘ §. 8. PROJECT S1ZE AND CO-FINANCING RATES

The total project budget for ordinary projects must respect the following thresholds:
o Minimum totai budget: 500,000.00 EUR.

o Maximum total budget: 5,000,000.00 EUR.

Each Beneficiary budget cannot exceed 60% of the total project budget and must have a minimum
total budget of 100,000 EUR otherwise the project will be rejected.

Total budget includes the IPA funds, the national public co-financing and Beneficiary's additional
funding, if required according to the rules described below. In case the project does not fulfil the
above-mentioned financial limits, it shali be rejected.

The IPA co-financing rate covers up to 85% of the fotal public cost (Programme contribution). 15% of
the total public cost (Programme contribution) shall be ensured by the public national co-financing
rate, ensured by each project Beneficiaries, according to the system applied by each participating
Country:

- Beneficiaries from Greece and Italy with public and private status and bedies governed by public
law will receive public national co-financing by State funds,
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- Public bodies and bodies governed by public law Beneficiaries from Slovenia must co-finance a
share of 5% of their public national co-financing amount with their own public resources; 10% of
public co-financing left over will be guaranteed by the State.

- Private Beneficiaries from Slovenia will receive 15% of public national contribution by the State
against their own contribution of 5% of the total budget.

- Beneficiaries with public status and bodies governed by public law Beneficiaries from Albania,
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia must co-finance whole 15% of their public
costs from their own funds or other public resources.

- Private Beneficiaries from Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia must
guarantee that their 15% share will be ensured by a public body (at national, regional, local level);
they can not contribute with their own funds to the public national co-financing.

On the understanding what states upon, if Beneficiaries' project activities can be considered as State
aid relevant, the maximum grant will be calculated in compliance with the de minimis regime, In this
case, the Beneficiary must ensure 15% of the total budget.

Each Beneficiary must precisely indicate the source of its public co-financing in the Letter of intents,
otherwise the project will be rejected.

A maximum Programme contribution awarded for project will be established in the Subsidy Contract.
Even if the reported expenditures of the project exceeds the budget stated in the Subsidy Contract,
the Programme contribution amount will not be increased.

‘ 8. 9. CONTENTS OF THE PROPOSALS

Project proposals must be completed in English in all its sections, using exclusively the specific forms
included in the Applicaticn Pack provided by the Programme, and attached to this Call for proposals.
The total or partial missing of the above-mentioned requirements shall lead to the rejection of the
project proposal.

A project must be referred only to one specific Measure of the Priority 1; the missing or the unclear
indication of the Measure shall lead to the rejection of the project.

The Application Pack and the Applicants’ Manual are available for downloading on the Programme
website; www.interregadriatico.it.

Beneficiaries should ensure that the financial size of the project truly reflects the activities foreseen in
the work plan and it is based on the principles of sound financial management. The estimated budget
must be indicated in EUR, also by Beneficiaries from Countries with a different currency.

According to the Article 95.2 of the Regulation (EC) n. 718/20086, project partners must cooperate in at
least one of the following ways and justify clearly the choice in the project description:

o Joint development: it means that project must be planned out by the cross-border partnership.
Beneficiaries from the different Countries confribute to identify project shared objectives, results,
output, activities, budget and timing. The Lead Beneficiary might coordinate this process.

o Joint implementation;: it means that project must be carried out throughout a close linkage and
collaboration between cross-border Beneficiaries, ensuring the coordination of the respective
tasks and activities in terms of contents, planning, timing and quality of outcomes. An efficient
shared project management system shall be appointed under the Lead Beneficiaries
responsibility.

o Joint staffing: it means that project partners have a defined role and allocate staff to fulfil this
role (e.g. one joint project manager, one joint financial manager, etc.). That staff will be
responsible for project activities in all Countries involved. Unnecessary duplications of functions in
different partner organizations should be avoided.

o Joinf financing: it means that the project has a joint budget with funding allocated to partners
according to the planned activities. Programme reimbursement will be made to the bank account



Pag. 14 Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo Anno XL - N. 31 Speciale (31.07.2009)

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2007 - 2013

Call for proposals

of the Lead Beneficiary. The Lead Beneficiary is responsible for administration and distribution of
these funds and for reporting on their use.

The project duration must not exceed 36 months. This limit applies for the operative phase of the
project and does not comprise the preparation phase.

The Applicant should foresee at least an allocation of 30% of the total project budget by the 31
October 2010.

| §.10. ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES

As general rule, expenditures are eligible for Beneficiaries from Greece, ltaly and Slovenia if incurred
on or after the 1% January 2007, and for Beneficiaries from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro and Serbia if incurred after the signature of the Financing Agreement between each of
these Countries and the European Commission.

To be considered eligible by the Pragramme, the costs must be incurred in compliance with the rules
about the Programme eligible area and the location of activities, as established in the § 5 of this Call
for proposals and in the Applicants' Manual.

in the framework of this Call for proposals, expenditures are eligible as follow:

o Project preparation costs: they can only be eligible for those projects finally approved for
funding. These costs must relate exclusively to preparation activities carried out:

~ by Beneficiaries from EU eligible Countries, from the 1% January 2007 to the day of submission
of the project application;

- by Beneficiaries from extra-EU States, from the date of the signature of the financing
agreement between each of these Countries and the European Commission to the day of
submission of the project proposal.

The Beneficiaries must include the preparation costs in the Application Form, pay these
expenditures before the submission of the first progress report and show the direct connection to
the approved project. To be eligible, the preparation costs cannot exceed 2% of the approved total
budget.

The preparation costs must be incurred only for the following activities:
- finalization of the application documents (staff costs and external expertise);

~ joint meetings for the preparation of the project (travels, accommodation, meeting and events
costs),

- preparatory studies, analysis and researches for activities to be carried on within the project
(staff costs, external expertise).

The above-mentioned activities must respect the eligibility rules of expenditures defined per
budget lines and described in the Applicants’ Manual. For the preparation activities overheads are
not eligible.

It is highlighted that in case of Beneficiaries fall into the de minimis regime, the preparation costs
are not eligible.

o Project implementation costs: they are eligible from the date of approval of the project by the
JMC to its closing date, as defined in the approved Application Form. At the earliest, costs are
eligible from the day of publication of the Call for proposals, provided that this day is the official
start of the project. In this case, Beneficiaries may decide at their own risk to start the
implementation activities before the project is finally selected for granting. It is highlighted that in
case of Beneficiaries fall into the de minimis regime, the implementation costs shall be eligible at
the earliest from the closing date of the Call for proposals.
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The eligible costs categories are the following:
~ Staff costs.

= Overheads.

- Travel and accommodation.

- External expertise.

- Meeting and events.

- Promotion costs.

- Equipment.

- Investments.

= Financial charges and guarantee costs,
A detailed description of the eligible expenditures is included in the Applicants' Manual. considered as
a part of this Call for proposals.

All the costs of the project budget must be expressed in EUR. The indication of expenditures with
other currencies will lead to the rejection of the project.

In any case, expenditures incurred by a Beneficiary from non-EU State can not be considered sligible
before the date of signature of the Financing Agreement between the relevant Country and the
European Commission.

] §.11. APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Project proposals must be completed in English, using the Application Form and the templates
provided by the Programme available from the official Frogramme website www.interregadriatico.it.

Applicants must not modify the templates provided by the Programme; any diversity between the
standard format of documents and the proposal applied will lead to the rejection of the project.

Only the Lead Applicant (that will be Lead Beneficiary, in case of approval) can submit the project
proposal it means that the Lead Applicant has to collect the required documents from all involved
partners.

The project application must be submitted to the IPA-Adriatic Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS) at the
latest by: 29.october.2009, by 06.00 p.m. lalian time.

The Lead Applicants and all partners must fili in the following documents included in the Application
Pack:

~ The Application Form
~ The Letter of intent.

~ The de minimis Declaration.

The Lead Applicants must submit the Application Form in both electronic and paper version and
send the hard copy of the following documents in a unique sealed envelope:

- Application Form: duly dated and signed in original handwriting by the Legal representative
(or authorized delegate) of the Lead Applicant. In case of signature by a delegate, please attach the
original of the delegation. The project will be rejected if the signature is not handwritten clearly in
original.

<10 -
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- The Letters of intent: the Lead Applicant and each Beneficiary must fill in single Letter of intent,
duly dated and signed in original handwriting by the legal representative (or authorised delegate).
All Letters of intent can be sent only by the Lead Applicant, in original or in fax copies. In case of
signature by a delegate, please attach the delegation, in original or in fax copy. All Beneficiaries
listed in the Application Form must provide a Letter of intent; if missing the project will be rejected.

- De minimis Declarations: the Lead Applicant and each Beneficiary must fill in the Declarations in
order to define its condition about the possible application of the de minimis rules. All Declarations
can be sent only by the Lead Applicant, in original or in fax copies. In case of signature by a
delegate, the delegation must be attached, in original or in fax copy.

Where fax copy is allowed, it must clearly show the date and the origin of the fax and a readable
signature.

The Lead Applicant must include in the project envelope an electronic version of the Application Farm
(in the excel form), using an electronic devise (CDs Rom, DVDs, USB pen-drive, etc.). The missing of
the electronic version shall lead to the rejection of the project proposal.

The complete project proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked as following:

"IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperalion Programme - 1 Call for Proposals
Project application for Priority 1 — Measure XX

Lead Appiicant: (denomination and address)

Acronym of the project proposal

Do not open’,

and sent to the following address:

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme
Joint Technical Secretariat -

Via Leonardo Da Vinci, n. 6 — Palazzo Silone
I-67100, L'Aquila

ITALY

by one of the following modalities:

- by registered mail by the 29/10/2009: in this case the post office stamp will constitute proof of
compliance with the deadline given above.

- by express courier services: in this case, the envelop must arrive by the 29/10/2009, 6.00 p.m.
ltalian local time to the JTS's premises. The date of receipt will be noted by the JTS and
cammunicated to the Lead Applicant by e-mail.

If the project proposal hard copy includes one or more documents in fax copies, the Lead Applicant
must collect the original of these documents and send them to the JTS with the same modalities and
rules described above (by registered mail or express courier). The documents must arrive to the JTS's
premises within 20 calendar days from the calt deadline. Any delay will cause the project rejection.

Faxed documents must be identical to the originals. If the capies and the original versions are clearly
not the same documents (i.e. different signatures, date, etc.) the project will be rejected.

All the rules established far the project application under this paragraph 11 are relevant for the formal
eligibility check, as described in the following paragraph.

t §. 12, SELECTION PROCEDURE AND EVALUATION CRITERIA

The Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) is responsible for the project evaluation and approval. The
JMC is supported by the Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS), and carries out its functions with the
assistance of the National/regional authorities and, if necessary, of external experis.

Project proposals evaluation procedure consists of 2 steps:

-19 -
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o Formal assessment: the formal assessment is made by the Joint Technical Secretariat, under
the responsibility of the Joint Monitoring Committee. This procedure foresees 2 levels of control:
the formal eligibility check and the admissibility check.

A Formal eligibility check: at first, the JTS will check the applications against a set of formal
eligibility criteria, as following:

§§ of the

ty criteria : Call

A) The pplication Form and its Annexes were submitted in due time both in original and
t y ) " . §11

electronic version according to the deadline set in the Call for proposals

B) The Application Form hard copy version is dated and signed in original by the legal § 11
representative of the Lead Applicant or by a duly authorised person

C) All the documents required for the Lead Applicant and the project Beneficiaries have been §11
pravided in the duly forms

D} The project proposal clearly indicates the Measure to which it is referred §9

E) The project proposal is in English language in all its parts and sections §11

F) The project proposal is fully compliant with all other rules of the application procedure of the §11
Call

Only applications fulfilling all the above-mentioned formal eligibility criteria will pass to the next
admissibility check.

Admissibility check: the formal eligible projects will be checked by the JTS against a set of
admissibility criteria, as following:
§§ of the

“Call/Other
~documents !

‘Admissibility critefia :

A) Project fulfils the minimm cross-border partnership required by the Programme N X¢

B) The project budget is within the financial thresholds established by the Call §8

C) Beneficiaries have secured the public co-financing share, according to the national co- | § 8 - Letter of
financing system, and the additional funding {(where required) intents

D) The Lead Beneficiaries and all Beneficiaries are eligible, according to the rules of this §§ 5-6
Call for proposals

E} Beneficiaries acting under a State aid regime respect the relevant disciplines and the §?_’"_’:'::": e
financial limits (de minimis regime) Declaration

F) Activities are located in eligible areas, according to the rule foreseen in this Call for §5
proposals

G) Project partners cooperate in at least one of the ways foreseen in the Art. 95.2, Reg. (EC) §9
n. 718/200

H) The project does not duplicate already financed project Letter of intent

I) The project excludes double financing Letter of intent

Only applications that fulfil all the above-mentioned admissibility criteria will pass to the next quality
assessment, Lead Applicants will be informed about the reasons of rejection at the end of the formal
assessment phase. If necessary to better achieve the formal assessment, the JTS can require
documents and integrations from Applicants in order to verify the fulfilment of the formal assessment
criteria.

-12-
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Once the check is finished, the JTS communicates the results to the JMC, with a Report on formal
assessment of all the project proposals. The JMC approves the report and the Managing Authority
with the support of the JTS communicates to the Lead Applicants the admissibility to the quality
assessment or the rejection of the project proposals. The communication must indicate the reasons of
the rejection.

o Quality assessment: the JMC is responsible for the quality assessment of the project proposals,
on the base of the following evaluation grid:

Sections/
criteria Criteria
.n. : N
A Consistency with the Programme Strategy 24
a1 Is the project in compliance with the Programme strategy, objectives and Priorities? 9
a2 Are the project objectives in compliance with the relevant EU pelicies and the horizontal issues of 5

the Programme, and are the activities and results in accordance with the relevant EU rules
(regulations, directives, etc.}?

ad Are the project objectives coherent with the national policies of the Countries participating in the 4
operation?

a4 Are the project objectives coherent with the sub-national public policies relevant for the involved 6
territories?

5] Cross-border character of the intervention 20
bt How many Adriatic Countries are present in the project? 5
b.2 What are the project impacts on the Adriatic cooperation area?

b.3 What is the joint cooperation level of the project, according to the cross-border cooperation 8
criteria (joint development, joint implementation, joint staffing, joint financing)?

c Financial and management capacity : 16
¢l Does the Lead Beneficiary have experience in cross-border or other international project [¢]

management and sufficient capacities (human resources, equipment, etc.) to ensure the good
functioning of the project and coordination of a cross-border partnership?

c.2 Do the project Beneficiaries have technical capacities and expertise in the field of action of the 6
project?

c3 Do the Beneficiaries have the experience and the capacity to manage the allocated budget for 4
the implementation of their activities?

D Quality of intervention 28

d1 Are the objectives and expected results of the project clearly defined and addressed to solve 6

specific problems of the area?

d.2 Are the activities, the work plan and the timetable clear, realistic and appropriate to achieve the 5
expected results and the objectives of the project?

d.3 Are all Beneficiaries adequate for achieving the foreseen objectives and are tasks and aclivities [{]
clearly and appropriately distributed among the Lead Beneficiary and the partners?

d4 Daoes the project establish an organized and operational management system, able to ensure the 3
adequate coordination of the partnership, the monitoring and evaluation of the activities progress,
and the communication and publicity of the operation?

4.5 Is the project innovatory and what added value does it develop? 3

d.6 Do the project activities and results have the concrete and realistic possibility to have a follow up 2
after the end of the Programme contribution?

d.7 Does the project represent a capitalization of previous cross-border cooperation experiences? 3

E Budget of the project 12

-13-
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et Does the project budget represent value for money? 7

e2 Are the estimated expenditures rationally quantified for the full and satisfactory implementation of 5
the foreseen activities?

Total score

For this Call for proposals, no specific criteria per Measure are established. All the project proposals
will be assessed on the base of the general criteria above described. The JMC carries out the quality
assessment, with the support of the JTS and the collaboration of the National/regional Authorities of
the Programme and, if necessary, of external experts.

The maximum score is 100, resulting from the sum of the points assigned for each section of the
evaluation grid.

A project proposal will not be eligible for funding if:
v it achieves a score lower than 70 points;

o it does not achieve at least half the poinis foreseen in each section of the evaluation grid.

Projects that do not fulfil both the above-mentioned minimum scores cannot be financed by the
Programme.

In case 2 or more projects have the same scores, priority will be given to projects that enhance the
higher score under the Section D *Quality of the intervention" of the evaluation grid. In case of further
equality, the priority will be given to projects with the higher score under the other Sections of the
evaluation grid, taking into account the following order of precedence: Section A "Consistency with the
programme strategy”, Section B “Cross border character of the intervention”; Section C “Financial and
management capacity”; Section E "Budget of the project’.

At the end of the evaluation procedure, the JMC elaborates and approves a single ranking list of all
the formal eligible projects for the Priority 1. The projects are financed according to the available
budget of this Call for proposals and under the conditions set by the JMC.

After the quality assessment of the project, the JTS will require to the Lead Applicant of projects
selected for funding to provide the following documents, in order to verify the eligibility of the project
Beneficiaries:

¢ Certified copy of Statute or its relevant articles of the project Beneficiaries, proving the eligibility of
each partner (public bodies will not be required to provide this document).

o Certified copy of the final budget of the last 3 years. If the organization is less than 3 years
funded, the final budget of the last 1 or 2 years must be provided (Public bodies and Bodies
governed by public law will not be required to provide this document).

o (in case) Certified copy of the national/regionalllocal official act which ensured the public national
co-financing where it is not automatically allocated by the State and it is not guaranteed by public
own resources,

These additional documents must be in English language. In case the original of the document is not
in English, the relevant Beneficiary must send a translated version in English accompanied with a
declaration (signed in original by the legal representative or an authorized substitute) of compliance
with the original.

In case the Lead Applicants do not provide the required documents in the duly form and in time, or if
the content of the documents reveals the ineligibility of one or more Beneficiaries, the project will be
rejected and cancelled from the ranking list approved by the JMC. The immediate following eligible
project in the ranking fist will be funded.

The final ranking list will be published by the Managing Authority according fo the national and
regional regulations; it will be published also in the Programme website, according to the Article 62 of
the Regulation (EC) n. 718/2008. The Managing Authority, throughout the JTS, informs the Lead
Beneficiaries about the project evaluation result.

-4 -
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| §.13. CONTRACT SIGNATURE AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

After the conclusion of the evaluation procedure, the Lead Beneficiaries of the projects selected for
funding will sign the Subsidy Contract with the Managing Authority of the Programme.

The Subsidy Contract shall determine the rights and responsibilities of the Lead Beneficiary and the
Managing Authority, the reference to the activities to be carried out, terms of funding, requirements for
reporting and financial controls, etc. The Lead Beneficiary will conclude a Partnership Agreement with
all other projects Beneficiaries. The payment of public co-financing shares will follow the rules and
procedures established by each Programme participating Countries.

In case of approval of a project with a private Lead Beneficiary, the Lead Beneficiary will be asked to
provide, before the signature of the Subsidy Contract, proof that a financial guarantee is in force. The
guarantee shall be issued for the total Programme contribution allocated to the project and be valid
until the final reimbursement by the Programme. Other details about the guarantee will be described in
the Applicant's Manual.

The contracting and implementing rules are described in the Applicants' Manual,

As general rule, the grant payments are made on a reimbursement basis. Payment claims are
transmitted by the Lead Beneficiary to the Managing Authority on behalf of the partners. Payments will
be made as soon as possible to the Lead Beneficiary's account by the Ceriifying Authority of the
Programme. Payments are made in Euros enly. It is the responsibility of the Lead Beneficiary to
distribute the funding among the partners according to the expenses presented by each partner.

The Managing Authority will assign an advance payment to the Lead Beneficiary for the project start
up, up to the limit of 15% of Community contribution allocated to the project, taking into account that
the expenditures incurred by Beneficiaries from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro and Serbia would be eligible only if that Countries signed the Financing Agreement with
EU Commission (see § 10). The advance payment is granted to Lead Beneficiaries under the
condition that the Managing Authority has yet received by the European Commission the Programme
pre-financing, according to the Article 128 of EC Regulation 718/2007.

The JMC will reserve the right to reduce the Programme contribution to projects with a level of
accounted expenditures below 30% of the fotal budget, by the 31% October 2010.

According to the Article 121 of EC Regulation n.718/2007, for the award of service, supply and work
contracts, all Beneficiaries {public as well private} of the approved and funded projects must apply the
procurement procedures for the "External aid rules” established in the Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV. of
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 and Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title [Il of Regulation {EC, Euratom)
No 2342/2002, as well as Commission Decision C (2007) 2034 of 24 May 2007 on the rules and
procedures applicable to service, supply and work contracts financed by the general budget of the
European Communities for the purposes of cooperation with third countries. These procedures will be
available on the Programme website www.interregadriatico.it.

Those provisions shall apply in the whole area of the CBC Programme, both on the Member States'
and on the Candidate and Potential Candidate Countries' territory. In case of missing or wrong
application of the above-mentioned procurement rules, the Managing Authority will reserve the right to
reduce or cancel the funds assigned to the project.

All other information concerning the grant payment and other project implementing aspects are
described in the Applicants’ Manual that is to be considered part of this Call for proposals.

| §.14. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For further information, piease visit the Programme website www.interregadriatico.it or contact the
Joint Technical Secretariat at the following addresses:

Joint Technical Secretariat

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme

Via Leonardo Da Vinci, n. 6 — Palazzo Silone

67100 L’Aquila — Italy

E-mail: info@adriaticoipa.com

-15-
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i §.15. DOCUMENTS OF REFERENCE

Before the submission of any project, it is important to refer to the following documents:

3]

Council Regulation (EC) n. 1085/2006 of 17 July 2008 establishing an Instrument for Pre-
accession Assistance (IPA Regulation}.

Commission Regulation (EC) n. 718/2007 of 12 June 2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC)
no. 1085/2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA Implementing
Regulation).

IPA Adriatic CBC Operational Programme 2007-2013, approved on 25™ March, 2008.
IPA Adriatic CBC Implementation Manual.
Applicants’ Manual — 1st Calls for proposals.

External aid rules for the award of service, supply and work contracts, established by the
European Commission and indicated in the Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV of Regulation (EC,
Euratom) No 1605/2002 and Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title Il of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No
2342/2002, as weli as Commission Decision C {2007) 2034 of 24 May 2007.

These documents can be downloaded on the Programme website at the following address:
www.interregadriatico. it.

| §.16. ANNEX j

[+}

Applicants’ Manual

- Application Farm.

Template of Letter of intent.
Template of The de minimis Declaration.

16 -
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‘ §. 1. CONTEXT

The {PA is the financial instrument established by the European Union (EC Regulation n. 1085/2008)
to assist the Candidate Countries and the Potential Candidate Countries (beneficiary Countries) in
their progressive alignment with the standards and policies of the European Union, including where
appropriate the acquis communautaire, with a view to membership.

The Component I of IPA finances initiatives of cross-border cooperation among Member States and
beneficiary Countries, in order to promote good and neighbouring relations, foster stability, security
and prosperity in the mutual interest of all the Countries concerned, and to encourage their
harmonious, balanced and sustainable development.

The Adriatic Basin is a very important cooperation area for the European Union, for all coastal
Members (Greece, ltaly and Slovenia) and Non-Member States (Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia), because of the close histerical, geographical, cultural, social and
economic linkages,

The IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation (CBC) Programme (hereafter, “Programme”) aims at
strengthening the sustainable development capacity of the Adriatic Region through an agreed strategy
of actions among the partners of the eligible territories.

This Call for proposals concerns the applications for ordinary projects within the Priority 2 of the
Programme: “Natural and Cultural Resources and Risk Prevention” and according to rules and
procedures established in the Implementation Manual approved by the Joint Monitoring Committee.

‘ §. 2. RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROCEDURE

According to the IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Operational Programme, the responsible for
the procedures management of this Call for proposals is the Abruzzo Region -Presidency Affairs
Directorate — International Activities Service and its representative Mrs. Giovanna Andreola, as
Managing Authority of the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme.

‘ 8. 3. PRIORITY, MEASURES AND OBJECTIVES

This Call for proposals concerns the Priority 2 of the Programme: “Natural and Cultural Resources and
Risk Prevention”. It aims at promating, improving and protecting natural and cultural resources through
joint management of technological and natural risks. The significant qualitative and quantitative
potential of the areas’ natural and cultural resources is considered very important and consequently
the interventions shall aim to improve, promote and protect these resources through joint maximising
use of them.

The Priority 2 is divided in 4 Measures:
¢ Measure 2.1 “Protection and enhancement of the marine and coastal environment”: it aims

at improving and protecting the coasts, also through joint management of the sea and coastal
environment, and risk prevention.

o Measure 2.2 *Natural and cultural resources management and prevention of natural and
technological risks™: it aims at strengthening institutional ability to preserve and manage the
natural and cultural heritage through regional cooperation.

o Measure 2.3 “Enerqy saving and renewable energy resources’: developing renewable energy
sources and energy conservation.

o Measure 2.4 “Sustainable tourism”; it aims at increasing international competitiveness of tourist
destinations in a sustainable way, by improving the quality of market-oriented tourist packages,
particularly emphasising natural and cultural resources.

Applicants must clearly refer only to one Measure of the Priority 2; the missing or the unclear
indication of the Measure shall lead to the rejection of the project.
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‘ §. 4. BUDGET OF THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The Priority 2 budget allocated for this Call for proposals is EUR 25,000,000.00 (twenty five million
EUR) of which EUR 21,250,000.00 (85%) ensured by Community IPA funds and EUR 3,750,000.00
(15%) ensured by the Programme public national co-financing.

The Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) and the Managing Authority reserve the right not to grant all
available funds in this Call, if the number of project proposals that satisfy all selection and evaluation
criteria received is insufficient.

i §. 5. THE PROGRAMME ELIGIBLE AREA AND THE LOCATION OF ACTIVITIES

The Programme eligible area consists of the NUTS 3 territories of the participating EU Member States
(Greece, ltaly, Slovenia) and the equivalent level territories of the participating Candidate Country
(Croatia) and the Potential Candidate Countries {Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro) on
the Adriatic Sea. Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory under a phasing out
condition: it means that Serbian Beneficiaries shall participate only in the projects that develop
institutional cooperation initiatives..

According to the Article 97 of IPA Implementing Regulation, the Programme admits derogations to the
territorial eligibility rule for adjacent areas to eligible territories, up to the limit of 20% of the amount of
the Community contribution to the Programme. It means that the JMC reserves the right not to admit
the estimated budget (or part of it) of Beneficiaries in territorial derogation, if the Programme budget
exceeds the above-mentioned financial limit.

The detailed list of the eligible territories (with the territorial derogations) is the following:
o Greece: Kerkyra and Thesprotia.

o ltaly: Gorizia, Trieste, Udine, Padova, Rovigo, Venezia, Ferrara, Forli-Cesena, Ravenna, Rimini,
Ancona, Ascoli Piceno, Macerata, Pesaro-Urbino, Chieti, Pescara, Teramo, Campobasso, Bari,
Brindisi, Foggia, and Lecce. Territorial derogation: L'Aquila, Pordenone, Isernia, and Taranto.

Slovenia: Obalno-kraska. Territorial derogation: Goriska regija and Notranjsko-kraska regija.

Croatia: Dubrovnik-Neretva, Istra;Lika-Senj; Primorje-Gorski kotar; Sibenik-Knin; Split-Dalmatia,
and Zadar. Territorial derogation: Karlovac County.

o Albanija: Fier, Durrés, Lezh&, Shkodér, Tiran&, and Vioré.

o Bosnia and Herzegovina: Bile¢a, Capliina, Citiuk, Gacko, Grude, Jablanica, Konjic, Kupres,
Livno, Ljubinje, Ljubuski, Mostar, Neum, Nevesinje, Posusje, Prozor/Rama, Ravno, Siroki Brijeg,
Stolac, Berkovici, Tomislavgrad, Trebinje, and Istocni Mostar, Terriforial derogation: Sarafevo
Economic Region, North-West Economic Region, and Centrai Bih Economic Region.

¢ Montenegro: Bar, Budva, Cetinje, Danilovgrad, Herceg Novi, Ketor, Niksi¢, Podgorica, and Ulcinj,
Tivat. Territorial derogation: Pijevija, Bijelo Polje, Berane, Rozaje, Plav, Andrijevica, Kolasin,
Mojkovac, Savnik, Zabljak, and PluZine,

o Serbia: whole territory (phasing out condition).
The Beneficiaries must have a registered office in the Programme area.

An exception to this general rule is the case of those national and regional public authorities, or bodies
governed by public law, which have administrative competences in the eligible area but are located
outside of it (2.9.. ministries, regional offices, eic.): Beneficiaries from participating Countries
belonging to these categories are considered as partners located in the Programme area. Universities
located outside Programme area can participate as Beneficiaries as well, if they have a relevant
faculty on the eligible territories.

As general principle, the operation must be implemented in the Programme cooperation area above
described.

At project level, in exceptional cases, expenditure incurred by partners located outside the Programme
area as defined above may be eligible, if the project could only achieve its objectives with that
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partner's participation and the activities are carried out for the benefit of the Programme area (art.
87.2, Reg. (EC) 718/2007).

In well justified cases, project activities (i.e. organization of transnational meetings, etc.) can be
implemented in the cities where the EU institutions are located (i.e. Brussels, Strasbourg, etc.); the
relative expenditures are eligible only if they are incurred by eligible Beneficiaries and for activities
carried out in the institutional Offices of the States, Regions and other relevant Public Authority
involved in the project.

l §. 6. ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES

The following categories of Beneficiaries are eligible for project application and funding under this Call
for proposals:

o Public bodies: national, regional, local authorities and other public bodies, established and
governed under public law.

o Bodies governed by public law: pursuant to the Article 1.9 of Directive 2004/18/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004, a body governed by public law means
any body:

a) established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general interest, not having an
industrial or commercial character,

b) having legal personality and

C) financed, for the most part, by the State, regional or local authorities, or other bodies
governed by public law; or subject fo management supervision by those badies; or having
an administrative, managerial or supervisory board, more than half of whose members are
appointed by the State, regional or local authorities, or by other bodies governed by public
law.

o Private organizations, including private companies: any organization (non profit and profit
making) funded by private law can be eligible partner and receive |PA funds, Under this Call for

proposals, profit making organizations mean only Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs),
according to the Commission Recommendation C(2003) 1422. SMEs can not act as Lead
Beneficiaries. Serbian SMEs are not eligible as project Beneficiaries.

International organizations are eligible neither as Lead Beneficiary nor as Beneficiaries under this Call
for proposals. Therefore, they can pariicipate in a project as Associates (see the next § 7).

Financial assistance to project Beneficiaries constituted under public or private law and acting in the
market as an economic operator will be granted by IPA Adriatic CBC Programme under the de
minimis rule, according to the EC Regulation n. 1998/20086.

The de minimis rule requirements imply that undertakings (i.e. private organizations, together with
public authorities and bodies governed by public law developing economic activities on the market) will
only be granted aid if they have not received an amount of de minimis aids totalling more than 200,000
EUR over a three-year financial period. This threshcld is reduced to 100.000 EUR in the road
transport sector, 30.000 EUR in fishery and aguaculture sector, 7.500 EUR in agricultural sector.

The Regulation 1998/2006 applies to aid granted to operators in all sectors, with the exception of:

o Aid granted to operators in the fishery and aquaculture (in these cases the Reg. EC 875/2007 is
applied).

¢ Aid granted to operators in the primary production of agricultural products (in these cases the
Reg. EC 1535/2007 is applied).

o Aid granted to operators in the processing and marketing of agricultural products.

5 Aid to export-related activities towards third countries or Member States.
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o Aid contingent upon the use of domestic over imported goods.
o Aid granted to operators active in the coal sector

o Aid for the acquisition of road freight transport vehicles granted to undertakings performing road
freight transport for hire or reward.

o Aid granted to undertakings in difficulty.

The public assistance, which is allowed up to the 200.000 EUR ceiling (or up to 100.000 EUR in the
road transport sector or up to different ceilings for other fields, as detailed in the Applicants’ Manual)
includes all aid granted under the de minimis framework, includes all aid granted by the national,
regional or local authorities, regardiess whether the resources are provided from domestic sources or
are partly financed by the European Union. The ceilings apply to aid of ali kinds, irrespective of the
form it takes or the objective pursued.

In accordance with the Article 90.6 of the EC Regulation n. 718/20086, the ceilings on State aid must
be observed by Beneficiaries both from the EU Member States and the EU-non Member States
participating in the Programme. ’

The Serbian Beneficiaries' participation is limited to joint projects in the field of institutional
cooperation. It means that Serbian Beneficiaries can act as project Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiary only
in the project covering the following relevant areas of Priority 2: Culture, Science and Research,
Environment, Governance and Public Administration. The Serbian SMEs cannot act as project
Beneficiaries.

In case of Serbian Beneficiaries' participation does not cover the above-mentioned sectors, the JMC
will reserve the right to reject the whele project or to require the exclusion of the Serbian Beneficiary
as financial partner.

All Beneficiaries must belong to one of the above-mentioned categories and have a registered office in
the Programme eligible area or being in one of the conditions described in the previous paragraph 5.
In case one or more Beneficiaries do not fulfil all these requirements, the project shall be rejected.

l §. 7. THE PARTNERSHIP

The minimum partnership established for an IPA Adriatic CBC project must involve at least one
Beneficiary from one EU Member State (eligible territories of Greece, ltaly and Slovenia) and cne
Beneficiary from one Candidate or Potential Candidate Countries (eligible territories of Albania,
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia).

Projects which include Beneficiaries from Member States only or from (potential) Candidate Countries
only are not admissible and will be rejected.

As basic rule, partnership from only territories covered by other CBC programmes financed with EU
funds are not allowed. With regards to the participation of Slovenia, Greece, Albania and Croatia in the
Programme, the following cross-border partnerships are not eligible:

o the Obalno-kraska regicn in Slovenia and the Istarska Zupanija and/or the Primorsko-goranska
Zupanifa counties in Croatia;

o the Thesprotia and/or the Corfu prefectures in Greece and the Vlore region (districts of Vlore and
Saranda) in Albania.

In order to be considered eligible under the IPA Adriatic CBC Pregramme, a project with the above-
mentioned partnership must involve also at least a Beneficiary either from another eligible Member
State or another Candidate or Potential Candidate Country.

In order to optimize the project management, the JMC suggesis to build a partnership of no more of
15 Beneficiaries.

According to the Article 96 of EC Regulation n. 718/2007, the final Beneficiaries of an operation shall
appoint a Lead Beneficiary among themselves prior to the submission of the proposal for the
operation. The Lead Beneficiary shall assume the following responsibilities:
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o it shall lay down the arrangements for its relations with the final Beneficiaries participating in the
operation in an agreement comprising, inter alia, provisions guaranteeing the sound financial
management of the funds allocated to the operation, including the arrangements for recovering
amounts unduly paid;

¢ it shall be responsible for ensuring the implementation of the entire operation;

o it shall be responsible for transferring the Community contribution to the final Beneficiaries
participating in the operation;

o it shall ensure that the expenditure presented by the final Beneficiaries participating in the
operation has been paid for the purpose of implementing the operation and corresponds to the
activities agreed between the final Beneficiaries participating in the operation;

o it shall verify that the expenditure presented by the final Beneficiaries participating in the operation
has been validated by the controllers referred to in Article 108 of the EC Regulation n. 718/2007.

All eligible Beneficiaries can act as Lead Beneficiary of a project, with the exception of the SMEs, that
are eligible only as final Beneficiaries. If the Lead Beneficiary of a project selected for funding is a
private organization (different from SMEs), at the moment of the Subsidy Contract signature, it will be
required to provide proof that a financial guarantee is in force (in a form accepted by the Managing
Authority). The guarantee shall be issued for the total Programme contribution allocated to the project
and be valid until the final reimbursement by the Programme is made. .

All project partners are final Beneficiaries of the Programme funds and must have an acti;/e role in the
project. The Lead Beneficiary or other Beneficiaries cannot act as intermediaries in the project or as a
supplier {i.e. contractor or sub-contractor that provides services and products against payment).

The participation of organizations as "Associates” without financial contribution from the Programme is
allowed. The Associates do not have to respect the eligibility rules established for the project
Beneficiaries and can be located also outside the Programme area. As they are not Programme funds
Beneficiaries, the Associates cannot be considered for the fulfilment of the partnership requirements.
The Associates have to be clearly identified in the project proposal, and their functions have to be
indicated in the project description; they cannot act as supplier in the implementation of the project.
Therefore, the Associates participation in a project meeting with the reimbursement of the relative
expenditures from the Programme is possible only if these costs are incurred by one project
Beneficiary.

‘ §. 8. PROJECT SI1ZE AND CO-FINANCING RATES

The total project budget for ordinary projects must respect the following thresholds:
o Minimum total budget: 500,000.00 EUR.

¢ Maximum total budget: 5000,000.00 EUR.

Each Beneficiary budget cannot exceed 60% of the total project budget and must have a minimum
total budget of 100,000 EUR otherwise the project will be rejected.

Total budget includes the IPA funds, the national public co-financing and Beneficiary's additional
funding, if required according to the rules described below.. In case the project does not fulfil the
above-mentioned financial limits, it shall be rejected.

The IPA co-financing rate covers up to 85% of the total public cost (Programme contribution). 15% of
the total public cost (Programme contribution) shall be ensured by the public national co-financing
rate, ensured by each project Beneficiaries, according to the system applied by each participating
Country:

- Beneficiaries from Greece and Italy with public and private status and bodies governed by public
law will receive public national co-financing by State funds.
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- Pubiic bodies and bodies governed by public law Beneficiaries from Slovenia must co-finance a
share of 5% of their public national co-financing amount with their own public resources; 10% of
public co-financing left over will be guaranteed by the State.

- Private Beneficiaries from Slovenia will receive 15% of public national contribution by the State
against their own contribution of 5% of the total budget.

- Beneficiaries with public status and bodies governed by public law Beneficiaries, from Albania,
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia must co-finance whole 156% of their public
costs from their own funds or other public resources.

- Private Beneficiaries, from Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia must
guarantee that their 15% share will be ensured by a public body (at national, regional, local level);
they can not contribute with their own funds to 15% of public national co-financing.

On the understanding what states upon, if Beneficiaries' project activities can be considered as State
aid relevant, the maximum grant will be calculated in compliance with the de minimis regime. In this
case, the Beneficiary must ensure 15% of its total budget..

Each Beneficiary must precisely indicate the source of its public co-financing in the Letter of intents,
otherwise the project will be rejected.

A maximum Programme contribution awarded for project will be established in the Subsidy Contract.
Even if the reported expenditures of the project exceeds the budget stated in the Subsidy Contract,
the Programme contribution amount will not be increased.

‘ §. 9. CONTENTS OF THE PROPOSALS

Project proposals must be completed in English in all its sections, using exclusively the specific forms
included in the Application Pack provided by the Programme, and attached to this Call for proposals.
The total or partial missing of the above-mentioned requirements shall lead to the rejection of the
project proposal.

A project must be referred only to one specific Measure of the Priority 2; the missing or the unclear
indication of the Measure shall lead to the rejection of the project.

The Application Pack and the Applicants’ Manual are available for downloading on the Programme
website: www.interregadriatico.it

Beneficiaries should ensure that the financial size of the project truly reflects the activities foreseen in
the work plan and it is based on the principles of sound financial management. The estimated budget
must be indicated in EUR, also by Beneficiaries from Countries with a different currency.

According to the Article 95.2 of the Regulation (EC) n. 718/2008, project partners must cooperate in at
least one of the following ways and justify clearly the choice in the project description:

o Joint development: it means that project must be planned out by the cross-border partnership.
Beneficiaries from the different Countries contribute to identify project shared objectives, results,
output, activities, budget and timing. The Lead Beneficiary might coordinate this process.

o Joint implementation; it means that project must be carried out throughout a clese linkage and
collaboration between cross-border Beneficiaries, ensuring the coordination of the respective
tasks and activities in terms of contents, pianning, timing and quality of outcomes. An efficient
shared project management system shall be appointed under the Lead Beneficiaries
responsibility.

o Joint staffing: it means that project partners have a defined role and allocate staff to fulfil this
role (e.g. one joint project manager, one joint financial manager, etc.). That staff will be
responsible for project activities in all Countries involved. Unnecessary duplications of functions in
different partner organizations should be avoided.

o Joint financing: it means that the project has a joint budget with funding allocated to partners
according to the planned activities. Programme reimbursement will be made to the bank account
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of the Lead Beneficiary. The Lead Beneficiary is respansible for administration and distribution of
these funds and for reporting on their use.

The project duration must not exceed 36 months, This limit applies for the operative phase of the
project and does not comprise the preparation phase.

The Applicant should foresee at least an allocation of 30% of the total project budget by the 31
QOctober 2010.

‘ §.10. ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES

As general rule, expenditures are eligible for Beneficiaries from Greece, Italy and Slovenia if incurred
on or after the 1* January 2007, and for Beneficiaries from Albania, Basnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro and Serbia if incurred after the signature of the Financing Agreement between each of
these Countries and the European Commission.

To be considered eligible by the Programme, the costs must be incurred in compliance with the rules
about the Programme eligible area and the location of activities, as established in the § 5 of this Call
for proposals and in the Applicants' Manual.

In the framework of this Call for proposals, expenditures are eligible as follow:

o Project preparation costs: they can only be eligible for those projects finally approved for
funding. These costs must relate exclusively to preparation activities carried out.

- by Beneficiaries from EU eligible Countries, from the 1% January 2007 to the day of submission
of the project application;

~ by Beneficiaries from extra-EU States, from the date of the signature of the financing
agreement between each of these Countries and the European Commission to the day of
submission of the project proposal.

The Beneficiaries must include the preparation costs in the Application Form, pay these
expenditures before the submission of the first progress report and show the direct connection to
the approved project. To be eligible, the preparation costs cannot exceed 2% of the approved total
budget.

The preparation costs must be incurred only for the following activities:
- finalization of the application documents (staff costs and external expertise);

= joint meetings for the preparation of the project (travels, accommodation, meeting and
events costs);

~ preparatory studies, analysis and researches for activities to be carried on within the project
(staff costs, external expertise).

The above-mentioned activities must respect the eligibility rules of expenditures defined per
budget lines and described in the Applicants’ Manual. For the preparation activities overheads are
not eligible.

It is highlighted that in case of Beneficiaries fall into the de minimis regime, the preparation costs
are not eligible.

o Project implementation costs: they are eligible from the date of approval of the project by the
JMC to its closing date, as defined in the approved Application Form. At the earliest, costs are
eligible from the day of publication of the Call for proposals, provided that this day is the official
start of the project. In this case, Beneficiaries may decide at their own risk to start the
implementation activities before the project is finally selected for granting. It is highlighted that in
case of Beneficiaries fall into the de minimis regime, the implementation costs shall be eligible at
earliest from the closing date of the Call for proposals.



Anno XL - N. 31 Speciale (31.07.2009) Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo Pag. 31

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2007 - 2013

Call for proposals

The eligible costs categories are the following:
- Staff costs.

= Overheads.

= Travel and accommodation.

- External expertise.

- Meeting and events.

- Promotion costs.

- Equipment.

= Investments.

- Financial charges and guarantee costs.

A detailed description of the eligible expenditures is included in the Applicants’ Manual, considered as
a part of this Call for proposa/s.

All the costs of the project budget must be expressed in EUR. The indication of expenditures with
other currencies will lead to the rejection of the project.

In any case, expenditures incurred by a Beneficiary from non-EU State cannot be considered eligible
before the date of signature of the Financing Agreement between the relevant Country and the
European Commission.

{ §. 11. APPLICATION PROCEDURES !

Project proposals must be completed in English, using the Application Form and the templates
provided by the Programme available from the official Programme website www.interreqadriatico. it.

Applicants must net modify the templates provided by the Programme, any diversity between the
standard format of documents and the proposal applied will lead to the rejection of the project.

Only the Lead Applicant (that will be Lead Beneficiary, in case of approval) can submit the project
proposal: it means that the Lead Applicant has to collect the required documents fram all involved
partners.

The project application must be submitted to the 1PA-Adriatic Joint Technical Secretariat {(JT9) al the
latest by: 29.october.2009, by 06.00 p.m. lialian time.

The Lead Applicants and all partners must fill in the following documents included in the Application
Pack:

- The Application Form.
~ The Letter of intent.

~ The de minimis Declaration.

The Lead Applicants must submit the Application Form in both electronic and paper version and
send the hard copy of the following documents, in a unique sealed envelope:

- Application Form: duly dated and signed in original handwriting by the Legal representative
(or authorized delegate) of the Lead Applicant. In case of signature by a delegate, please attach the
original of the delegation, The project wifl be refected if the signature is not handwritten clearly in
original.

-10-
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- The Letter of intent: the Lead Applicant and each Beneficiary must fit in single Letter of intent duly
dated and signed in original handwriting by the legal representative (or authorised delegate). All
Letters of intents can be sent only by the Lead Applicant in original or in fax copies. In case of
signature by a delegate, please attach the delegation, in original or in fax copy. All Bengficiaries
listed in the Application Form must provide a Letter of intent; if missing the project will be rejected.

- De minimis Declarations: the Lead Applicant and each Beneficiary must fill in the Declarations in
order to define its condition about the possible application of the de minimis ruies. All Declarations
can be sent only by the Lead Applicant, in original or in fax copies. In case of signature by a
delegate, the delegation must be attached, in original or in fax copy.

Where fax copy is allowed, it must clearly show the date and the origin of the fax and a readable
signature.

The Lead Applicant must include in the project envelope an electronic version of the Application Form
(in the excel form), using an electronic devise (CDs Rom, DVDs, USB pen-drive, etc.). The missing of
the electronic version shail lead to the rejection of the project proposal.

The complete project proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked as following:

"IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme - 1% Calf for Proposals
Project application for Priority 2 — Meastire XX

Lead Appifcant: (denomination and address)

Acronym of the project proposal

Do not open’,

and sent to the following address:

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme
Joint Technical Secretariat

Via Leonardo Da Vinci, n. 6 - Palazzo Silone
1-67100, L'Aquila

ITALY

by one of the following modalities:

- by registered mail by the 29.cctober.2008: in this case the post office stamp wili constitute proof of
compliance with the deadline given above.

- by express courier services: in this case, the envelop must arrive by the 29.october.2009, 06.00
p.m. ltalian local time to the JTS's premises. The date of receipt will be noted by the JTS and
communicated to the Lead Applicant by e-mail.

If the project proposal hard copy includes one or more documents in fax copies, the Lead Applicant
must collect the original of these documents and send them to the JTS with the same modalities and
rules described above (by registered mail or express courier). The documents must arrive to the JTS's
premises by within 20 calendar days from the call deadline. Any delay will cause the project rejection.

Faxed documents must be identical to the originals. If the copies and the original versions are clearly
not the same documents {(i.e. different signatures, date, efc.) the project will e rejected.

All the rules estabiished for the project application under this paragraph 11 are relevant for the formal
eligibility check, as described in the following paragraph.

{g. 12. SELECTION PROCEDURE AND EVALUATION CRITERIA

The Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) is responsible for the project evaluation and approval. The
JMC is supported by the Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS), and carries out its functions with the
assistance of the National/regional authorities and, if necessary, of external experts.

Project proposals evaluation procedure consists of 2 steps:

-1 -
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o Formal assessment: the formal assessment is made by the Joint Technical Secretariat, under
the responsibility of the Joint Monitoring Commitiee. This procedure foresees 2 levels of control:
the formal eligibility check and the admissibility check.

A Formal eligibility check: at first, the JTS will check the applications against a set of formal
eligibility criteria, as following:

R o §§ of the
Eligibility criteria call
A) The Application Form and its Annexes were submitted in due time both in original and §11
electronic version according to the deadline set in the Call for proposals

B) The Application Form hard copy version is dated and signed in original by the legal §11
representative of the Lead Applicant or by a duly authorised person

C) All the documents required for the Lead Applicant and the project Beneficiaries have been §11
provided in the duly forms

D) The project proposal clearly indicates the Measure to which it is referred §9

E) The project proposal is in English language in all its parts and sections § 11

F) The project proposal is fully compliant with ail other rules of the application procedure of the §11
Call

Only applications fuifilling all the above-mentioned formal eligibility criteria will pass to the next
admissibility check.

B Admissibility check. the formal eligible projects will be checked by the JTS against a set of
admissibility eriteria, as following:

PPN . §§ of the -
Admissibility criteria Callidocuments
A} Project fulfils the minimum cross-border partnership required by the Programime - §7
B) The project budget is within the financial thresholds established by the Call §8
C) Beneficiaries have secured the public co-financing share, according to the national co- § B - Letter of

financing system, and the additional funding (where required). intent
D) The Lead Beneficiaries and all Beneficiaries are eligible, according to the rules of this " §§58
Call for proposals
E) Beneficiaries acting under a State aid regime respect the relevant disciplines and § Bm":n.ll;?fsde
financial limits {de minimis regime). Declaration
F) Activities are located in eligible areas, according to the rule foreseen in this Call for §5
proposals
G) Project partners cooperate in at least one of the ways foreseen in the Art. 95.2, Reg. (EC) §9
n. 718/200
H) The project does not duplicate already financed project Letter of intent
1) The project excludes double financing Letter of intent

Only applications that fulfil all the above-mentioned admissibility criteria wili pass to the next quality
assessment. Lead Applicants will be informed about the reasons of rejection at the end of the formal
assessment phase.

-12 -
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If necessary 1o better achieve the formal assessment, the JTS can require documents and integrations
from Applicants in order ta verify the fulfilment of the formal assessment criteria.

Ongce the check is finished, the JTS communicates the results to the JMC, with & Report on formal
assessment of all the project proposals. The JMC approves the report and the Managing Authority
with the support of the JTS communicates to the Lead Applicants the admissibility to the quality
assessment or the rejection of the project proposals. The communication must indicate the reasens of
the rejection.

o Quality assessment: the JMC is responsible for the quality assessment of the project proposals,
on the base of the following evaluation grid:

Sections/
A Consistency with the Programme Strategy 24
a1 Is the project in compliance with the Programme strategy, objectives and Priorities? 9

Are the project objectives in compliance with the relevant EU policies and the horizontal issues
a.2 of the Programme, and are the activities and results in accordance with the relevant EU rules 5
(regulations, directives, elc.)?

Are the project objectives coherent with the national policies of the Countries participating In

e the operation? G
ad _Are the pro_jec_t objectives coherent with the sub-national public policies relevant for the 6
involved territories?

B Cross-border character of the intervention 20
b.1 How many Adriatic Countries are present in the project? 5
b.2 What are the project impacts on the Adriatic cooperation area? 7
b3 \N'ha{ is‘tl'_le joint cooperatipr} Ie:vel of the p_rojepl: according‘tq the cro_ss—border cooperation 8

criteria (joint development, joint implementation, joint staffing, joint financing)?

c Financial and management capacity 16

Does the Lead Beneficiary have experience in cross-border or other international project
c.1 management and sufficient capacities (human resources, equipment, etc.) to ensure the good 6
funetioning of the project and coordination of a cross-border parinership?

Do the project Beneficiaries have technical capacities and expertise in the field of action of the

3 project? e
Do the Beneficiaries have the experience and the capacity to manage the allocated budget for
c.3 A i X ) 4
the implementation of their activities?
D Quality of intervention 28
a1 Are the objectives and expected results of the project clearly defined and addressed to solve 6
- specific problems of the area?
d.2 Are the activities, the work plan and the timetable clear, realistic and appropriate to achieve the 5
. expected results and the objectives of the project?
d.3 Are all Beneficiaries adequate for achieving the foreseen objectives and are tasks and 8

aclivities clearly and appropriately distributed among the Lead Beneficiary and the partners?

Does the project establish an organized and operational management system, able to ensure
d.4 the adequate coordination of the partnership, the monitoring and evaluation of the activities 3
progress, and the communication and publicity of the operation?

d.5 Is the project innovatory and what added value does it develop? 3

Do the project activities and results have the concrete and realistic possibility 1o have a follow P,

d6 up after the end of the Programme contribution?

d.7 Does the project represent a capitalization of previous cross-border cooperation experiences? 3

-13-



Anno XL - N. 31 Speciale (31.07.2009) Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo Pag. 35

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2007 - 2013

Call for proposais

E Budget of the project 12

e Does the project budget represent value for money? 7

Are the estimated expenditures rationally quantified for the full and satisfactory implementation
of the foreseen activities?

Total score "

For this Call for proposals, no specific criteria per Measure are established. All the project proposals
will be assessed on the base of the general criteria above described. The JMC carries out the quality
assessment, with the support of the JTS and the collaboration of the National/regional Authorities of
the Programme and, if necessary, of external experts.

The maximum score is 100, resulting from the sum of the points assigned for each section of the
evaluation grid.

A project proposal will not be eligible for funding if:
o it achieves a score lower than 70 points;

o it does not achieve at least half the points foreseen in each section of the evaluation grid.

Projects that do not fulfil both the above-mentioned minimum scores cannot be financed by the
Programme.

In case 2 or more projects have the same scores, priority will be given to projects that enhance the
higher score under the Section D “Quality of the intervention” of the evaluation grid. In case of further
equality, the priority will be given to projects with the higher score under the other Sections of the
evaluation grid, taking into account the following order of precedence: Section A "Consistency with the
programme strategy”; Section B “Cross border character of the intervention”; Section C "Financial and
management capacity’; Section E "Budget of the project’.

At the end of the evaluation procedure, the JMC elaborates and approves a single ranking list of all
the formal eligible projects for the Priority 2. The projects are financed according fo the available
budget of this Call for proposals and under the conditions set by the JMC.

After the quality assessment of the proiect, the JTS will require to the Lead Applicant of projects
selected for funding to provide the following documents, in order to verify the eligibility of the project
Beneficiaries:

¢ Certified copy of Statute or its relevant articles of the project Beneficiaries, proving the eligibility of
each partner {public bodies will not be required to provide this document).

o Certified copy of the final budget of the last 3 years. If the organization is less than 3 years
funded, the final budget of the last 1 or 2 years must be provided (Public bodies and Bodies
governed by public law will nat be required to provide this document).

o (in case) Certified copy of the national/regional/local official act which ensured the public national
co-financing where it is not automatically allocated by the State and it is not guaranteed by public
own resources,

These additional documents must be in English language. In case the original of the document is not
in English, the relevant Beneficiary must send a translated version in English accompanied with a
declaration (signed in original by the legal representative or an authorized substitute) of compliance
with the original.

In case the Lead Applicants do not provide the required documents in the duly form and in time, or if
the content of the documents reveals the ineligibility of one or more Beneficiaries, the project will be
rejected and cancelled from the ranking list approved by the JMC. The immediate following eligible
project in the ranking list will be funded.

The final ranking list will be published by the Managing Authority according to the national and
regional regulations; it will be published also in the Programme website, according to the Article 62 of
the Regulation (EC) n. 718/2008. The Managing Authority, throughout the JTS, informs the Lead
Beneficiaries about the project evaluation result.
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‘ §. 13. CONTRACT SIGNATURE AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

After the conclusion of the evaluation procedure, the Lead Beneficiaries of the projects selected for
funding will sign the Subsidy Contract with the Managing Authority of the Programme.

The Subsidy Contract shall determine the rights and responsibilities of the Lead Beneficiary and the
Managing Authority, the reference to the activities to be carried out, terms of funding, requirements for
reporting and financial controls, etc. The .ead Beneficiary will conclude a Partnership Agreement with
all other projects Beneficiaries. The payment of public co-financing shares will follow the rules and
procedures established by each Programme participating Countries.

In case of approval of a project with a private Lead Beneficiary, the Lead Beneficiary will be asked to
provide, before the signature of the Subsidy Contract, proof that a financial guarantee is in force. The
guarantee shall be issued for the total Programme contribution allocated to the project and be valid
until the final reimbursement by the Programme. Other details about the guarantee will be described in
the Applicants’ Manual.

The contracting and implementing rules are described in the Applicants’ Manual.

As general rule, the grant payments are made on a reimbursement basis. Payment claims are
transmitted by the Lead Beneficiary to the Managing Authority on behalf of the partners. Payments will
be made as soon as possible to the Lead Beneficiary's account by the Certifying Authority of the
Programme. Payments are made in Euros only. It is the responsibility of the Lead Beneficiary to
distribute the funding among the pariners according to the expenses presented by each partner.

The Managing Authority will assign an advance payment to the Lead Beneficiary for the project start
up, up to the limit of 15% of Community contribution allocated to the project, taking into account that
the expenditures incurred by Beneficiaries from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro and Serbia would be eligible only if that Countries signed the Financing Agreement with
EU Commission (see § 10). The advance payment is granted to Lead Beneficiaries under the
condition that the Managing Authority has yet received by the European Commission the Programme
pre-financing, according to the Article 128 of EC Regulation 718/2007.

The JMC will reserve the right to reduce the Programme contribution to projects with a level of
accounted expenditures below 30% of the total budget, by the 31% October 2010.

According to the Article 121 of EC Regulation n.718/2007, for the award of service, supply and work
contracts, all Beneficiaries (public as well private) of the approved and funded prejects must apply the
procurement procedures for the “External aid rules” established in the Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV of
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 and Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title lil of Regulation (EC, Euratom)
No 2342/2002, as well as Commission Decision C (2007) 2034 of 24 May 2007 on the rules and
procedures applicable to service, supply and work contracts financed by the general budget of the
European Communities for the purposes of cooperation with third countries. These procedures will be
available on the Programme website www.interregadriatico.it.

Those provisions shall apply in the whoie area of the CBC Programme, both on the Member States'
and on the Candidate and Potential Candidate Countries' territory. In case of missing or wrong
application of the above-mentioned procurement rules, the Managing Authority will reserve the right to
reduce or cancel the funds assigned to the project.

All other information concerning the grant payment and other project implementing aspects are
described in the Applicants' Manual that is to be considered part of this Call for proposals.

‘ §.14. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For further information, please visit the Programme website www.interregadriatico.it or contact the
Joint Technical Secretariat at the following addresses:

Joint Technical Secretariat

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme

Via Leonardo Da Vinci, n. 6 — Palazzo Silone

67100 L'Aquila - Italy

E-mail: info@adriaticoipa.com
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‘ §.15. DOCUMENTS OF REFERENCE

Before the submission of any project, it is important to refer {o the following documents:

0

Council Regulation (EC) n. 1085/2006 of 17 July 2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-
accession Assistance (IPA Regulation).

Commission Regulation (EC) n. 718/2007 of 12 June 2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC)
no. 1085/2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA Implementing
Regulation).

IPA Adriatic CBC Operational Programme 2007-2013, approved on 25™ March, 2008,
IPA Adriatic CBC Implementation Manual.
Applicants’ Manual — 1st Calls for proposals.

External aid rules for the award of service, supply and work contracts, established by the
European Commission and indicated in the Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV of Regulation (EC,
Euratom) No 1605/2002 and Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title 1ll of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No
2342/2002, as well as Commission Decision C (2007) 2034 of 24 May 2007..

These documents can be downloaded on the Programme website at the following address:
www.interregadriatico.it.

| §.16. ANNEX

o

Applicants’ Manual
Application Form.
Template of Letter of intent.

Template of The de minimis Declaration.
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| §. 1. CONTEXT

The IPA is the financial instrument established by the European Union (EC Regulation n. 1085/2006)
to assist the Candidate Countries and the Potential Candidate Countries (beneficiary Countries) in
their progressive alignment with the standards and policies of the European Union, including where
appropriate the acquis communautaire, with a view to membership.

The Component |l of IPA finances Initiatives of cross-border cooperation among Member States and
beneficiary Countries, in order to promote good and neighbouring relations, foster stability, security
and prosperity in the mutual interest of all the Countries concerned, and to encourage their
harmonious, balanced and sustainable deveiopment.

The Adriatic Basin is a very important cooperation area for the European Union, for all coastal
Members (Greece, ltaly and Slovenia) and Non-Member States (Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia), because of the close historical, geographical, cultural, social and
economic linkages.

The IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation (CBC) Programme (hereafter, "Programme”) aims at
strengthening the sustainable development capacity of the Adriatic Region through an agreed strafegy
of actions among the partners of the eligible territories.

This Call for proposals concerns the applications for ordinary projects within the Priority 3 of the
Programme: “Accessibility and Netfworks” and according to rules and procedures established in the
Implementation Manual approved by the Joint Monitoring Committee,

‘ §. 2. RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROCEDURE

According to the IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Operational Programme, the responsible for
the procedures management of this Call for proposals is the Abruzzo Region —Presidency Affairs
Directorate ~ International Activities Service and its representative Mrs. Giovanna Andreola, as
Managing Authority of the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme.

‘ §. 3. PRIORITY, MEASURES AND OBJECTIVES

This Call for proposals concerns the Priority 3 of the Programme: "Accessibiliy and Networks". It aims
at strengthening and integrating existing infrastructure networks, promoting and developing transport,
information and communication services. Fundamental role to the development and the revival of the
Adriatic area is the development of the infrastructure and the promotion of transport, information and
communication services.

The Priority 3 is divided in 3 Measures:

o Measure 3.1 “Physical infrastructure”: it aims at developing port and airport systems and
connected services, guaranteeing inter-operability and integration between existing transportation
natworks.

o Measure 3.2 “Sustainable mobility systems”: it aims at improving an efficient, safe and
sustainable transportation system achieving integrated development of the Adriatic area and
accessibility to bordering territories.

o Measure 3.3 “Communication networks": it aims at enhancing and developing information and
communication networks and their accessibility as they are useful tools to exchange expertise.

Applicants must clearly refer only to one Measure of the Priority 3; the missing or the unclear
indication of the Measure shall lead to the rejection of the project.
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‘ §. 4. BUDGET OF THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The Priority 3 budget allocated for this Call for proposals is EUR 25,000,000.00 (twenty five million
EUR), of which EUR 21,250,000.00 {85%) ensured by Community IPA funds and EUR 3,750,000.00
(15%) ensured by the Programme public national co-financing.

The Joint Menitoring Committee (JMC) and the Managing Authority reserve the right not to grant all
available funds in this Call, if the number of project proposals that satisfy all selection and evaluation
criteria recejved is insufficient.

l §. 5. THE PROGRAMME ELIGIBLE AREA AND THE LOCATION OF ACTIVITIES

The Programme eligible area consists of the NUTS 3 territories of the participating EU Member States
(Greece, ltaly, Slovenia) and the equivalent level ferritories of the participating Candidate Country
(Croatia) and the Potential Candidate Countries {(Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro) on
the Adriatic Sea.

Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory under a phasing out condition: it means
that Serbian Beneficiaries shall participate only in the projects that develop institutional cooperation
initiatives.

According to the Article 97 of IPA Implementing Regulation, the Programme admits derogations to the
territorial eligibility rule for adjacent areas to eligible territories, up to the limit of 20% of the amount of
the Community contribution to the Programme. It means that the JMC reserves the right not to admit
the estimated budget (or part of it} of Beneficiaries in territorial derogation, if the Programme budget
exceeds the above-mentioned financia! limit.

The detailed list of the eligible territaries (with the territorial derogations) is the following:
o Greece: Kerkyra and Thesprotia.

o ltaly: Gorizia, Trieste, Udine, Padova, Rovigo, Venezia, Ferrara, Forli-Cesena, Ravenna, Rimini,
Ancona, Ascoli Piceno, Macerata, Pesaro-Urbino, Chieti, Pescara, Teramo, Campobasso, Bari,
Brindisi, Foggia, and Lecce. Territorial derogation: L'Aquila, Pordenone, Isernia, and Taranto.

Slovenia: Obalno-kraska, Territorial derogation: Goriska regija and Notranjsko-kraska regija.
Croatia: Dubrovnik-Neretva, Istra;Lika-Senj; Primorje-Gorski kotar; Sibenik-Knin; Split-Dalmatia,
and Zadar. Territorial derogation: Karlovac County.

o Albania: Fier, Durrés, Lezhé, Shkodér, Tirang, and Vloré.

o Bosnia_and_Herzegovina: Bileéa, Capljina, Citluk, Gacko, Grude, Jablanica, Konjic, Kupres,
Livno, Ljubinje, Ljubuski, Mostar, Neum, Nevesinje, Posusje, Prozor/Rama, Ravno, Siroki Brijeg,

Stolac, Berkovici, Tomislavgrad, Trebinje, and Isto&ni Mostar. Territorial derogation: Sarajevo
Economic Region, North-West Economic Region, and Central Bih Economic Region.

o Montenegro: Bar, Budva, Cetinje, Danilovgrad, Herceg Novi, Kotor, Niksi¢, Podgorica, and Ulcinj,
Tivat, Territorial derogation: Plievija, Bijelo Polje, Berane, RoZaje, Plav, Andrijevica, KolaSin,
Majkovac, Savnik, Zabijak, and Pluzine.

o Serbia: whole territory (phasing out condition).

The Beneficiaries must have a registered office in the Programme area.

An exception to this general rule is the case of those national and regional public authorities, or bodies
governed by public law, which have administrative competences in the eligible area but which are
located outside of it (e.g.: ministries, regional offices, etc.): Beneficiaries from participating Countries
belonging to these categeries are considered as partners located in the Programme area. Universities
located outside Programme area can participate as Beneficiaries as well, if they have a relevant
faculty on the eligible territories.

As general principle, the operation must be implemented in the Programme cooperation area above
described.
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At project level, in exceptional cases, expenditure incurred by partners located outside the Programme
area as defined in above may be eligible, if the project could only achieve its objectives with that
partner's participation and the activities are carried out for the benefit of the Programme area (art.
97.2, Reg. {EC) 718/2007).

In well justified cases, project activities (i.e. organization of transnational meetings, etc.) can be
implemented in the cities where the EU institutions are located (i.e. Brussels, Strasbourg, efc.); the
relative expenditures are eligible only if they are incurred by eligible Beneficiaries and for activities
realized in the institutional Offices of the States, Regions and other relevant Public Authority involved
in the project.

] §- 6. ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES

The following categories of Beneficiaries are eligible for project application and funding under this Call
for proposals:

o Public bodies: national, regional, local authorities and other public bodies, established and
governed under public law.

o Bodies governed by public law: pursuant to the Article 1.9 of Directive 2004/18/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004, a body governed by public law means
any body:

a) established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general interest, not having an
industrial or commercial character,

b) having legal personality and

C) financed, for the most part, by the State, regional or local authorities, or other bodies
governed by public law; or subject to management supervision by those bedies; or having
an administrative, managerial or supervisory board, mere than half of whose members are
appeinted by the State, regional or local authorities, or by other bodies governed by public
law.

o Private organizations. including private companies: any organization (non profit and profit
making) funded by private law can be eligible partner and receive [PA funds. Under this Call for
proposals, profit making organizations mean only Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs),
according to the Commission Recommendation C(2003) 1422. SMEs can not act as Lead
Beneficiaries. Serbian SMEs are not eligible as project Beneficiaries.

International organizations are eligible neither as Lead Beneficiary nor as Beneficiaries under this Call
for proposals. Therefore, they can participate in a project as Associates (see the next § 7).

Financial assistance to project Beneficiaries constituted under public or private law and acting in the
market as an economic operator will be granted by IPA Adriatic CBC Programme under the de
minimis rule, according o the EC Regulation n. 1998/20086,

The de minimis rule requirements imply that undertakings (i.e. private organizations, together with
public authorities and bodies governed by public law developing econamic activities on the market) will
anly be granted aid if they have not received an amount of de minimis aids totalling more than 200.000
EUR over a three-year financial period. This threshold is reduced to 100.000 EUR in the road
transport sector, 30.000 EUR in fishery and aquaculture sector, 7.500 EUR in agricultural sector.

The Regulation 1998/2006 applies to aid granted to operators in all sectors, with the exception of:

o Aid granted to operators in the fishery and aquaculture (in these cases the Reg. EC 875/2007 is
applied).

o Aid granted to operators in the primary production of agricultural products (in these cases the
Reg. EC 1535/2007 is applied).

o Aid granted to operators in the processing and marketing of agricultural products.
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o Aid to export-related activities towards third countries or Member States.
o Aid contingent upon the use of domestic over imported goods.
o Aid granted to operators active in the coal sector

o Aid for the acquisition of road freight transport vehicles granied to undertakings performing road
freight transpaort for hire or reward.

o Aid granted to undertakings in difficulty.

The public assistance, which is allowed up to the 200.000 EUR ceiling (or up to 100.000 EUR in road
transport sector or up to different ceilings for other fields, as detailed in the Applicants’ Manual)
includes all aid granted under the de minimis framewoerk by the national, regional or local authorities,
regardless whether the resources are provided from domestic sources or are partly financed by the
European Union. The ceilings apply to aid of all kinds, irrespective of the form it takes or the objective
pursued.

In accordance with the Article 90.6 of the EC Regulation n. 718/2006, the ceilings on State aid must
be observed by Beneficiaries both from the EU Member States and the EU-non Member States
participating in the Programme.

The Serbian Beneficiaries' participation is limited to joint projects in the field of institutional
cooperation. It means that Serbian Beneficiaries can act as project Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiary only
in the project covering the following relevant areas of Priority 3: .Science and Research, Environment,
Economy and Regional Development, Governance and Public Administration. The Serbian SMEs
cannot act as project Beneficiaries.

In case of Serbian Beneficiaries’ participation does not cover the above-mentioned sectors, the JMC
will reserve the right to reject the whole project or to require the exclusion of the Serbian Beneficiary
as financial partner.

All Beneficiaries must belong to one of the above-mentioned categories and have a registered office in
the Programme eligible area or being in one of the conditions described in the previous paragraph 5.
In case cne or more Beneficiaries do not fulfil all these requirements, the project shall be rejected.

I §. 7. THE PARTNERSHIP

The minimum partnership established for an IPA Adriatic CBC project must involve at least one
Beneficiary from one EU Member State (eligible territories of Greece, Italy and Slovenia) and one
Beneficiary from one Candidate or Potential Candidate Countries (eligible territories of Albania,
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia).

Projects which include Beneficiaries from Member States only or from (peotential) Candidate Countries
only are not admissible and will be rejected.

As basic rule, partnership from oniy territories covered by other CBC programmes financed with EU
funds are not allowed. With regards to the participation of Slovenia, Greece, Albania and Croatia in the
Programme, the following cross-border partnerships are not eligible:

o the Obalno-kraska region in Slovenia and the Istarska Zupanija and/cr the Primorsko—goranska
2upanija counties in Croatia;

o the Thesprotia and/or the Corfu prefectures in Greece and the Viore region (districts of Viore and
Saranda) in Albania.

In order to be considered eligible under the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme, a project with the above-
mentioned partnership must involve also at least a Beneficiary either from another eligible Member
State or another Candidate or Potential Candidate Country.

In order to optimize the project management, the JMC suggests to build a partnership of no more of
15 Beneficiaries.
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According to the Article 96 of EC Reguiation n. 718/2007, the final Beneficiaries of an operation shall
appoint a Lead Beneficiary among themselves prior to the submission of the proposal for the
operation. The Lead Beneficiary shall assume the following responsibilities:

o it shall lay down the arrangements for its relations with the final Beneficiaries participating in the
operation in an agreement comprising, inter alia, provisions guaranteeing the sound financial
management of the funds allocated to the operation, including the arrangements for recovering
amounts unduly paid;

o it shall be responsible for ensuring the implementation of the entire operation,

o it shall be responsible for transferring the Community contribution to the final Beneficiaries
participating in the operation;

o it shall ensure that the expenditure presented by the final Beneficiaries participating in the
operation has been paid for the purpose of implementing the operation and corresponds to the
activities agreed between the final Beneficiaries participating in the operation;

o it shall verify that the expenditure presented by the final Beneficiaries participating in the operation
has been validated by the controllers referred to in Article 108 of the EC Regulation n. 718/2007.

All eligible Beneficiaries can act as Lead Beneficiary of a project, with the exception of the SMEs, that
are eligible only as final Beneficiaries. If the Lead Benefioiary of a project selected for funding is a
private organization (different from SMEs), at the moment of the Subsidy Contract signature, it will be
required to provide proof that a financial guarantee is in force (in a form accepted by the Managing
Authority). The guarantee shall be issued for the total Programme contribution allocated to the project
and be valid until the final reimbursement by the Programme is made..

All project pariners are final Beneficiaries of the Programme funds and must have an active role in the
project. The Lead Beneficiary or other Beneficiaries cannot act as intermediaries in the project or as a
supplier (i.e. contractor or sub-contractor that provides services and products against payment).

The participation of organizations as "Associates” without financial contribution from the Programme is
aliowed. The Associates do not have io respect the eligibility rules established for the project
Beneficiaries and can be located also outside the Programme area. As they are not Programme funds
Beneficiaries, the Associates cannot be considered for the fulfilment of the partnership requirements.
The Associates have to be clearly identified in the project proposal, and their functions have to be
indicated in the project description; they cannot act as supplier in the implementation of the project.
Therefore, the Associates participation in a project meeting with the reimbursement of the relative
expenditures from the Programme is possible only if these costs are incurred by one project
Beneficiary.

‘ §. 8. PROJECT S1ZE AND CO-FINANCING RATES

The total project budget for ordinary projects must respect the following thresholds:
o Minimum total budget: 500,000.00 EUR.
o Maximum total budget: 5,000,000.00 EUR.

Each Beneficiary budget cannot exceed 60% of the total project budget and must have a minimum
fotal budget of 100,000 EUR otherwise the project will be rejected.

Total budget includes the IPA funds, the national public co-financing and Beneficiary's additional
funding, if required according to the rules described below. In case the project does not fulfil the
above-mentioned financial limits, it shall be rejected.

The IPA co-financing rate covers up to 85% of the total public cost (Programme contribution). 16% of
the total public cost (Programme contribution) shall be ensured by the public national co-financing
rate, ensured by each project Beneficiaries, according to the system applied by each participating
Country:

- Beneficiaries from Greece and Italy with public and private status and bodies governed by public
law will receive public national co-financing by State funds.
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- Public bodies and bodies governed by public law Beneficiaries from Slovenia must co-finance a
share of 5% of their public national co-financing amount with their own public resources; 10% of
public co-financing left over will be guaranteed by the State.

- Private Beneficiaries from Slovenia will receive 15% of public national contribution by the State
against their own contribution of 5% of the total budget.

- Beneficiaries with public status and bodies governed by public law Beneficiaries, from Albania,
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia must co-finance whole 15% of their public
costs from their own funds or other public resources.

- Private Beneficiaries, from Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia must
guarantee that their 15% share will be ensured by a public body (at national, regional, local level);
they can not contribute with their own funds to 15% of public national co-financing.

On the understanding what states upon, if Beneficiaries' project activities can be considerad as State
aid relevant, the maximum grant will be calculated in compliance with the de minimis regime. In this
case, the Beneficiary must ensure 15% of its total budget.

Each Beneficiary must precisely indicate the source of its public co-financing in the Letter of intents,
otherwise the project will be rejected.

A maximum Programme contribution awarded for project will be estabiished in the Subsidy Contract.
Even if the reported expenditures of the project exceeds the budget stated in the Subsidy Contract,
the Programme contribution amount will not be increased.

| 8. 9. CONTENTS OF THE PROPOSALS

Project proposals must be completed in English in all its sections, using exclusively the specific forms
included in the Application Pack provided by the Programme, and attached to this Call for proposals.
The total or partial missing of the above-mentioned requirements shall lead to the rejection of the
project proposal.

A project must be referred only to one specific Measure of the Priority 3; the missing or the unclear
indication of the Measure shall lead to the rejection of the project.

The Application Pack and the Applicants' Manual are available for downloading on the Programme
website: www.interregadriatico.it.

Beneficiaries should ensure that the financial size of the project truly reflects the activities foreseen in
the work plan and it is based on the principles of sound financial management. The estimated budget
must be indicated in EUR, also by Beneficiaries from Countries with a different currency.

According to the Article 95.2 of the Regulation (EC) n. 718/2008, project partners must cooperate in at
least one of the following ways and justify clearly the choice in the project description:

o Joint development: it means that project must be planned out by the cross-border partnership.
Beneficiaries from the different Countries contribute to identify project shared objectives, results,
output, activities, budget and timing. The Lead Beneficiary might coordinate this process.

o Joint implementation: it means that project must be carried out throughout a close linkage and
collaboration between cross-border Beneficiaries, ensuring the coordination of the respective
tasks and activities in terms of contents, planning, timing and quality of outcomes. An efficient
shared project management system shall be appointed under the Lead Beneficiaries
responsibility.

o Joint staffing: it means that project partners have a defined role and allocate staff to fulfil this
role (e.g. one joint project manager, one joint financial manager, etc.). That staff will be
responsible for project activities in ali Countries involved. Unnecessary duplications of functions in
different partner organizations should be avoided.

o Joint financing: it means that the project has a joint budget with funding allocated to partners
according to the planned activities. Programme reimbursement will be made to the bank account
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of the Lead Beneficiary. The Lead Beneficiary is responsible for administration and distribution of
these funds and for reporting on their use.

The project duration must not exceed 36 months. This limit applies for the operative phase of the
project and does not comprise the preparation phase.

The Applicant should foresee at least an allocation of 30% of the total project budget by the 31
QOctober 2010.

‘ §.10. ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES

As general rule, expenditures are eligible for Beneficiaries from Greece, ltaly and Slovenia if incurred
on or after the 1% January 2007, and for Beneficiaries from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro and Serbia if incurred after the signature of the Financing Agreement between each of
these Countries and the European Commission.

To be considered eligible by the Programme, the costs must be incurred in compliance with the rules
about the Programme eligible area and the location of activities, as established in the § 5 of this Call
for proposals and in the Applicants’ Manual.

In the framework of this Call for proposals, expenditures are eligible as follow:

o Project preparation costs: they can only be eligible for those projects finally approved for
funding. These costs must relate exclusively to preparation activities carried out:

- by Beneficiaries from EU eligible Countries, from the 1% January 2007 to the day of submission
of the project application;

~ by Beneficiaries from extra-EU States, from the date of the signature of the financing
agreement between each of these Countries and the European Commission to the day of
submission of the project proposal.

The Beneficiaries must include the preparation costs in the Application Form, pay these
expenditures before the submission of the first progress report and show the direct connection to
the approved project. To be eligible, the preparation costs cannot exceed the 2% of the approved
total budget.

The preparation costs must be incurred anly for the following activities:
= finalization of the application documents (staff costs and external expertise);

~ joint meétings for the preparation of the project (travels, accommodation, meeting and events
costs);

~ preparatory studies, analysis and researches for activities to be carried on within the project
(staff costs, external expertisa).

The above-mentioned activities must respect the eligibility rules of expenditures defined per
budget lines and described in the Applicants’ Manual. For the preparation activities overheads are
not eligible.

It is highlighted that in case of Beneficiaries fall into the de minimis regime, the preparation costs
are not eligible.

o Project implementation costs: they are eligible from the date of approval of the project by the
JMC to its closing date, as defined in the approved Application Form. At the earliest, costs are
eligible from the day of publication of the Call for proposals, provided that this day is the official
start of the project. In this case, Beneficiaries may decide at their own risk to start the
implementation activities before the project is finally selected for granting. It is highlighted that in
case of Beneficiaries fall into the de minimis regime, the implementation costs shall be eligible at
the earliest from the closing date of the Call for proposals.

The eligible costs categories are the following:
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- Staff costs.

= Overheads.

- Travel and accommadation.
- External expertise.

~ Meeting and events.

~ Promotion costs.

= Eqguipment.

~ Investments.

- Financial charges and guarantee costs.

A detailed description of the eligible expenditures is included in the Applicants’ Manual, considered as
a part of this Call for proposals.

All the costs of the project budget must be expressed in EUR. The indication of expenditures with
other currencies will lead to the rejection of the project.

In any case, expenditures incurred by a Beneficiary from non-EU State cannot be considered eligible
before the date of signature of the Financing Agreement between the relevant Country and the
European Commission.

‘ §. 11. APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Project proposals must be completed in English, using the Application Form and the templates
provided by the Programme available from the official Programme website www.interregadriatico.it.

Applicants must not modify the templates provided by the Programme; any diversity between the
standard format of documents and the proposal applied will lead to the rejection of the project.

Only the Lead Applicant (that will be Lead Beneficiary, In case of approval) can submit the project
proposal: it means that the Lead Applicant has to collect the required documents from all involved
partners.

The project appfication must be submitted to the IPA-Adriatic Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS) at the
latest by: 29.october.2009, by 06.00 p.m. ltalian time.

The Lead Applicants and all partners must fill in the following documents included in the Application
Pack:

~ The Application Form.
~ The Letter of intent.

- The de minimis Declaratian.

The Lead Applicants must submit the Application Form in both electronic and paper version and
the hard copy of the following documents, in a unique sealed envelope:

- Application Form: duly dated and signed in original handwriting by the Legal representative
(or authorized delegate) of the Lead Applicant. In case of signature by a delegate, please attach the
origina! of the delegation. The project will be rejected if the signature is not handwritten clearly in
original.

- The Letters of intent: the Lead Applicant and each Beneficiary must fill in single Letter of intent,
duly dated and signed in original handwriting by the legal representative (or authorised delegate).

-10-
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All Letters of intent can be sent only by the Lead Applicant in original or in fax copies. In case of
signature by a delegate, please attach the delegation, in original or in fax copy. All Beneficiaries
listed in the Application Form must provide a Letter of intent; if missing the project wilt be rejected.

- De minimis Declarations: the Lead Applicant and each Beneficiary must fill in the Declarations in
order o define its condition about the eventual application of the de minimis rules. All Declarations
can be sent only by the Lead Applicant, in original or in fax copies. In case of signature by a
delegate, the delegation must be attached, in original or in fax copy.

Where fax copy is allowed, it must clearly show the date and the origin of the fax and a readable
signature.

The Lead Applicant must include in the project envelope an electronic version of the Application Form
(in the excel form), using an electronic devise (CDs Rom, DVDs, USB pen-drive, eic.). The missing of
the electronic version shall lead to the rejection of the project proposal.

The complete project proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked as following:

“IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme - 1% Call for Proposals
Project application for Priority 3 — Measure XX

Lead Applicant: (denomination and address)

Acronym of the project proposal

Do not open”,

and sent to the following address:

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme
Joint Technical Secretariat

Via Leonardo Da Vinci, n. 6 - Palazzo Silone
1-67100, L’Aquila

ITALY

by one of the following modalities:

- by registered mail by the 29.october.2009: in this case the post office stamp will constitute proof of
compliance with the deadline given above.

- by express courier services: in this case, the envelop must arrive by the 29.october.2009, 06.00
p.m. ltalian local time to the JTS's premises. The date of receipt will be noted by the JTS and
communicated to the Lead Applicant by e-mail.

If the project proposal hard copy includes one or more documents in fax copies, the Lead Applicant
must collect the original of these documents and send them to the JTS with the same modalities and
rules described above (by registered mail or express courier). The documents must arrive to the JTS's
premises within 20 calendar days from the call deadline. Any defay will cause the project rejection.

Faxed documents must be identical to the originals. If the copies and the original versions are clearly
not the same documents (i.e. different signatures, date, etc.) the project will be rejected.

All the rules established for the project application under this paragraph 11 are relevant for the formal
eligibility check, as described in the following paragraph.

‘ §. 12, SELECTION PROCEDURE AND EVALUATION CRITERIA |

The Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) is responsible for the project evaluation and approval. The
JMC is supported by the Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS), and carries out its functions with the
assistance of the National/regional authorities and, if necessary, of external experts.

Project proposals evaluation procedure consists of 2 steps:

11 -
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¢ Formal as nent: the formal assessment is made by the Joint Technical Secretariat, under
the responsibility of the Joint Monitoring Committee. This procedure foresees 2 levels of control:
the formal eligibility check and the admissibility check.

A Formal eligibility check: at first, the JTS will check the applications against a set of formal
eligibility criteria, as following:

§§ of the

Call

A) The Application Form and its Annexes were submitted in due time both in ongmal and §11
electronic version according to the deadline set in the Call for proposals

B) The Application Form hard copy version is dated and signed in original by the legal §11
representative of the Lead Applicant or by a duly authorised person

C) All the documents required for the Lead Applicant and the project Beneficiaries have been §11
provided in the duly forms

D) The project proposal clearly indicates the Measure to which it is referred §9

E) The project proposal is in English language in all its parts and sections §11

F) The preject proposal is fully compliant with all other rules of the application procedure of the §11
Call

Only applications fulfilling all the above-mentioned formal eligibility criteria will pass to the next

admissibility check.

B  Admissibility check: the formal eligible projects will be checked by the JTS agalnst a set of
admissibility criteria, as following:

§§ of the

Admissibility criteria Califdocuments

A} Project fulfils the minimum cross-border partnership required by the Programme §7

B) The project budget is within the financial thresholds established by the Call §8

C) Beneficiaries have secured the public co-financing share, according to the national co- | § 8 - Letter of
financing system and the additional funding (where required} intent

D) The Lead Beneficiaries and all Beneficiaries are eligible, according to the rules of this §§5-6
Call for proposals

E) Beneficiaries acting under a State aid regime respect the relevant disciplines and § 8/717n-1r:1?sde
financial limits (de minimis regime) Declaration

F) Activities are located in eligible areas, according to the rule foreseen in this Call for §5
proposals

G) Project partners cooperate in at least one of the ways foreseen in the Art. 95.2, Reg. (EC) §9
n. 718/200

H) The project does not duplicate already financed project Letter of intent

) The project excludes double financing Letter of intent

Only applications that fulfil all the above-mentioned admissibility criteria will pass to the next quality
assessment. Lead Applicants will be informed about the reasons of rejection at the end of the formal
assessment phase.

If necessary to better achieve the formal assessment, the JTS can require documents and integrations
from Applicants in order to verify the fulfilment of the formal assessment criteria.

-12-
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Once the check is finished, the JTS communicates the results to the JMC, with a Report on formal
assessment of all the project proposals. The JMC approves the report and the Managing Authority
with the support of the JTS communicates to the Lead Applicants the admissibility to the quality
assessment or the rejection of the project proposals. The communication must indicate the reasons of
the rejection.

¢ Quality assessment: the JMC is responsible for the quality assessment of the project proposals,
on the base of the following evaluation grid:

Sections/ - Max
criteria n. Criteria value

A Consistency with the Programme Strategy 24
a.1 |s the project in compliance with the Programme strategy, objectives and Priorities? g

Are the project objectives in compliance with the relevant EU policies and the horizontal issues
a.2 of the Programme, and are the activities and results in accordance with the relevant EU rules 5
(regulations, directives, etc.)?
3 Are the project objectives coherent with the national policies of the Countries participating in 4
a the operation?
ad Are the project objectives coherent with the sub-national public policies relevant for the &

) involved territories?

B Cross-border character of the intervention 20
b.1 How many Adriatic Countries are present in the project? 5
b.2 What are the project impacts on the Adriatic cooperation area? 7
b.3 What is the joint cooperation level of the project, according to the cross-border cooperation 8

: criteria (joint development, joint implementation, joint staffing, joint financing)?

C Financial and management capacity N 16
Does the Lead Beneficiary have experience in cross-border or other international project
c.1 management and sufficient capacities (human resources, equipment, etc.) to ensure the good 6
functioning of the project and coordination of a cross-border partnership?
2 Do the project Beneficiaries have technical capacities and expertise in the fleld of action of the 6
¢ project?
3 Do the Beneficiaries have the experience and the capacity to manage the allocated budget for 4
¢ the implementation of their activities?

D Quality of intervention 28
di Are the objectives and expected results of the project clearly defined and addressed to solve 8

' specific problems of the area?

d.2 Are the activities, the work plan and the timetable clear, realistic and appropriate to achieve the 5

* expected results and the objectives of the project?

d.3 Are all Beneficiaries adequate for achieving the foreseen objectives and are tasks and g

y actlvities clearly and appropriately distributed among the Lead Beneficiary and the partners?

Does the project establish an organized and operational management system, able to ensure
d.4 the adequate coordination of the partnership, the monitoring and evaluation of the activities 3
progress, and the communication and publicity of the operation?
d.5 Is the project innovatory and what added value does it develop? 3
a6 Do the project activities and results have the concrete and realistic possibility to have a follow 2

) up after the end of the Programme contribution?

d.7 Does the project represent a capitalization of previous cross-border cooperation experiences? 3

E Budget of the project 12

-13-



Anno XL - N. 31 Speciale (31.07.2009) Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo Pag. 51

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2007 - 2013

Call for proposals

e Does the project budget reprasent value for money? 7
6.2 Are the estimated expenditures rationally quantified for the full and satisfactory implementation 5
' of the foreseen activities? :

‘Total score :

For this Call for proposals, no specific criteria per Measure are established. All the project proposals
will be assessed on the base of the general criteria above described. The JMC carries out the quality
assessment, with the support of the JTS and the collaboration of the National/regional Authorities of
the Programme and, if necessary, of external experts.

The maximum score is 100, resulting from the sum of the poinis assigned for each section of the
evaluation grid.

A project proposal will not be eligible for funding if:
o itachieves a score lower than 70 points;

o it does not achieve at least half the points foreseen in each section of the evaluation grid.

Projects that do not fuifil both the above-mentioned minimum scores cannot be financed by the
Programme.

in case 2 or more projects have the same scores, priority will be given to projects that enhance the
higher score under the Section D “Quality of the intervention" of the evaluation grid. In case of further
equality, the priority will be given to projects with the higher score under the other Sections of the
evaluation grid, taking into account the following order of precedence: Section A "Consistency with the
programme strategy”; Section B "Cross border character of the intervention"; Section C “Financial and
management capacity”; Section E “Budget of the project”.

At the end of the evaluation procedure, the JMC elaborates and approves a single ranking list of all
the formal eligible projects for the Priority 3. The projects are financed according to the available
budget of this Call for proposals and under the conditions set by the JMC.

After the quality assessment of the project, the JTS will require to Lead Applicant of projects selected
for funding to provide the following documents, in order to verify the eligibility of the project
Beneficiaries:

o Certified copy of Statute or its relevant articles of the project Beneficiaries, praving the eligibility of
each partner (public bodies will not be required to provide this document). ‘

o Certified copy of the final budget of the last 3 years. If the organization is less than 3 years
funded, the final budget of the last 1 or 2 years must be provided (Public bodies and Bodies
governed by public law will not be required to provide this document).

o (in case) Certified copy of the national/regional/iocal official act which ensured the public national
co-financing where it is not automatically allocated by the state and it is not guaranteed by public
OWn resources,

These additional documents must be in English language. In case the original of the document is not
in English, the relevant Beneficiary must send a translated version in English accompanied with a
declaration (signed in original by the legal representative or an authorized substitute) of compliance
with the original.

In case the Lead Applicants do not provide the required documents in the duly form and in time, or if
the content of the documents reveals the ineligibility of one or more Beneficiaries, the project will be
rejected and cancelled by the ranking list approved by the JMC. The immediate following eligible
project in the ranking list will be funded.

The final ranking list will be published by the Managing Authority according to the national and
regional regulations; it will be published also in the Programme website, according to the Article 62 of
the Regulation (EC) n. 718/2008. The Managing Authority, throughout the JTS, informs the Lead
Beneficiaries about the project evaluation result.

- 14 -
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‘ §.13. CONTRACT SIGNATURE AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

After the conclusion of the evaluation procedure, the Lead Beneficiaries of the projects selected for
funding will sign the Subsidy Contract with the Managing Authority of the Programme.

The Subsidy Contract shall determine the rights and responsibilities of the Lead Beneficiary and the
Managing Authority, the reference to the activities to be carried out, terms of funding, requirements for
reporting and financial controls, etc. The Lead Beneficiary will conclude a Partnership Agreement with
all other projects Beneficiaries. The payment of public co-financing shares will follow the rules and
procedures established by each Programme participating Countries.

In case of approval of a project with a private Lead Beneficiary, the Lead Beneficiary will be asked to
provide, before the signature of the Subsidy Contract, proof that a financial guarantee is in force, The
guarantee shall be issued for the total Programme contribution allocated to the project and be valid
until the finai reimbursement by the Programme. Other details about the guarantee will be described in
the Applicants’ Manual.

The contracting and implementing rules are described in the Applicants’ Manual.

As general rule, the grant payments are made on a reimbursement basis. Payment claims are
transmitted by the t.ead Beneficiary to the Managing Authority on behalf of the partners. Payments will
be made as soon as possible to the Lead Beneficiary's account by the Ceriifying Authority of the
Programme. Payments are made in Euros only. It is the responsibility of the Lead Beneficiary to
distribute the funding among the partners according to the expenses presented by each partner.

The Managing Authority will assign an advance payment to the Lead Beneficiary for the project start
up, up to the fimit of 15% of Community contribution allocated to the project, taking into account that
the expenditures incurred by Beneficiaries from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Mantenegro and Serbia would be eligible only if that Countries signed the Financing Agreement with
EU Commission (see § 10). The advance payment is granted to Lead Beneficiaries under the
condition that the Managing Authority has yet received by the European Commission the Programme
pre-financing, according to the Article 128 of EC Regulation 718/2007.

The JMC will reserve the right to reduce the Programme confribution to projects with a level of
accounted expenditures below 30% of the total budget, by the 31% October 2010.

According to the Article 121 of EC Regulation n.718/2007, for the award of service, supply and work
contracts, all Beneficiaries (public as well private) of the approved and funded projects must apply the
procurement procedures for the "External aid rules” established in the Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV of
Regulation (EC, Euratem) No 1605/2002 and Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title Ill of Regulation (EC, Euratom)
No 2342/2002, as well as Commission Decision C 2007) 2034 of 24 May 2007 on the rules and
procedures applicable to service, supply and work contracts financed by the general budget of the
European Communities for the purposes of cooperation with third countries. These procedures will be
available on the Programme website www.interregadriatico.it..

Those provisions shall apply in the whole area of the CBC Programme, both on the Member States'
and on the Candidate and Potential Candidate Countries’ teriitory. In case of missing or wrong
application of the above-mentioned procurement rules, the Managing Authority will reserve the right to
reduce or cancel the funds assigned to the project.

All other information concerning the grant payment and other project implementing aspects are
described in the Applicants’ Manual that is to be considered part of this Call for proposals.

‘ §.14. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For further information, please visit the Programme website www.interregadriatico.it or contact the
Joint Technical Secretariat at the following addresses:

Joint Technical Secretariat

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme

Via Leonardo Da Vinci, n. 6 — Palazzo Sifone

67100 L’Aquila — ltaly

E-mail: info@adriaticoipa.com

15 -
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|PA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2007 - 2013

Call for proposals

’7§. 15. DOCUMENTS OF REFERENCE J

Before the submission of any project, it is important to refer to the following documents:

2]

Council Regulation (EC) n. 1085/2006 of 17 July 2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-
accession Assistance (IPA Reguiation).

Commission Regulation (EC) n. 718/2007 of 12 June 2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC)
no. 1085/2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA Implementing
Regulation).

IPA Adriatic CBC Operational Programme 2007-2013, approved on 25" March, 2008,
IPA Adriatic CBC Implementation Manual.
Applicants' Manual — 1st Calls for proposals.

External aid rules for the award of service, supply and work contracts, established by the
European Commission and indicated in the Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV of Regulation (EC,
Euratom) No 1605/2002 and Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title lll of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No
2342/2002, as weil as Commission Decision C 2007) 2034 of 24 May 2007.

These documents can be downloaded on the Programme website at the following address:
www.interregadriatico.it.

‘ §.16. ANNEX
o Applicants’ Manual
o  Application Form.
¢ Template of Letter of intent.
o Template of The de minimis Declaration..

16~
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Application Form

1st Call for ordinary project proposals

Form to be filled in and returned by post:

IPA-Adriatic Cross-Border Cooperation Programme
Joint Technical Secretariat

Via Lecnardo Da Vinci, n.6 - Palazzo Silone

Postal Code: I-67100

City: L'Aquila

Country: ITALY

Acronym: st Call for proposals Cover sheet: pag. 1di 2
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Table of Contents

Lead Applicant Confirmation

1.Proiect ldentification
2.Cross-border Parinership
2a.Associates

a.Project Descriplion
4.Work Plan

5.Budaget

5a.Invesiments

B.Timeplan

Legenda

To be fllled In

7o choose fram a list

Authomatle

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals Cover sheet: pag. 2di 2
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Lead Applicant Confirmation
By signing the Application Form (AF) the Lead Applicant:
1) confirms that the information declared in the AF are to the best of one's knowledge accurate and true

2) takes note of the fact that the application will no lenger be processed if it does not provide for any
additional information requested by the Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS) or the Managing Authority

Place and date: Signaiure of Lead Applicant Legal Representative/Delegate:

Name of signing person

Position of signing person

Official Stamp

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals Lead Applicant Confirmation
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1.Project Identification

1.1. Project Title

1.2, Project Acronym

1.3. Priority / Measure

1.4. Lead Beneficiary {(official name in English, Country, level of Nuts Il - lll or equivalent}

1.5. Project lenght

Year Month

1.6, Total budget

I 0,00 € E Total budget must be >= 500.000

1.7.Partnership

|Number of Beneficiaries per Country
ALBANIA 1]
GREECE 0 BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA 0
ITALY 0 CROATIA 0
SLOVENIA 0 MONTENEGRO a
SERBIA 0
Other [art, 97 reg (EC) 718/2007] 0
Total Number of Beneficiaries 0

Total Number of Associates

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals 1.Project Identification pag. 1 di 2
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1.8. Project Summary

Acronym: 1st Call for preposals 1.Project Identification pag. 2 di 2
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2. Cross-border Partnership
2.1 Lead Beneficiary
Lead Beneficiary. ... ..

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals 2.Cross-border Partnership: pag. 1 di 4
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€0,00
€0,00
€0,00

€0,00

Acronym; 1st Call for proposals 2.Cross-border Partnership: pag. 2 di 4
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2.2 Partnership composition
Beneficiary 1.

{Institution narme in' nalianal
siorlginal language -
Institution. name in.E
Htranslation ::

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals 2.Cross-border Partnership: pag. 3 di4
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€0,00
- €0,00
€ 0,00

€0,00

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals 2.Cross-border Partnership: pag. 4 di 4
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Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo

Pag. 63

2a. Associates

Associate 1 -

Institution

Horiginal language: .

Institution mame jn national

Institution name in English

Acronym:

1st Call for propaosals

2a.Associates: pag. 1di 1
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3. Project Description

3.1. Project background and the problems and/or challenges to address

3.2, Project Objectives (general and specific)

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals 3.Project Description: pag 1 di 6
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3.3. Coherence of the project

3.3.1. Coherence of the project with the Programme's strategy

3.3.2.Coherence of the project with the relevant EU policies and horizontal issues

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals 3.Project Description: pag 2 di 6
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3.3.3. Coherence of the project with public national and subnational strategies
of the territories involved

3.4. Added value of the cross-border coooperation in this project

Acranym: 1st Gall for proposals 3.Project Description: pag 3 di 6
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3.5. Methodology appraach

3.6. Expeted results and outputs

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals 3.Project Description: pag 4 di 6
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3.7. Sustainability and long last effects of the project

3.8. Level of cross-border cooperation

3.8.1, How the project will realize one/more of the previous joint cooperation system

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals 3.Project Description: pag 5 di 6
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3.9. Project management

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals 3.Project Description: pag 6 di 6
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5a.lnvestments

5a.1 Investment details
Investment :
Type :

investment's costs

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals 5a.lnvestments: pag. 1 di 5
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5a.2 Investment details
Investment :
Type

Acronym: ist Call for proposals 5a.Investments: pag. 2di 5
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5a.3 Investment details
[nvestment
Type

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals S5a.Investments: pag. 3 di 5
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5a.4 Investment details
Investment R
Type

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals Sa.Investments; pag. 4 di 5
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5a.5 Investment details
Investment
Type

Acronym: 1st Call for proposals Sa.nvestments: pag. 5di 5
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To be printed on headed paper of the Lead Applicant/Pariner

IPA Adriatic Cross-border
Cooperation Programme
2007 - 2013

LETTER OF INTENT ]

The undersigned
representative/respol

as legal

declares:

v to comply with the project proposal <Acranym: 2! submitted by the
<Lead:Applicant.name>-as Lead Applicant (in case of Le he words in yeflow)
for the 1st Call for proposals of the IPA Adriatic Cross-Border Cooperation Programme;

v that the Lead Applicant acts as all Partners' representative towards the Managing Authority and the
other bodies of the Programme, for administrative and financial activities envisaged for the
selection and signing the Subsidy Contract, in case of approval;

v to commit, in case of approval, to sign a Partnership Agreement regulating the managing terms and
the relations between Partners;

v that information included in the project proposal is correct and true;
v to take obligations and duties ensuing from the Project, should it be financed;

¥ that expenditure incurred for Project's activities implementation has not been and/or will not been
financed by other public funds (community, national, regional, local);

v that the Project is not a reproduction of other Projects already financed by publi¢ funds;

vV that the total budget allocated to the organization | represent for Project's implementation activities
is EUR, of which

= EUR granted by the Community IPA funds
EUR ensured as public naticnal co-financing, from =inserf iz

-EUR as additional own contribution (if applicable).

! Applicants can refer to the Applicants' Manual for the corract indication of the Beneficiary’s co-financing source, according to
the Country's co-financing system.
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Furthermore, declares not being in any one of the situations listed below:

‘/

is bankrupt or being wound up, is having its affairs administered by the courts, has entered into
agreement with creditors, has suspended business activities, is the subject of proceedings
concerning the matters, or is in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure provided
for in national legislation or regulations;

has been convicted of an offence concerining professional conduct by a judgement which, in
accordance with legal provisions of the State, has the force of res judicata;

has been guilty of grave professional miscoduct that the Managing Authority can verify by any
mearns;

has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions or the payment of
taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the Country in which it is established or the
Country of the Managing Authority or the Country where the activities are to be performed;

has not been the subject of a judgement which has the force of res judicata for fraud, corruption,
criminal association or any other illegal activities detrimental to the Communities' financial interests;

has been declared, following to another procurement procedure or grant award procedure financed
by the the Community's budget, to be in serious breach of contract for failure to comply with their
contractual obligations;

Furthermore, declares to know that the hody represented might not been granted for the
financing awarded if at the time of the selection procedure:

v
v

v

is subject to a conflict interest;

has attempted to obtain confidential information or influence the competent authorities'
representatives during the evaluation process of current or previous calls for proposals;

is guilty of misrepresentation in supplying the information required by the Managing Authority or by
other badies of the Programme as a condition of participation in the call for proposal and/or the
project appraisal;

Agrees:

v

that information and data included in the project proposal can be used and recorded by authorized
people, and only used for statistic, control and publicity puposes of the Programme, in accordance
with the law in force;

that if the project proposal is approved, the Managing Authority is entitled to publish the office’s
name and address of all the beneficiaries financed by the Programme and the public fund amount
granted under Community Reguiations in force;

to supply any additional information or documents relating to the project and partnership if
requested by the Managing Authority and the Joint Technical Secretariat for implementation,
management and evaluation needs.

We hereby declare to be informed that, in pursuance of Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) n.
1605/2002 of 25 June 2002 establishing the financial regulation applicable to the general budget of the
European Communities, the beneficiaries guilty of criminal or illegal activities can be subject to
administrative and pecuniary penalties in pursuance of the Regulation and national law dispositions.

Place and date Legal represenrative/delega[ez

Official stamp (if available)

e If the Signatory is different from the Legal Representative an official autharization has to be attached.
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THE DE MINIMIS DECLARATION ]

Title and acronym of the project: {ir

I, as

E] Legal representative; or

D delegate of the Legal representative

of the following organisation: [insert the'name of partn nglish),
Declare that;

1. acting as Final Benefi c|ary |n the framework of IPA Adriatic CBC Programme, the institution that !
represent shall be considered as® (check only one):

Fublic body, commits itself with activities, described in the project proposal, that are not
undertaking or market oriented and so are not affecting trade between Participating States;

Pubiic body, commits itseif with activities, described in the project proposal, that are undertaking,

because they are market oriented and so are affecting trade between Participating States
{activities “de minimis” aid relevant);

) Bady gaverned by public law, commits itself with activilies, described in the project proposal, that
are not undertaking or market oriented and so are not affecting trade between Participating States;

D) ‘E] Body governed by public law, commits itself with activities, described in the project proposal, that

are undertaking, because, they are market oriented and so are affecting trade between Participating
States (activities “de minimis” aid relevant);

E) El Private organization, including private company, commits itself with activities, described in the

prOJect proposal, that are not undertaking or market oriented and so are not affecting trade between
Participating States;,

F) EE Private organization, including private company, commits itself with activities, described in the

project proposal, that are undertaking, bacause, they are market oriented and so are affecting trade
between Participating States (activities “de minimis™ aid relevant);

Regulatlon EC n. 718/2007, Article 2.8.
2 According to art, 87 of the Treaty of the Eurapean Union, the legal nature of beneficiary is not relevant (public or private) but the nature
of the activities implemented that determines whether the State aid discipling has to be respected or not.

1
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For the following reasons :

(max 1,000 characters)

2. The institution | represent:

EI will be the end user of the Public contribution; or

; will not be the end user of the Public contribution.

Please also mention whether, in case of the implementation activities will be delegated to ane of controlled
institution, it should be considered or not as an undertaking activity and why:

(max 1,000 characters)

3. The institution | represent accepts that the only aid admitted by the IPA-Adriatic CBC Programme is the
one under the de minimis rule, governed according fo this declaration (notes enclosed) and the EC
Regulation 1998/2006 on the application of Articles 87 and 88 of the Treaty of the European Union, to de
minimis aid®. The EC Regulation 1998/2006 fixes the maximum of public grants to any undertaking up to the
total amount of EUR 200,000, over the last three years of fiscal period. This threshold, following the EC
regulations, is reduced to EUR 100,000 in the road transport sector; to EUR 30,000 in the fishers and
aquaculture sectors; to EUR 7,500 in the primary production of agricultural products®. These ceilings shall
apply including all aid granted by the national, regional or local authorities, irrespective of the form of the de
minimis aid or the objective pursued and regardless of whether the aid granted by the Participating State is
financed entirely or partly by resources of European Community origin®. The period shall be determined by
reference to the fiscal years used by the undertaking in the Participating State concerned. When an overall
aid amount provided under an aid measure exceeds this ceiting, that aid amount cannot benefit from the |PA
Adriatic CBC Programme, even for a fraction not exceeding that ceiling. In such a case, the benefit of the
IPA Adriatic CBC Programme cannot be claimed for this aid measure either at the time the aid is granted or
at any subsequent time®. The aid ceiling is expressed as a cash/gross grant. It is considered in gross figures,

* The EC Regulation 1998/2006 applies to any public grants to undertakings in all sectors, with the excaption of:
{a) aid granted to undertakings active in the fishery and aquaculture sectors. It is covered by Council Regulation (EC) No 875/2007,;
(b) aid granted to undertakings active in the primary production of agricultural products as listed in Annex | to the Treaty of the European
Union. It is covered by Council Regulation (EC) No 1535/2007.
It is forhidden de minimis ald granted to:
(¢} undertakings active in the processing and marketing of agricultural products as listed in Annex | to the Treaty of the European Union,
in the following cases;
(i) when the amount of the aid is fixed on the basis of the price or quantity of such products purchased fram primary producers
or put an the market by the undertakings concerned,
(i) when the aid is conditional on being partly or entirely passed on to primary producers;
{d) export-related activities towards third countries or Member States, namely aid directly linked to the quantities exported, to the
establishment and operation of a distribution network or to other current expenditure linked to the export activity;
{e) contingent upon the use of domestic over imported goods;
{f) undertakings active In the coal sector, as defined in Regulation (EC) No 1407/2002;
{9) the acquisition of road freight transport vehicles granted to undertakings performing road freight transport for hire or reward;
h) undertakings in difficuity.
In the agriculture sector;
{a) "agricultural products" means products listed in Annex | to the EC Treaty, with the exception of fishery products;
{b) "processing of agricultural products" means any operation on an agrieultural product resulting in a product which is also an agricultural
product, except on farm activities necessary for preparing an animal or plant praduct for the first sale;
{c) "marketing of agricultural products" means holding or display with a view {o sale, offering for sale, delivery or any other manner of
placing on the market, except the first sale by a primary producer to resellers or processors and any activity preparing a product for such
first sale; a sale by a primary producer to final consumers shall be considered as marketing if it takes place in separate premises
reserved for that purpose.
* The de minimis aid shall not be cumulated with others State Aid in respect of the same eligible costs if such cumulating would result in
an aid intensity exceeding that fixed in the specific circumstances of each case by a block exemption Regulation or Decision adopted by
the European Union.
5 The Authority granting the aid must verify that the Applicant complies with the conditions laid out by the present declaration and the
rutes of Reqg. (EU} 1998/2006. In particular, it does not exceed the ceiling of allowance aid; it will, for that reason, have to ask the

2
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before any deduction of tax or other charge. Where aid is awarded in a form other than a grant, the aid
amount shall be the gross grant equivalent of the aid. Aid payable in several instalments shall be discounted
to its value at the moment of its being granted. The interest rate to be used for discounting purposes and to
calculate the gross grant equivalent shall be the reference rate applicable at the time of grant.

4. If a third party organisation will be delegated to operate under the de minimis State Aid scheme on our
behalf, the Institution that | represent should ensure that the third party organisation actually has the
necessary systems and procedures to comply with the de minims regulation.

5. In case of any provisions not complying with this declaration (notes enclosed), with the Applicants' Manuai
and with the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme, the State aid grants will be governed according to the EC
Regulation 1998/2006 on the application of Articles 87 and 88 of the Treaty of the European Union to the de
minimis aid and to the Community competition policy legislation.

8. In case of project approval, | commit myself — under criminal law — to inform the Managing Authority of IPA
Adriatic CBC Programme, if the institution | represent has received public funds under the de minimis regime
after the date of signature of this declaration.

7. As required by art. 3 (3) Reg. (EC) 1998/2006, all the relevant documents under the de minimis scheme will
be recorded and maintained for 10 years from the date on which the aid was granted, and they will be
produced under any request by the public authorities or the EC.

8. | acknowledge that untruthful/false declarations, in addition to the administrative sanctions and the request
of refunding unduly received contribution charged with the interests, can also be prosecuted under the penal
code.

Place and date Legal represeniative/delegate’

Official stamp (if available)

undertaking o issue a declaration to this effect. Also, based on the above discipline, it has to be investigated whather the Applicant
have to be considered an undertaking ar nat.

"ifthe Signatary is different frem the Legal representative an official authorization has to be attached.
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List of grants received

Fill only in the case of relevant activities under the de minimis aid

Fiscal petiod considerad from <day/month fye r> to <day/month/year>

The following list reports the value of the funding received under the de minimis regime in both national and Eurcs values. The
exchange rate to be used for the conversion of the national value te Euros is the rate published in the National Bank Official Journal
on the date of award's receipt.

Date of Typology of public arants Authority granting Gross equivalent Aid

granting
National Vatue /Euro

TOTAL GRANTS AMOUNT
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| LisT OF AcRONYMS

AA Audit Autharity

CA Certifying Authority

CBC Cross-border Cooperation

cC Candidate Countries

EC European Commission

EU European Union

IPA Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance

JMC Joint Monitoring Committee

JTS Joint Technical Secretariat

LB Lead Beneficiary

MA Managing Authority

NGO Non-Governmental Organization

NUTS Nomenciature of Territoriat Units for Statistics

OFLC/FLCO Office of the First Level Control

oP Operative Programme

PCC Potential Candidate Countries

PRAG Practical Guide for contract procedures funded through the General Budget
of the European Community in the external actions context

SME Small and Medium-size Enterprise

TA Technical Assistance

[ DEFINITION

Community The part of the total public cost which is financed by the Community (85%).

Contribution

Beneficiaty Albania, Bosnia Herzegavina, Croatia, Montenegra, Serbia.

Countries

Final Any organisations, whether public or private, responsible for initiating or initiating

Beneficiary and implementing operations. In the context of aid schemes, final Beneficiaries are
public or private bodies carrying out some activittes of an operation and receiving
public aid under the de minimis regime.

Financing Agreement concluded between the Commission and each Beneficiary Country

Agreement following @ Commission financing decision approving the Community contribution to
the IPA-Adriatic CBC Programme.

Fiscal Year Period used for calculating annual financial statements in businesses and other

(Financial organizations. It regards accounting and taxation reported per twelve months, but do

Year) not require that the period reported on constitutes a calendar year (i.e. January
through December). Fiscal years vary between businesses and countries.

Impacts The sustainable long-term benefits of an activity (e.g. improved regional situation

because of more effective policies, fall in number of long-term unemployed, increase
in biodiversity, increased regional GDP). They relate to the project's objectives and
tell us whether the short-term benefits (the results) have actually caused the desired
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improvements.
Lead One of the Final Beneficiaries (FB) of the approved project, who assumes all the
Beneficiary responsibilities towards Programme’s Bodies and the other Final Beneficiaries,
regarding the received grants. [t is the contractor of Subsidy Contract.
Lead One of the Final Beneficiaries (FB) of an operation appointed by the other FBs to
Applicant submit the project proposal. It will be Lead Beneficiary, in case of appraval.
Outcomes Used to describe the combination of project outputs, results and impacts.
Outputs The products (tangible) of the activities funded (e.g. number of reports written,

number of seminars held, kilometres of riverbed cleaned, number of innovation
centres opened). They show what has actually been produced for the money given
to the project. They are different from Outcomes.

Participating All Countries Involved in the IPA-Adriatic CBC Programme: Albania, Bosnia
Country Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece, Italy, Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia.

Public Any public contribution to the financing of operations whose origin is the European

Expenditure Community or the budget of the public authorities of the Beneficiary country and any
contribution to the financing of operations whose origin is the budget of public law
bodies or associations of one or more regional or local authorities or public law
bodies.

Resuits The immediate advantages of carrying out project activities (e.g. number of regional
policy changes, number of members of target group given additional training,
percentage reduction of certain pollutants in a river system, number of new business
start ups). They show the benefit of funding the outputs. They are different from

Impacts.
Subsidy Contract between the Lead Beneficiary and the Managing Authority; it states the
Caontract Final Beneficiaries responsibility and duties arisen from the Programme's grants,
Total The public expenditure and any other contribution to the financing of operations.

Expenditure
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| §. 1. INTRODUCTION

The present Manual aims at providing accurate and detailed information concerning the first Calls for
proposals launched under the IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2007-2013. The
Applicants’ Manual is part of the first Calls for proposals Application Pack. It is necessary to highlight
that the present Manual refers to the three Calls for proposals launched for Priority 1, 2 and 3.

This Manual has to be considered as a useful tool for the Lead Applicants and all the Partners in order
to understand the requirements, the commitments and all technical aspects to be respected to submit
an appropriate project proposal.

In addition, the Manual explains in details how to fill in all the Application Form's sections and, in
particular, what kind of error messages will appear where inconsistencies in the project proposal file
incurred.

The Application Pack includes the following documents:
- Applicants' Manual;
- Application Form;
- Template of Letter of intent;
- Template of The de minimis Declaration .
The above-mentioned documents can be downloaded from www.interregadriatico. it,

The Manual may be updated whenever a change in the Programme implementation system,
legislative amends or other requirements oceur.
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[§. 2. GENERAL PROGRAMME INFORMATION

2.1. The Programme eligible area

The Programme eligible area consists of the NUTS 3 territories of the participating EU Member States
(Greece, ltaly, Slovenia) and the equivalent level territories of the participating Candidate Country
(Croatia) and the Potential Candidate Countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro} on
the Adriatic Sea. Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory under a phasing out
condition: it means that Serbian Beneficiaries shall participate only in the projects that develop
institutional cooperation initiatives..

According to the Article 97 of IPA implementing regulation, the Programme admits derogations to the
territorial eligibility rule for adjacent areas to eligible territories, up to the limit of 20% of the amount of
the Community contribution to the Programme.

{52 igivlo Frogramee Araa |
=22 Tarttoriat derogation
7] phasing out

The eligible territory
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The following table shows details of IPA — Adriatic Programme area (both eligible and derogation

territories):
Progra.mme
territory
Member States

Gorizia, Trieste, Udine, Padova, Rovigo, Venezia, Ferrara, Forli-Cesena,
FEligible Ravenna, Rimini, Ancona, Ascali Piceno, Macerata, Pesaro-Urbino, Chieti,
Italy Pescara, Teramo, Campobasse, Bari, Brindisi, Foggia, Lecce.
Derogated ‘ L'Aquila, Pordenone, Isernia, Taranto

\ Eligible \ Kerkyra, Thesprotia

| Eiigile | Obaino kraska
Slovenia
l Derogated 1 Goriska regjja, Notranjsko-kraska regija.
:Candidate Country
\ Eligible Dubrovnik-Neretva, Istra;Lika-Senj; Primorje-Gorski kotar; Sibenik-Knin; Split-

Croatia Dalmatia, Zadar,

J Derogaited ’ Karlovac County

 Potential Candidate Countries

Eligible

i Fier, Durrés, Lezhé&, Shkodér, Tirang, Vioré
Bile¢a, Capljina, Citluk, Gacke, Grude, Jablanica, Konjic, Kupres, Livne,
Bosnia and Eligible Ljubln]e Ljubuski, Mostar, Neum, Nevesinje, Posusje, Prozor/Rama, Ravno,
. Siroki Brljeg,Stolac. Berkoviél, Tomislavgrad, Trebinje, Istoéni Mostar :
Herzegovina
Sarajevu Economic Region, North-West Ecenomic Region, Central Bih
l Derogated ' Econemic Region :
[ Eligible ‘ ?:I; Budva, Cetinje, Danilovgrad, Herceg Novi, Kator, Niksié, Podgorica, Ulinj, :
Montenegro Plievija, Bijelo Polje, B R | dri | l k
l Derogated ievija, Bijelo Polje, Berane, RozZaje, Plav, Andrijevica, Kalasin, Mojkovac,

Savnik, Zabljak, Pluzine

_Phasmg-out Country

Whole territory

2.2. Programme goal and strategic approach
The global objective of the Programme is:

Strengthenmg of sustainable development capablhhes of
| the Adriatic region through a concerted strategy of
i action between the partners of the eligible territories.

The Programme strategy consists of the following specific objectives:

1. Strengthening research and innovation to facilitate development of the Adriatic area
through economic, social and institutional cooperation. Economic, social and institutional
cooperation s intended to develop research and innovation capacity, creation and application
of knowledge. This aspect is particularly important to the Programme. This Priority is central
because it aims at growing and creating competitiveness in the territorial and productive
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economic systems. There are several types of intervention aiming at strongly supporting the
actions that give added value to cross-border activities.

2. Promoting, improving and protecting natural and cultural resources through joint
management of technological and natural risks. The improvement of the environmental,
natural and cultural resources of the area of the Programme is the second identified Priority.
The significant qualitative and quantitative potential of the areas' natural and cultural
resources is considered very important and consequently is inserted in the Programme. The
interventions aim to improve, promote and protect these resources through joint maximising
use of them.

3. Strengthening and integrating existing infrastructure networks, promoting and
developing transport, information and communication services. Fundamental role to the
development and the revival of the Adriatic area is the development of the infrastructure and
the promotion of transport, information and communication services. A “corridor’, even a
marine one, connecting the two banks, would contribute o strengthening the economy of the
whole area and encourage exchange outside it.

The specific objectives will be achieved through the following Priarities and Measures:

Priority 1 Priority 2

,,,,,,, __ Priority3
Accessibility and
Networks

I Econiomic, Secialand

Institutional Resources and Risk
Cooperation Prevention

:| Measure 2.1~ Protection and
enhancement of the marine and
|| coastal environment

i| Measure 1.1— Research and
il innovation

Measure 3.1 — Physical
infrastructure

|| Measure 2.2 - Natural and
Measure 1.2 — Financial support | cultural resources management Measure 3.2 — Sustainable
|| for innovative SMEs and prevention of natural and mobility systems

| technological risks

Measure 2.3~ Energy saving

Measure 3.3 — Communication
i| and renewable energy

| Measure 1.3~ Saocial, labour

| and health networks 1 resources iI networks
‘| Measure 1.4 — Institutional Measure 2,4 — Sustainable
|| cooperation | tourism

Furthermore, the strategy design could not fail to take into account the opportunity of building on
experience gained in the previous programming period, both in terms of results achieved and the
Adriatic networks created.

The Programme objectives contribute o the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas with particular aftention
paid to sustainable development.
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2.3. The Calls for proposals budget

The total Programme contribution available for each Call for proposals is broken down as following:

: co-financing

i| Priority 1 - Economic, Social A
| and Institutional Cooperaticn € 21,250,000,00 € 3,750,000.00 € 25,_00.0,000.00

Priority 2 - Natural and Cultural o
{ Resources and Risks € 21,250,000,00 € 3,750,000.00 € 25,000,000.00
i| Prevention ’ Gy e

{| Priority 3 - Accessibility and
i| Networks

€ 21,250,000,00 €3,750,000.00 | € 25,000,000,00:

TOTAL | €63,750,000.00 | €11,250,000.00 | €75,000,000.00

The JMC and the Managing Authority reserve the right not to grant all available funds in each Call, if
the number of received project proposals that satisfy all selection criteria and evaluation criteria is
insufficient.

2.4. Relevant Documents

Before submitting any project, it is fundamental to refer to the Commission Regulations, as well as to
the framework documents of the Programme:

IPA Adriatic CBC Operational Programme 2007-2013, approved on 25™ March, 2008.
IPA Adriatic CBC Implementation Manual.

Council Regulation (EC) n. 1085/2006 of 17 July 2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-
accession Assistance (hereinafter "IPA Regulation”).

Commission Regulation (EC) n. 718/2007 of 12 June 2007 implementing Council Regulation
(EC) no. 1085/2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (hereinafter "IPA
Implementing Regulation").

Commission Regulation (EC} n. 1998/2006 of 15 December 2006 on the application of Articles
87 and 88 of the Treaty to de minimis aid.

External aid rules for the award of service, supply and work contracts, established in the Chapter
3 of Part 2, Title [V of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 and Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title lll of
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2342/2002, as well as Commission Decision C (2007) 2034 of 24
May 2007 on the rules and procedures applicable to service, supply and work contracts financed
by the general budget of the European Communities for the purposes of cooperation with third
countries.

These documents can be consulted and downloaded on the Programme website at the following
address: www.interregadriatico.it.
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| §. 3. PREPARATION OF PROJECT PROPOSALS

3.1. The Partnership

The minimum partnership established for an IPA Adriatic CBC project must involve at least one
Beneficiary from one EU Member State (eligible territories of Greece, ltaly and Slovenia) and one
Beneficiary from one Candidate or Potential Candidate Countries (eligible territories of Albania,
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia).

: 1'jects with Beneficiaries from Meber States only or
{ from (potential) Candidate Countries only are not

i admissible and will be rejected.

Partnership from only territories covered by other CBC programmes financed with EU funds (i.e. IPA
CBC Programme Slovenia — Croatia; IPA CBC Programme Greece — Albania) are not allowed. With
regards to the participation of Slovenia, Greece, Albania and Croatia in the Programme, the following
cross-border partnerships are not eligible:

- the Obalno — KraSka region in Slovenia and the Istarska Zupanija and/or the Primorsko-goranska
Zupanija counties in Croatia,

~ the Thesprotia and/or the Corfu prefectures in Greece and the Vlore region (districts of Viore and
Saranda) in Albania.

In order to be considered eligible under the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme, a project with the above-
mentioned partnership must involve also at least a Beneficiary either from another eligible Member
State or ancther Candidate or Potential Candidate Country.

In order to optimize the project management, it is
| recommended to build a partnership of no more of 15
| Beneficiaries.

According to the Article 95.2 of the Regulation (EC) n. 718/20086, project partners must cooperate in at
least one of the following ways and justify clearly the choice in the project description:

o Joint development: it means that project must be planned out by the cross-border partnership.
Beneficiaries from the different Countries contribute to identify project shared objectives, results,
output, activities, budget and timing. The Lead Beneficiary might coordinate this process,

o Joint implementation: it means that project must be carried out throughout a close linkage and
collaboration between cross-border Beneficiaries, ensuring the coordination of the respective
tasks and activities in terms of contents, planning, timing and quality of outcomes. An efficient
shared project management system shall be appointed under the Lead Beneficiaries
responsibility.

o Joint staffing: it means that project partners have a defined role and allocate staff to fulfil this
role (e.g. one joint project manager, one joint financial manager, etc.). That staff will be
responsible for project activities in all Countries involved. Unnecessary duplications of functions in
different partner organizations should be avoided.

o Joint financing: it means that the project has a joint budget with funding allocated to partners
according to the planned activities. Programme reimbursement will be made to the bank account
of the Lead Beneficiary. The Lead Beneficiary is responsible for administration and distribution of
these funds and for reporting on their use.
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3.1.1. Eligibility of Beneficiaries

The following categories of Beneficiaries are eligible for project application and funding under these
Calls for proposals:

- Public bodies: national, regional, local authorities and other public bodies. Public bodies are
organizations founded and governed by public law, and their main purpose is to fulfil public needs.

- Bodies governed by public law: pursuant to the Article 1.9 of Directive 2004/18/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004, a body governed by public law means
any body:

a) established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general interest, not having an
industrial or commercial character,

b) having legal personality and

¢) financed, for the most part, by the State, regional or local authorities, or other bodies
governed by public law; or subject to management supervision by those bodies; or having
an administrative, managerial or supervisory board, more than half of whose members are
appointed by the State, regional or local authorities, or by other bodies governed by public
law,

- Private organizations, including private companies: any organization (non profit and profit
making) funded by private law can be eligible partner and receive IPA funds.

| Under these Calls for prposals, profit making
| organizations mean only Small and Medium Enterprises
| (SMEs), according to the Recommendation C(2003)
k 1422,

SME can only act as Beneficiary, but can not be Lead Beneficiary of a project (see.§ 3.1.4. of this
Manual). Serbian SMEs cannot participate as project Beneficiaries.

International arganizations can participate in a project only as Associates.
| International organizations are eligible neither as Lead
| Beneficiary nor as Beneficiaries under these Calls for

| proposals.

The Beneficiaries must have a registered office in the Programme eligible area or be in one of the
following conditions:

- to be national and regional public authorities, or body governed by public law, which have
administrative competences in the eligible area but which are located outside of it (e.g. ministries,
regional offices, etc.);

- to be a University located outside Programme eligible area, with a relevant faculty on the eligible
territories.

Potential Beneficiaries from participating Countries belonging to one of the above-mentioned
categorles are considered as partners located in the Programme area.

As general principle, the operation must be implemented in the Programme cooperation area above
described.

At project level, in exceptional cases, expenditure incurred by partners located outside the Programme
area as defined above may be eligible, if the project could only achieve its objectives with that
partner's participation and the activities are carried out for the benefit of the Programme area (art.
87.1, Reg. (EC) 718/2007).

-12-
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In case one or more Beneficiaries (or the Lead Beneficiary) do not fulfil all these requirements, the
project shall be rejected.

Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory under a phasing out condition. The
participation of Serbian Beneficiaries is open to all cross-border initiatives concerning the institutional
cooperation in the specific areas for each relevant Priority as indicated in the following table;

Areas for Serbian participaticn

Science and Research, Health, Environment, Education,
1 Economy and Regional Development, Govemance and Fublic
Administration, Sport,

Culture, Science and Research, Environment, Govemance and
Public Administration.

3 Science and Research, Environment, Economy and Regional
Development, Governance and Public Administration,

-In-case of Serbian Beneficiaries’ participation-does not
§ cover the above-mentioned sectors, the JMC will reserve

the right to reject the whole project or to require the
| exclusion of the Serbian Beneficiary as financial partner.

Serbian SMEs are not eligible as project Beneficiaries.
3.1.2. The Lead Beneficiary

According to the Article 96 of EC Regulation n. 718/2007, the final Beneficiaries of an operation shall
appoint a Lead Beneficiary among themselves prior to the submission of the proposal for the
operation. The Lead Beneficiary shall assume the following responsibilities:

- it shall lay down the arrangements for its relations with the final Beneficiaries participating in
the operation in an agreement comprising, inter alia, provisions guaranteeing the sound
financial management of the funds allocated to the operation, including the arrangements for
recovering amounts unduly paid;

- it shall be responsible for ensuring the implementation of the entire operation;

- it shall be responsible for transferring the Community contribution to the final Beneficiaries
participating in the operation;

- it shall ensure that the expenditure presented by the final Beneficiaries participating in the
operation has been paid for the purpose of implementing the operation and corresponds to the
activities agreed between the final Beneficiaries participating in the operation;

- it shall verify that the expenditure presented by the final Beneficiaries participating in the
operation has been validated by the controllers referred to in Article 108 of the EC Regulation
n. 718/2007

All eligible Beneficiaries can act as Lead Beneficiary of a
| project, with the exception of SMEs, that are eligible only
| as final Beneficiaries.

If the Lead Beneficiary of a project selected for funding is a private organization (different from SMEs),
at the moment of the Subsidy Contract signature, it will be required to provide proof that a financial

13-



Anno XL - N. 31 Speciale (31.07.2009) Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo Pag. 167

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programime 2007 - 2013

Applicants’ Manual

guarantee is in force (in a form accepted by the Managing Authority). The guarantee shall be issued
for the total Programme contribution allocated to the project and be valid until the final reimbursement
by the Programme is made.

3.1.3. The Associates

The participation of organizations as “Associates” without financial contribution from the Programme is
allowed.

The Associates do not have to respect the eligibility rules established for the project Partners and can
be located also outside the Programme area. As they are not Programme funds Beneficiaries, the
Associates cannot be considered for the fulfilment of the partnership requirements.

Associates have to be clearly identified in the Application Form, and their functions have to be
indicated in the project description; they cannot act as supplier in the implementation of the project.

| The Associates participation in a project meeting with
the reimbursement of the relative expenditures from the
Programme is possible only if these costs are incurred by |

| one project Beneficiary.

3.1.4. State aid regimes

According to the Article 90.6 of the EC Regulation n. 718/2007, “for State aid in the meaning of Article
87 of the Trealy, public aid granted under cross-border programmes shall observe the ceilings on
State aid". It means that State aid rules must be applied under the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme both
in Member States and non Member States.

It is important to define when the Programme contribution can be considered a State aid. The
following conditions are established by the Art, 87 of the EU Treaty:

. . Check under IPA CBC
‘ Explanailon Adriatic Programme

The resources come from public bodies (EU, |
national, regional and Jocal authorities, public banks, |
Transfer of public etc). Financial transfers that constitutes aid can take
resources many forms: not just grants or interest rate rebates, °
but also loan guarantee, accelerated depreciation -
allowances, capital injections, tax exemptions, etc.

YES

The aid should constitute an economic advantage
Economic advantage .| that the undertaking would not have received in the || To be evaluated case by case
normal course of business.

A contribute is considered ‘“selective” if the :
Selectivity authorities administrating the funds enjoy a degree . YES
of discretionary power. :

Aid must have a potential effect on competition and

Effect on trade between Member State. The nature of the
competition and beneficiary is not relevant in this context (even a | To be evaluated case by case
trade non-profit organization can engage in economic
activities) .

The conditions “Transfer of public resources’ and "Selectivity” are commonly present in all project
funded under the call for proposals procedures, while the others (“Economic advantage” and "Effect

-14-
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on competition and trade") should be verified case by case, focusing mainly on the Beneficiary's
activities in the project. The assessors have to evaluate if activities assigned to each Beneficiary
{independent on its legal status) are market oriented, if, in other words, the Programme contribution
constitutes an economic advantage and it can, also only potentially, distort the regular competition
among economic operators.

The main requirement to consider a Beneficiary subject
to the State aid regime is the nature of the activities it

| intends to implement and not its legal status (public or
| private).

The IPA Adriatic CBC Programme applies under the 1% Calls for proposals the de minimis discipline,
according to the EC Regulation n. 1998/2008. This Regulation covers small amount of State aid (*de
minimis aid") which do not constitute State aid in the sense of Article 87(1) of the Treaty.

It means that if a final Beneficiary of Programme funds is an undertaking - that is any entity engaged in
an economic activities regardiess its legal status (public or private) and the way in which it is financed
— de minimis discipline will apply.

The p ass Beneficiaries constituted
| under public or private law and operating in the market
| will be granted by IPA Adriatic CBC Programme under

| the de minimis rule, according to the EC Regulation n.
§ 1998/2006.

Within the domain of competition law, an undertaking is identified as any entity which exercises an
activity of an economic nature and which offers goods and services in competition {actual or potential)
with other operators active in the market, carrying out activities of an economic nature, devoted to the
production and marketing of goods and services in the market.

This very wide concept of undertaking also includes all private and public firms and the entire what
they produce. Activities carried out within the framework of statutory tasks normally performed by
public authorities do not fall within the concept of an undertaking, in view of their non-business
purposes and procedures.

In many cases, however, local public or administrative bodies may be considered to be similar io
undertakings. In this regard the Commission has observed:

"Admittedly, municipalities and local authority associations are not normally regarded as underiakings.
But, even though they may carry out a range of public tasks and exercise public powers, they can,
according to the ruling given by the Court of Justice of the European Communities on 16 June 1987, in
Case 118/85 (Commission v ltaly), be regarded as undertakings if they carry out an economic activity
on the market. This is to be assumed to be the case here especially if the municipalities are active via
an owner-operated municipal enterprise”.

When assessing the whole range of activities of these bodies a pragmatic approach that takes into
account the activities that will be implemented within the market is required. Waste disposal or
treatment, for example, which in the past was the prerogative of local administrations or was provided
by them outside the market logic, is now largely considered a business activity. In general, such
activities are often carried out by entities that are mainly or completely controlled by public bodies and
directed towards a public interest are considered business activities.
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| The ' de “minimis rule requirements imply that
undertakings (i.e. private companies, together with
public authorities and bodies governed by public law
developing economic activities on the market) will only
be granted aid if they do not have received totalling

more than 200.000 EUR over a three-year fiscal period.
his threshold is reduced to 100.000 EUR in the road

| transport sector, 30.000 EUR in fishery and aquaculture
| sector, 7.500 EUR in agricultural sector.

Each Beneficiary must declare if the activities that it will carry out in the project are relevant for the
application of the de minimis rules.

| The Beneficiary musi respect the ceilings and the rules of
| the de minimis regime, if the activities that it will
| implement in the project are market oriented (having an
}_industrial _or_commercial _character) and_can_affect_the_

trade between Member States.

In case the Beneficiary project activity is considered state aid relevant, it shall provide a declaration
indicating the total amount of state aid received in the preceding, three, fiscal years, awarded explicitly
as de minimis funding.

The de minimis rules under EC Regulation 1998/2006 apply to aid granted to undertakings in all
sectors, with the following exceptions:

Public assistance up to € 100.000,00 {Reg.
EC 1998/2008)

Transport

Public assistance up to € 30.000,00 (Reg.

Fishery and aquaculture EC 875/2007)

Public assistance up to € 7.500,00 (Reg.

Primary production of agricultural products EC 1535/2007)

Operators in the primary production of De minimis regime is applicable just in
agricultural products certain cases {Reguiation EC 1998/2006)

Aid contingent upon the use of domestic

over imported goods. De minimis regime not applicable

’ Coal sector i De minimis regime not applicable

Acquisition of road freight transport vehicles
granted to undertakings performing road De minimis regime not applicable
freight transport for hire or reward.

| Un.derta.ki.ngs in .difﬁculty. 1 De minimis regime not applicable

h

i Export aid i De minimis regime not applicable
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If Beneficiaries’ project activities can be considered as State aid relevant, the maximum grant (cash
and/or gross equivalent) will be calculated in compliance with the de minimis regime.

In this case, the Beneficiary must ensur % of its total

budget from its own resources.

3.1.5. Public procurement

According to Article 121 of Regulation (EC) n. 718/2007, all Beneficiaries (from EU and non EU
Countries; public and private as well) shall follow the procurement procedures for the award of service,
supply and work contracts, foresee by the EU “External aid rules”..

| The External aid rules for the award osel'vme supply
§ and work contracts shall apply in the whole area of the

Programme, both in Member States and in IPA
beneficiary Countries.

The External aid rules are available from the following Internet address:

http:/fec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/practical_guide/index_en.htm and from
the Programme website,

In case of missing or wrong application of the External aid rules for public procurement, the Managing
Authority will reserve the right to reduce or cancel the funds assighed to the project.

3.2, Project budget
3.2.1. Project size
The total project budget for ordinary projects must respect the following thresholds:

- Minimum total budget: 500,000.00 EUR.
~ Maximum total budget: 5,000,000.00 EUR.

| In order to ensure a balanced participation of ryApp——
| border partnership, each Beneficiary budget cannot
; exceed 60% of the total project budget and must have a

000.00 EUR otherwise the

Total budget includes the IPA funds, the national public co-financing and Beneficiary's additional
funding, if required. In case the project does not fulfil the above-mentioned financial limits, it shall be
rejected.

| The IPA co-financing rate covers up to 85% of the total
public cost (Programme contribution). 15% of the total
public cost shall be covered by the public national co-
| financing rate ensured by each project Beneficiaries

i according to the system applied by each participating
I Country. 15% national co-financing share can not be
conferred by private resources.
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In case project Beneficiaries implement activities considered as State aid relevant, the maximum grant
will be calculated in compliance with the de minimis regime. In this case, the Beneficiary must ensure
156% of its total budget from its own resources (see the next scheme).

The Applicant should foresee at least an allocation of 30% of the total project budget by the 31
October 2010.

3.2.2. The National co-financing

According to Article 90.2, the Community contribution for cross-border programme cannot exceed the
maximum rate of 85% of the total public cost. The remaining 15% has to be covered by public national
contribution, brought in by each project participant depending on the national co-financing system,
established by each participating Country.

Project co-financed by IPA Community funds must be financed only by public funds. Solely public
costs have to be used as a basis for calculating the Community contribution. Therefore 85% of [PA
Contribution will be paid out only if 15% of public national co-financing is ensured as well. The
Community rate up to 85% applies to the total public contribution. Beneficiaries must precisely indicate
the co-financing source (state, regional, local, other public) in the Letter of intent.

When private partners participate in a project as final Beneficiaries, they have to prove that their
national contribution will be provided by public bodies (public sponsor(s)) only for the project purposes.

It means that:

- Beneficiaries from Greece and ltaly with public and private status and bodies governed by public
law will receive public national co-financing by State funds.

- Public bodies and bodies governed by public law Beneficiaries from Slovenia must co-finance a
share of 5% of their public national co-financing amount with their own public resources; 10% of
public co-financing left over will be guaranteed by the State.

~ Private Beneficiaries from Slovenia will receive 15% of public national contribution by the State
against their own additional contribution of 5% of the total budget.

- Beneficiaries with public status and bodies governed by public law Beneficiaries from Albania,
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia must co-finance whole 15% of their public
costs from their own funds or other public resources.

- Private Beneficiaries from Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia must
guarantee that their 15% share will be ensured by a public body (at national, regional, local level),
they can not contribute with their own funds to the public national co-financing.

The Applicants have fo calculate project budget with a “total budget” planning approach. “Total
budget” is 100% of the financial resources needed to implement project activities (which includes also
additional funding where required). The "total public cost” {net of additional funding) is used as a basis
for calculating the contribution from the IPA Funds.

The next scheme sums up the rate of Programme confribution (the total public cost) in relation to the
total budget of a project taking in consideration the different typologies of Beneficiaries per
participating Country. The scheme distinguishes also when activities and outputs are or not marked
oriented in the framework of the project.
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3.3. The eligible costs

Eligible costs are the ones necessary for carrying out the project activities and shail be paid out
directly by final Beneficiaries. They have to be paid within the period of eiigibility and to be incurred in
compliance with the rules about the Programme eligible area and the location of activities, as
established in the Calls for proposals and in this Manual (§§ 2.1, 3.1).

In general, these costs should be exclusively dedicated to the project objectives and activities. If not,
they have to be allocated proportionally to the operation, applying a justified fair and equitable method
of calculation.

As general rule, the starting period of eligibility of expenditures is different for Member States and for
Non-Member State Beneficiaries.

Expenditures incurred on or after the 15t aal 007,
are eligible for Greek, Italian and Slovenian
Beneficiaries.

| Expenditures incurred afier the signature of the
| Financing Agreement between each of participant

Countries and the European Commission are eligible for
{ Albanian, Bosnian and Herzegovina, Croatian,

| Montenegro and Serbian Beneficiaries.

Projects should not exceed 36 months, This limit applies for the operative phase of the project
excluding preparation activities. This period must include all the technical AND financial activities.

The date of the end of the project is stated in the Application Form. All expenditure must be engaged
and paid out before the date of the end of the project.

Expenses considered eligible are divided into:
1) project preparation costs;
2) project implementation costs.

All the eligible costs must be expressed in EUR. The indication of expenditures with other currencies
will lead to the rejection of the project.

3.3.1. General criteria for eligibility of expenditures

According to the Article 34 and B9 of the EC Regulation n. 718/2007, the following table shows an
overview of not eligible and eligible costs for project implementation:
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Not eligible costs

Value added taxes if:

- they are not recoverable by any means;

- it is established that they are borne by the Final
Beneficiary; and

- they are clearly identified in the project proposal.

Taxes, including VAT

Charges for transnational financial transactions.

‘| Customs and import duties, or any other charges

The bank charges for opening and administering
the accounts, where the implementation of an

operation requires a separate account or
accounts to be opened.

Bank charges, costs of guarantees and similar

charges.

Conversion costs, charges and exchange losses

associated with any of the component specific -
euro accounts, as weli as other purely financial :
i| expenses.

| Legal consultancy fees, notarial fees, costs of
i technical or financial experts, and accountancy
‘| or audit costs, if they are directly linked to the co-

financed operation and are necessary for its :

| preparation or implementation.

Fines, financial penalties and expenses of |

litigation.

The cost of guarantees provided by a bank or .
| other financia! institutions, to the extent that the
guarantees are required by national or;

‘| Gommunity legislation.

Purchase, rent or leasing of land and existing |
' buildings. :
/| The purchase of {and for an amount exceeding
| 10% of the eligible expenditure of the operation

concerned.

| costs attributable to the implementation of the
operation concerned. Flat-rates based on

| average costs may not exceed 25 % of those

| direct costs of an operation that can affect the
i level of overheads. The calculation shall be
properly documented and pericdically reviewed.

Operating costs

‘ Second hand equipment.

?’ Contribution in kind.

{ Interest on debt.

As general rule to be considered eligible, expenditures must:
- not be financed by any other Community or national Programmes, or, however, by public funds;
- be closely linked with the project approved by the JMC;

- be necessary to the operation;
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- satisfy the principle of sound financial management, economy (cost effectiveness) and logic of cost-
benefit;

- be made in the eligibility period for the project (as indicated in § 3.3);
- belong to one of the categories of expenditure (as indicated in the next sub-paragraphs.);
- be less than or equal to the total budget;

~ correspond to actually (fnanmal output} and finally {included in the Beneficiary's budget) payments
incurred by the Beneficiaries without the possibility of recovery;

- be recorded in the accounts of the Beneficiaries and be clearly identifiable (keeping a separate
accounts for the operation or using a code which allows to identify clearly the accounting of the
operation);

- be supported by original documents of expenditure, with the exact amount and date, with the words:
"Expenditure incurred under IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme, operation "xy”,
No.".. " forasumof€... ... ... .. reporting date.....". The use of a stamp is suggested;

- be incurred in accordance with existing legislation (civil, tax, accounting, etc ...);

- be supported by a technical-administrative report, signed by the legal or administrative
representative, to be produced at the time of reporting, where is specified in detail the link between
the expenditure incurred and project aclivities to which the expenditure relates (relevance and
compliance of expenditure to the project);

- be incurred and presented in accordance with a clear division of responsibilities between
Beneficiaries, supported by an organizational chart that clearly defines who does what for each
activity carried out within the project (technical, scientific, management, internal control, payment),
and by documents that unequivocally justify any delegation of responsibility;

- respect the guidelines for expenditures (IPA Programming Guide Volume | for Component I1).

Moreover, the following expenditure paid by public authorities in the preparation or implementation of
an operation shall be eligible:

(a) the costs of professional services provided by a public authority other than the final
beneficiary in the preparation or implementation of an operation;

(b) the costs of the provision of services relating to the preparation and implementation of an
operation provided by a public authority that is itself the final Beneficiary and which is
executing an operation for its own account without having recourse to other outside service
providers if they are additional costs and relate either to expenditure actually and directly
paid for the co-financed operation.

The public authority concerned shall either invoice the costs referred to in point (a) of this paragraph to
the final Beneficiary or certify those costs on the basis of documents of equivalent probative value
which permit the identification of real costs paid by that authority for that operation.

The costs referred to in point (b) must be certified by means of documents which permit the
identification of real costs paid by the public authority concerned for that operation.

In well justified cases, project activities (i.e. organization of transnational meetings, etc.) can be
implemented in the cities where the EU institutional are located (i.e. Brussels, Strasbourg, etc.}; the
relative expenditures are eligible only if they are incurred by eligible Beneficiaries and for activities
carried out in the institutional Offices of the States, Regions and other relevant Public Authority
involved in the project.

Other eligibility rules not specified have to be applied according to the general rules for project
expenditures.

Additional information about the procedures to record and account the project expenses can be found
in the Project Management and Accounting Manual.
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3.3.2. Preparatory costs
Preparatory costs can only be eligible for those projects finally approved for funding. These costs must
relate exclusively to preparation activities carried out:

- by Beneficiaries from EU eligible Countries, from the 1% January 2007 to the day of submission
of the project application;

- by Beneficiaries from extra-EU States, from the date of the signature of the Financing
Agreement between each of these Countries and the European Commission to the day of
submission of the project propoesal.

In case Beneficiaries fall into the de minimis regime, the preparation costs are not efigible.

The Beneficiaries must include the preparation costs in the Application Form, pay these expenditures
before the submission of the first progress report and show the direct connection to the approved
project.

To be eligible, the preparation costs ¢ t exceed 2% of

the approved total budget.

The preparation costs must be incurred only for the following activities:
- finalization of the application documents (staff costs and external expertise);

- joint meetings for the preparation of the project (travels, accommodation, meeting and events
costs);

- preparatory studies, analysis and researches for activities to be carried on within the project
(staff costs, external expertise).

The above-mentioned activities must respect the eligibility rules of expenditures defined per budget
lines (see next § 3.3.4). For the preparation activities overheads are not eligible.

3.3.3. Implementation costs

Project implementation costs are eligible from the date of approval of the project by the JMC to its
closing date, as defined in the approved Application Form. At the earliest, costs are eligible as from
the day of publication of the Calls for proposals, provided that this day is the official start of the project.
In this case, Beneficiaries may decide at their own risk to start the implementation activities before the
project is finally selected for granting. In case of Beneficiaries fall into the de minimis regime, the
implementation costs are eligible at earliest from the closing date of the Calls for proposals.

In any case, the costs incurred by Beneficiaries from extra-UE States cannot be considered eligible if
incurred before the date of signing of the Financing Agreement between each Country and the
European Commission.

Project expenditures are eligible for the implementation of operation, under the following budget line:

- Staff costs;

- Overheads

- Travel and Accommodation

- External Expertise

- Meetings and Events

- Promotion costs

- Equipment

- Investments

- Financial charges and guarantee costs.
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3.3.4. Eligibility of expenditure by budget line

Staff costs

In this category are considered eligible the expenses incurred for in-house personnel performing
operation activities directly employed by the Beneficiary for a fixed term, permanent and on the basis
of a contract concluded between the employee and the organization of the Beneficiary as an
employer.

Costs NOT:included in ‘Staff costs’ budget line

Costs for external experts coniracted by the

organization of the Beneficiary where it does not These costs should be reported under another
have adequate internal skills for the category of expenditure: "External expertise”

implementation of project activities.

These costs should be reported under another
category of expenditure: "Travel and
Accommodations”

Travel, accommodation and subsistence
allowances for praject in-house personnel.

Overheads

According to Art. 89 (3, f) of IPA Regulation (EC) No 718/2007, overheads are eligible expenses
“provided they are based on real costs attributable to the implementation of the operation concerned.
Flat-rates based on average costs may not exceed 25 % of those direct costs that can affect the level
of overheads. The calculation shall be properly documented and periodically reviewed”.

Overheads can be allocated to the project according to two methods:

a) overheads directly allocated to the project (real costs);

b) overheads allocated proportionally to a project {flat rates based on average real costs).
a) overheads directly allocated to the project

This method can be applied if it is possible to allocate the overhead costs directly to the project.
Therefore direct overheads are the real costs clearly identifiable and directly linked to the project's
activities. They must be justified by receipted invoices or accounting documents having an equivalent
probative value,

Direct overhead costs have to fulfil the following criteria:

- show a direct link to the project's activities;

- must be calculated on the basis of actual costs and capable of verification, i.e. based on factual
elements in the partner's general accounting system which can be verified by an auditor;

- no lump sums, overall estimations or arbitrary keys are allowed.

Office costs such as electricity, heating, water and service charges related solely to the project :
activities. :

Administrative costs such as telephone, fax, internet, postage, copying, and office supplies related
solely to the project activities.
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b) overheads allocated proportionally to a project

This method can be applied if it is impossible to allocate the overhead costs directly to the project. In
this case the calculation has to be done on flat rates based on average costs. The resulting flat rates
may not exceed 25% of those direct costs of an operation that can affect the level of overheads.

The general conditions for the use of flat rates are the followings:
~ proporticnally distributed overhead costs must be attributable to the implementation of the project;

~ the calculation of overheads shall be properly documented and reviewed yearly. In the case of on
the spot checks, the relevant accounting documents supporting the calculation method should be
made available for the controllers at the partners’ premises;

- the costs must be distributed according to the following methods depending on which can best
reflect the type of cost:

o the ratio of the number of people working for the project / number of people working in the
organisation or department;

o the ratio of the number of hours worked on the project / number of hours worked in total in the
organisation or department;

o the ratio of the surface used by the personnel working for the project/surface of the organisation
or department.

|| Office costs such as electricity, heating, water and service charges related solely to the project and
carresponding to the m? space used for project activities. :

Administrative service, book-keeping, salary administration, postal / telephone services, copying and -
‘| centralized computer support. :

| Office supplies.

Travel and accommodation

This cost category refers to all travel and accommodation costs and subsistence allowances of
employees of the Beneficiary institutions officially listed in the Application Form related to their
participation in meetings, seminars, conferences and other similar activities, closely related to the
project, taking place both in the territory of the Programme and, if applicable, outside the Programme.

. : Goéts NOT included ih ‘Trével and Accorﬁiﬁodétion’ budget liné .

The travel and accommodation costs of any external

experts participating in project activities. These costs should be budgeted under

another category of  expenditure;
"External expertise"

The travel and accommodation costs for the participation
of Associates in the project meetings and activities as
long as paid by final Beneficiaries (see § 3.1.4.).
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Eligible costs exkamplé‘sk, |

Transport (by plane, train and car): round trip ticket from the place of the event, in situ travels; visas,
airport taxes.

Board and lodging (hotels, restaurants; etc.).

Subsistence allowances of employees of the partner institutions officially listed in the Application
Form :

Movements that take place outside the area of cooperation of the project must be adequately justified
as to their necessity and relevance to the plan of activities of the project.

Travel, accommodation and subsistence allowance for project in-house staff (see ‘staff costs' section),
may be reported in accordance with the provisions indicated by National Employment Collective
Agreement or Company contract, or any regulations /internal circulars of Beneficiary institutions.

External expertise

This category includes the eligible expenses directly related to the project and ordered from an
external party, under the following conditions:

- the work of the external expert is essential to the project;

- rates charged by the external expert are reasonable and are in relation to level of experience and
expertise;

- the selection of the external experts shall comply with the relevant EU and/or National Public
Procurement Law in force. )

Project Beneficiaries cannot be contracted as an external expert or be a subcontractor.

‘| Professional expertise (e.g. studies, researches, etc.).

Travel and accommodation ¢costs of external experts participating in project activities.

Experts for project management, assistant, financial manager, etc. (in circumstances whereby the :
Lead Partner or the partner's organisation does not have the adequate professionals to perform the
tasks related to the project or for shared activities).

| Costs of technical and financial experts, accountancy and legal consultancy fees, if they are directly
| linked to the project and are necessary for its implementation.

| Other services necessary to implement the project (e.g. translation of project documents not linked to
|| specific budget lines). :

Costs NOT included in ‘External Expérﬁse’ budg'et line

Reproduction or translation of project documents These costs should be budgeted under ancther
linked to specific events. category of expenditure: "Mestings and Events”.
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Meetings and Events

In this category costs for the organization of conferences, seminars, meetings, workshops, events
directly related to the project and traceable from the approved Application Form, shall be allowed.

By way of example all costs related to the following goods and services may be included:

| Etigible costs examples

l Renting of equipment for events.

| Interpretation at events and translation of documents linked to specific events.

‘ Printing of materials directly related to events, etc.

‘ Catering expenses,

For each event must be clearly indicated the purpose, the list of participants, the location, the duration,
the number of participants, the number of languages for which the services of translation is provided.

Public Procurement rules must be observed in selecting the company or individual that will carry out
the assignment (see § 3.1.5).

Promotion costs

Promotion expenditures include all costs related to information and communication activities related to
the operation.

It is advisable to plan all promotion activities in order to ensure a constant information on the
assistance provided by European funds, to illustrate the role of the Community and to ensure
transparency. Communication and visibility activities should be properly planned and budgeted at
each stage of the project implementation. These activities should not only focus on publicising the EU
support for the action but also on its outcome and impact.

These actions must be provided as an essential part of the operation and made during its
implementation, until the results. Great attention should be devoted to the presentation of resulis at
the end of operation.

By way of example all costs related to the following goods and services may be included:

1‘ Brochures, leaflets and newsletters.

) Press releases, inserts in newspapers.

’ The design and maintenance of web page for the project.

Other publication costs related to the project but not linked to specific events or seminars (e.g. display
/| panels, commemorative plaques, banners, promotional items, photographs and audio-video
production).

Other services concerning costs not linked to specific events, but necessary for the implementation of
promotion activities (e.g. transiations of promotional project documents).

All costs in this category must comply with the requirements deriving from EU Regulations on publicity
and information in order to be considered as eligible. It is advisable to consult the Communication and
Visibility Manual for EU External Actions available on the following website:
http://ec.europa.eufeuropeaid/work/visibility/index_en.htm.
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Equipment
This cost category refers to the followings:
a) purchase of equipment;
b) rent of equipment;
c) leasing of equipment.

In accordance with art. 34 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 718/2007 costs for second hand
equipment shall not be eligible.

a) The purchase of equipment

The full purchase price is only eligible if the total economic life and depreciation period are shorter
than or equal to the project duration. The amount has to reflect the actual use of this item in the
context of the praject. In all other cases only depreciation costs shall be eligible.

For equipment that will not be used by project partners or project target group after project completion
and if the economic lifetime of the equipment is longer than the project duration, only the depreciation
costs are eligible. In this case, the eligible expenditure will be its depreciation costs during operation
duration. The depreciation rate has to be in line with EU, national or internal partners’ rules.

Equipments that remain in use for the same purpose by the project partners and project target groups
within five years after the completion of project activities will be considered as infrastructure and
therefore the full purchase price will be eligible.

In specific cases the cost of goods that are directly related to the project specific goals can be fully
eligible even if their useful lifetime exceeds the project duration. Such example is office furniture, if the
goal of the project is to set up a bureau which will provide services for the target group of the project.

In this case, all the purchase cost is eligible but Beneficiaries within five years from operation
completion shall avoid any substantial modification:

- affecting its nature or its implementation conditions or giving to a firm or a public body an
undue advantage; and

- resulting either from a change in the nature of ownership.

If, however, services are provided only during the project implementation period, full costs of the
furniture will be ineligible and the depreciation method must be followed.

If it is not exclusively used for project purposes, only a share of the actual cost can be allocated pro-
rata to the project. This share has to be calculated according to a fair, justified and equitable method.
This is for instance the case of the equipment is used by staff working part-time for the operation.

b} Rent of equipment

It is also possible to rent equipment provided that the rental is the most economic and cost-effective
way of getting the equipment for the project purposes.

c) Leasing of equipment

The total leasing fee cannot exceed the cost that would have involved the rent of the same item and
must be related to the period of use of the same for the financed operation. It is necessary that the
beneficiary of the financing respects Public Procurement Procedures Rules.

Investment

As the projects should strive for high levels of tangible and strategically relevant outcomes, the
Programme can allow the co-financing of investments. Investments can constitute integrated aspects
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of projects activities, provided these investments have a trans-national character and a potential
territorial impact. In order to be eligible, they must be listed and specified in the Budget and show a
clear cross-border added value.

This cost category refers to two types of costs:
a) construction works,
b) the purchase of fand (up to a limit of 10%).

a) Construction works

The costs for infrastructure and works may relate to an investment that will be realized from start or for
restructuring, restoration and maintenance of existing infrastructure.

For both of the above-mentioned types of costs, the amount has to reflect the actual use of these
items in the context of the project. If it is not exclusively used for project purposes, only a share of the
actual cost can be allocated pro-rata to the project. This share has to be calculated according to a fair,
justified and equitable method. This is for instance the case of the investment used by staff working
part-fime for the operation.

Construction works that remain in use for the same purpose by the project partners and project target
groups within five years after the completion of project activities will be considered as infrastructure
and therefore the full purchase price will be eligible.

In this case, all the purchase cost is eligible but Beneficiaries within five years from operation
completion shall avoid any substantial medification:

- affecting its nature or its implementation conditions or giving to a firm or a public body an
undue advantage; and

- resulting either from a change in the nature of ownership.

Valid and legally effective construction permit and/ or other document required by national law for
investment must be required to the selected Beneficiaries before signing the IPA Subsidy Contract ®,
The owner of the permit must be partner in the project.

If the subject matter of the Subsidy Contract includes restoration or renovation works or extraordinary
maintenance of fixed assets (where a construction permit is not required), the ownership of investment
should be defined between the project partners.

In case of a real estate investing by a project pariner who is not the owner, he is allowed to present a
proof of ownership of the real estate which is being state-owned, or public-owned in case of public
infrastructure.

In case of project investing into real estate, which is owned by private legal or natural persons, the
partner is required tc submit a long-term hiring agreement or easement contract (with a minimum
validity of 5 years upon project completion).

b) Land purchase
The cost of purchase of land not built on shall be eligible under the following four conditions:

® For instance the Slovene Applicants are required by the "Decree on the Uniform Methodology for the
Preparation and Treatment of Investment Documentation in the Field of Public Finance" to produce a
Document of Identification of an Investment Project (DIIP) and for farger investments the Investment
Plan (IP) and Pre-investment study. These documents must be attached before signing the IPA
Subsidy Contract provided it is still valid by then.
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- there shall be a direct link between the land purchase and the objectives of the operation co-
financed;

- may not represent more than 10% of the total budget;

- a certificate shall be obtained from an independent qualified assessor or duly authorised
official body confirming that the purchase price does not exceed the market value;

- when presenting application the copy of draft contract of sale, showing that the land is free of
any other burden must be submitted.

Financial charges and guararitee costs
In this budget line shall be included:

- charges for transnational financial transactions;

- the bank charges for opening and administering the accounts where the implementation of an
operation requires a separate account or accounts to be opened;

~ the cost of guarantees provided by a bank or other financial institutions, to the extent that the
guarantees are required by national or Community legislation;

- the cost of guarantee requested from the private {not-profit) Lead Beneficiary only up to the
same amount as the pre-financing {(Reg. (EC) 2342 art. 182).

3.3.5. Revenues

Revenues can be defined as earnings generated during the project implementation through the sales
of products and merchandise, participation fees or any other provisions of services against payment.

Any revenue generated by the project whatever their type, origin and amount must be deducted from
the project total cost. This deduction will be made in full or pro-rata depending on whether it was
generated entirely or partly by the co-financed project.

Each time a project has, or would have, the possibility to generate revenue, the Beneficiary shall
inform the Lead Beneficiary who shall inform the JTS.

Should the project be identified as revenue-generating, the MA is entitled to deduct from the final
request for payment the estimated net revenue that may be generated by the project.

The key decision is to consider if revenues can be (or not) calculated in advance:

- if revenues can be calculated in advance, the net revenue (revenue less operating costs
generated all throughout project lifeime) has to be calculated and deducted from total costs;

- ifitis not possible to calculate the revenue in advance, all revenue generated within five years
from operation completion has to be deducted.

All revenue not taken into account will have to be refunded to Programme budget.
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3.4. How to Fill in the Application Form (AF)

In arder to help the Applicants in the submission of a good quality project proposal, the IPA Adriatic
Cross-border Cooperation Programme JTS has developed an Application Form (AF), the structure of
which should drive the Applicants in the project design.

The excel-based (with macro) Application Form is valid for submission proposals under all the first
Calls for proposals launched for each Priority and shows a clear link between project's activities and
financial aspects.

In this paragraph of the Applicants’ Manual is described the main characteristics of the AF and how to
fill in all its Sections. However Applicants can find also some useful tips in the margin line of the AF
how to fill in each boxes.

Form should be filled in English in all its
| Sections and sub-sections without any modifications of
] it. The total or partial missing of this commitment shall

lead to the rejection of the project proposal.

The Application Form is an Excel document and has therefore been programmed using Microsoft
Windows; the proper functioning under other systems is not guaranteed. The ltalian version of the M3
Office 1997-2003 pragramme has been used as default for developing the Application Form.

Since the Application Form uses several Macro-functionalities in order to make the complex document
more user-friendly, Macros have to be activated. Depending on the PC-system, and when opening the
excel-document, following cases might occur:

- a window might pop up asking whether you would like to activate the macro — confirm by
ticking "activate/enable Macros”

- in other cases, you have to do it actively by selecting Menu — Extras/Tools — Macros (in all
open workbooks)

The security level has to be set to "medium” or “lower”. As in the case of the Macros, it might be that
your PC-system has set the security level to "high” by default. o You can change the security level by
selecting Menu — Extras/Toals — Macros — Security — Security level.

The Application Form is structured in these Sections:

K
i - z Cover

‘ - E Lead Applican{ Confirmaltion
{ 1 ; Project identification

i 2 ! Cross-border Partnership

E 2a 5 Associates

i 3 = Project Description

E '4 Work Plan

% 5 E Budget

| 5a Investments

E 6 Time Plan
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The Cover sheet is automatically filled in by the Application itself and can guide the Applicants to
move from a Section to another.

The Lead Applicant must finally fill in the “Lead Applicant Confirmation”. It is part of the Application
Form and should be duly dated and signed in original handwriting by the Legal representative (or
authorized delegate) of the Lead Applicant because he/she validates in such a way all the information
inserted in it.

| In case of signature by a delegate, the original of the
delegation must be attached as part of the Application

| form.

Some of the information included in the sub-sections (blue light cells) are automatically filled by the
Application itself by transferring data inserted in other Sections of the document. The Application Form
contains a lot of warning messages (showed in red colour) which help the Applicants during the
campilation of it.

It is important to v1'ify the presence of mistakes showed
by red warning messages after having filled in all the |
Sections of the AF.

Where indicated the number of maximum characters available is meant spaces included.

3.4.1. Project identification

This Section contains an overview of the project identification information (title, acronym, priority,
length, total budget, number of partners involved).

1.1, Project Title' and '1.2. Project Acronym’. a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 200 characters are
allowed for writing the full project title and up to 20 characters for its acronym. Both project name and
acranym will be transferred automatically to the Cover.

'1.3. Priority/Measure". to fill in both these fields the scroll down menus must be used, Both fields are
interlinked: if you select a specific Priority, only the corresponding Measures can be selected. These
information will be transferred automatically to the Cover.

‘1.4. Lead Beneficiary’ official name in English, Country and level of NUTS Il — Il or
equivalent will be transferred automatically from the sub-section/Section ‘2.1. Lead
Beneficiary/2. Cross-border Partnership'.

'1.5. Project length’. The project ends when all the activities are completed and the last payments
have been made (see § 3.3 of this Manual).

The length of project does not include the preparation
d phase but only the operative phase of the project.

The maximum possible project duration is 36 months; a warning message will appear if the number of
months of duration exceeds 36 months.
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1.5. Project leng hit

Please indicate when
the profect wiil starl
(excluding the
preparation phase) and
fnalise its activifies.

Duration cannot exceed 38 months
S L l

‘1:6. Total budget information will be transferred automatically from sub-section 5.1. A warning
message will be displayed if total budget exceed the defined maximum (EUR 5,000,000.00).

'1.7. Partnership": a total number of Beneficiary per Country is counted. If the minimum cross-border
partnership is not respected a warning messages will be displayed. The number of partners falling into
the condition expressed in the art. 97 Reg. (EC) 718/2007 will even be counted as well as the total
number of Beneficiary and of Assaciates.

*1.8. Project Summary' a brief, but comprehensive, summary of the project should be reported (max
4.000 characters). It is highlighted that the summary will be transferred to the official web site of the
Programme only in case of approval of the project.

3.4.2. Cross-border Partnership

The Applicants must fill in this Section before the others which are linked to the number of partners
indicated here. The blank AF contains as default only 2.1 suUb-section where the Lead
Beneficiary/Applicant information must be inserted and just ONE Beneficiary table in 2.2 sub-section.

To add the correct number of partners involved into the partnership, it is necessary to click on the “Add
Beneficiaries" grey button and to insert the number of partners needed excluding the LB and the
Beneficiary already present as default (e.g. for a partnership composed of 5 partners, the number of
missed partners is just 3 so the number of partners to write is 3). Applicants must be aware that to add
more partners afterwards it always needs to exclude the Lead Beneficiary and Beneficiary present as
default (e.g. there are already 5 Beneficiaries tables but two more tables are needed for a partnership
of 7 partners; click on “Add Beneficiaries” button and write just 5 that is the total number of partners
excluding the Lead Beneficiary and Beneficiary present as default). The tables already filled in will be
not deleted.

2. Cross-border Partnership

Add Beneficiaries
ead Beneficia

Ingtilutien name in national original tanguade

|Lead Beneficiary \ Institutien name in Engéish transtafion

\ Pull down menau
Indicate if the Lead Benaficiary is subjectio il
fillin the Declaration of the "de minimis™ regir
Microsoft Excel . e i e
Hous many Partners to add?
; ]
. Annuia I 1

Tel - fax
&-mail
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Be aware that it is not possible to ‘delete a Beneficiary
tables once added it. In this case Applicants can simply
| leave it blank. :

The official name of the Institution (also in English) , contact details (official address, phone number ,
emall address, contact person) must be indicated both for Lead Beneficiary and for Beneficiaries
(Section 2.1, 2.2 of AF). The English name of the institution will be automatically transferred to
different sections of the Application Form.

Project partners should also indicate the type of institution (their 'Legal status’) and if they are subject
to the de minimis rule (‘Yes’ or ‘No’). It is important that the option indicated here is coherent with what
declared in The de minimis Decfaration. It must be indicated 'Yes' if the Beneficiary falls in the cases
B, D, F described in the Declaration {see also 3.1.4 of this Manual}.

i ‘Legal status’ and the “de minimis” condition inputs are
linked to the 5.2. sub-section of AF “Sources of co-

| financing table per Beneficiary” to calculate

I automatically the “Additional private/public funding”.

situation.

In the field of ‘Address’ the registered office address must be indicated. The ‘Country’ input should be
selected from a scroll down menu, as well as the ‘NUTS Il — /i or equivalent' input. Both fields are
interlinked: if you select a specific Country, only the corresponding NUTS Il-lll or equivalent territories
can be selected.

For project partners located outside the Programme area, eligible if the project could only achieve its
objectives with that partners' participation and the activities are carried out for the benefit of the
Programme area, must select the "other {arf. 97 Reg. (EC) 718/2007)" voice in both the fields. In this
case the Country of origin must be written in the ‘Cify’ field.

Beneficiaries from participating Countries which are national and regional public authorities, or bodies
governed by public law having administrative competences in the eligible area but are located outside
of it {e.g.; ministries, regional offices, universities outside the Programme area but with a relevant
facuity on the eligible territories and other similar cases) are considered as partners located in the
Programme area. In this case they must indicate their Country of origin from the list of participating
Country in the ‘Country’ field scroll down menu and select “other (art. 97 Reg. (EC) 718/2007)" voice in
the 'NUTS Il - [l] or equivalent’ field.

Then the 4 boxes (max 1000 characters for each box) for Lead Beneficiary and for all Beneficiaries
must be filled in.
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s X

iBenefictary. A
iorganfzation thuman
Tesoues; aquipm
bisget, other!

{max 1000 characters)

(max 1000 charscters)

{max 1000 characiers)

(max 1000 characlers)

OO0

Four fields must be filled in order to better understand the relevance of each Beneficiary:

1. In the boxes 1 the human resources, equipments, budget of Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiary
organization must be indicated. These details should demonstrate the capacities of partners to
ensure the good functioning of a cross-border project and joint partnership.

2.7 In the boxes 2 the previous and/or current experience in cross-border cooperation project
and/or in international cooperation must be described by stressing those experiences gained
in the same field or sector of the project proposal in order to check out if pariners have
technical capacities and expertise in the field of action of the project proposal.

3. In the boxes 3 how and why the partner contributes to project must be explained. In this field
what will be described in the Work Packages description must not be repeated but the added
value of that specific partner's participation relating to the aims and the expected results of the
project must be showed.

4. In the boxes 4 the capacities and knowhow of partners to manage project activities and results
must be described.

At the end of each table an overview of Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiaries budget will be transferred
automatically from sub-section 5.2.

3.4.3, The Associates

In case of participation of one or more Associates (see also § 3.1.3 of this Manual), their organization
must be clearly indicated providing all the information required into the 2.2 Section. Besides it is
important to describe the expected contribution of Associate/s to the project implementation and
mainly the added value of its participation relating to the aims and objectives of the project proposal.

3.4.4. Project description

This Section includes the description of the main project proposal aspects (relevance, main
problems/challenges, objectives, implementation methodology, sustainability and partnership) and it is
divided into nine sub-sections described below.

Problems or challenges to be addressed

Applicants should describe the problems and the issues that the project is planning to address. They
must provide background information and explain why the issue is important for the participating
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territories and how it affects whole Adriatic area. They should highlight even the opportunities that the
project wants to take.

Project objectives

Applicants should describe the general objectives and the specific objectives of the project, clearly
referring to the Programme Priority and Measure. This means that in this sub-section, the Applicants
should explain why the project is important to the targeted regions in terms of the longer-term benefits
to final Beneficiaries and wider benefits to other groups and elaborate in details the specific objectives.
The objectives have to be coherent with the problems/issues tackled by the project: it means that the
objectives should provide solutions to the addressed problems.

Coherence of the Project
The project proposal should be coherent with the following items:

o With the Programme: Applicants should clearly describe how the objectives of the proposal
are in accordance with the objectives of the Programme and the relevant Priority, and how
these objectives affect the challenges of the Programme.

o With the EU sector and horizontal policies: Applicants should describe the coherence of
the project objectives with the Gothenburg/Lisbon strategy, with the relevant EU sector
policies (enviranment, ICT, trade, transport, social issues, health, justice, border security,
etc.) and with one or more horizontal issues of the Pragramme (sustainable development,
equal opportunities and non discrimination, fair competition). The activities and the expected
results have to respect the relevant EU rules. The indication of additionality, complementarity
and/or synergy of the project with the EU relevant programming documents and regulations
is useful for the positive assessment of this criterion.

o The national and sub-national strategies of the involved territories: Applicants should
clearly explain the coherence of the project objectives with the relevant pelicies of the
national and sub-national public Authorities (regions, provinces, counties, districts,
municipalities) of all the territories involved in the partnership. The indication of the relevant
programming documents and regulations is useful for the positive assessment of this
criterion.

Added value of the cross-border cooperation in this project

Applicants have to explain why the issues addressed in their project proposal cannot be sufficiently
addressed acting at national, regional or local level and why cross-border Programme resuits will be
more effective in relation to the invoived regions/Couniries.

The added value of a cross-border approach in order to achieve the ObjECtIVES solve the problems
and/or capture the oppertunities has to be shown.

Methodology approach

Applicants should describe the sequence and the combination of the project activities that will lead fo
reach the planned outputs and results.

Methods of implementation and reason for the proposed methodology imply the problem analysis (the
causes and effects), the analysis of objectives (the remedied situation that you would like to see in the
future) and the analysis of strategies (deciding what objectives are to be inciuded in the project and
what strategy will be used to achieve them).

Description of methodology includes the understanding of the level of involvement and activity of other
organizations {Beneficiaries or Asscciates) in the project. A balanced involvement among
Beneficiaries shouid also be mirrored in the performed activities.

When filling in this sub-section of the Application Form, the Applicants should consider that projects
are required to build upon past and current experience / already implemented projects and other
initiatives in order to avoid re-inventing the wheel. For this reason, projects are required to outline past
and current initiatives relevant to the project and to the priority in question. The main focus lies on how
the project will benefit from outputs and lessons learned and how the new project will be built on them.
A mere list of related projects and initiatives should be avoided.
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Applicants should demonstrate in this sub-section the innovation of the proposal (benefits over and
above normal returns that Beneficiaries would receive from a standard action or provision of services,
notably through innovative approaches, e.g. organizational, technological, financial) and the added
value it develops in relation to the following degree(s) of innovation:

- Process - oriented innovation: encouraging the development of new approaches, methods and
tools and the improvement of existing ones (e.g. use of ICT etc.);

- (Goal-oriented innovation: focusing on the formulation of new objectives and strategies, and/or

- Context-oriented innovation:; related to innovation in political and institutional structures and
systems.

The Programme also invites partnerships to reach out to relevant stakeholders, professionals, and
other prajects in order to ensure effective networking and cross-fertilisation beyond the partnerships.

Expected results and outputs

In this Section, Applicants should describe the expected results and outputs of the project, which
should be clearly defined and addressed to solve specific problems of the area,

Results are direct and immediate advantage resulting from carrying on the project activities and from
the production of the outputs. Compared to outputs, results imply a gqualitative value. They should be
measured in concrete units such as the number of staff with increased capacity, the number of good
practices successiully transferred, the number of policies improved.

Outputs are tangible deliverables and visible products of the project. They directly resuit from the
activities carried out in the project. Output indicators are typically measured in concrete units such as
number of seminars, study visits, conferences, participants, publications, good practices identified,
policies addressed.

Sustainability and long last effects of the project

Applicants must explain how transferability and sustainability will be secured after completion of the
project. This may include aspects of necessary follow-up activities, built-in strategies, ownership etc.
In doing so, a distinction between the following 3 dimensians of sustainability has to be made:

- Financial sustainability {financing follow up activities, sources of revenue for covering all future
operating and maintenance costs, etc.).

- Institutional sustainability {(which structures will allow, and how the results of the project will be
carried on after the end of the action? Address issues about the local "ownership" of project
outputs).

- Political sustainability (what structural impact will the project have? - e.g. will it lead to
improved legislation, codes of conduct, methods, etc.?).

Level of cross-border cooperation

The Applicant must select at least one of the joint cooperation system (joint development, joint
implementation, joint staffing, joint financing) and describe how the project realizes it/them (sub-
section 3.8.1 of AF).

To have more details of the different typology of the joint cooperation systems see § 3.1 of this
Manuat.

Project management

In this sub-section, Applicants should describe the proposed management struciure (advisory board,
steering committees, Project Coordinator, Project Managers, etc.} and the description of the methods
to be used to ensure a proper information flow among partners, decision-making procedures that will
be put in place (internal communication).

Project management also includes the procedures for internal evaluation. The project proposal must
ilustrate that "quality control" mechanisms are built {e.g. questionnaires, assessments, regular reviews
of progress made thorough reporting) and how these are used to improve/or adjust implementation if
necessary. Infernal evaluation does not necessary mean that the exercise should solely be carried out
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by the project team; calling upon an outside view (external evaluation) is also valuable evaluation
mechanisms.

As far as Management is concerned, among the number of partners, one is appointed to act as Lead
Beneficiary and thus to form the link between the partnership and the Programme bodies. The Lead
Beneficiary takes over the responsibility and coordination for management, internal communication,
implementation and coordination of activiies among the involved parners, including the full
administrative and financial responsibility.

With reference to what mentioned above, the project design should consider at Lead Applicant level
the involvement of specific competences to ensure a sound management.

The project proposal must describe the main coordination and management structure and procedures
including decision-making process {e.g. composition of the project Steering Committee, its
competences and procedures) and the way in which the day to day management will be organized.
Roles and responsibilities of partners must be outlined.

Projects are even expected to:
- Ensure the availability of state-of-the-art knowledge to the parinership
- Take measures to support an efficient flow of information within the partnership, and

- Make sure that outputs, results, and best practices are transferred outside the partnership and
disseminated in an effective way.

The knowledge created in the project should be easily applicable, transferable and possible to use in
other initiatives inside and outside of the partnership. Promoting the availability of relevant knowledge
to partnership, and beyond, also allows for efficient addressing existing disparities between regions
and uneven development of regions in the cooperation area. Projects should foresee outreaching to
relevant initiatives in the course of implementaticn, that can, for instance, comprise:

- Active participation in relevant events and initiatives,

- Joint events / newsletters with thematically related project/networks,

- Continuous exchange of information,

- Transfer of relevant information / experience / achievements to EU-wide networks / websites.

For this purpose the external communication is not only a technical aspect of the project
implementation but a vital activity to ensure project sustainability after the end of the co-financing.

Therefore, the Lead Applicants are requested to develop together with the partnership a detailed
communication plan covering external (communication outside the partnership) and internal
communication and publicity.

3.4.5. Work Plan

A project work plan implies having a clear and detailed understanding of the actions listed, their
duration, their dependencies and their sequence.

The Work Plan is structured in different Work Packages (WP) and for each one Appiicants should
indicate a title and the WP responsible Beneficiary choosing from a scroll down menu where are listed
all the partners indicated in the Section “2, Cross-border Partnership".
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4.1 WP 0 - Project Preparation
WP responsible Beneficiary

BEnEﬁEInI"/ 1
-| Benefidary 2

Benefidary 3 \

Déslcﬁﬁﬁon

Applicant should indicate titles for the WPs that are not pre-defned Titles of the chosen WPs should

preferably reflect the straiegic cross-border focus and the intended results rather than the planned
activities.

For each WP Applicants should also report a detailed description of the WP not exceeding 1500

characters. A red messages error will appear on the left side of the box, if the case.

14,1 WP ¢ - Project Preporolion ' -~

WP respansible Senaficiory (. .

Doscription e i
{For eacli action, App

A maximum of:{max 1000 ¢}

1500 isomeli
characters s ic!

nts must indicate the start and the and month, a descriplion which shall include the intended objectives snd the approach,
Es5), the geogrphical jocation if relavant and the cost. Barauss the projects invelve a transnational parinership with paitners which F
o not have a deep mutual knowladgs. it is necessary to clearly define and describe inlo the “role of the partnerés™ bax (max 1880
tlers For sach action, Apglicants must indicate the stad and the end month, a dascrptian which shall include the intended objaciivas and the
h, (max 1800 1he location if relevant and the cast. Bocsuss the projects invalve a transnational parnership with k
ipartners which somatimes do not have = deap mutual Imowledge, it is necessary to cleary defing and descsibe into the ‘role of the partner/s® box (max
maxknum i3 31000 chamcters For each action, Applicanis must indicate the start and the ead month, a descriplion which shall include the intended bjectives and
reached at: .. me appeanch, {max 1000 characiers), the geograghical location if sefevant and the cosl. Berauss the piojects involve a transnalionat parinership wilh
Applicamts 340609 wiiich sometimes do not have @ deep mutual knowledge, it is necessary to clearly define and describe into the ‘role of the partner/s” box (max
“‘““:::Imm {1000 chaacters For each action, Applicanis must indicate the start and the end month, a description which shall include the intended ohjeciives and

ithe appeoach, Applmﬂnls must indicale tha s1an and the and month, 3 dascription which shall includs the intended uh;acln’as and tha appoach,

Feld. The |

I1a2 1500 characters

Each Work Package is divided into actions. An action contains either a single activity/output or a group
af actwntles/outputs closely linked to each other thematically.

The maximum number of WPs available is ten. In
each WP maximum 5 actions are available.
It is not compulsory to fill in all the available WPs

| and actions. It is_up_to._the_ Applicants define the.
§ proper number of WP along with the three
redefined ones.

A iarge number of Work Packages does not lead to a better score. Moreover, complete but concise

information, avoiding the continucus repetition of concepts that are not providing additional
information, are preferred.

For each action the Applicants must fill in all the following boxes:
5. the starting and ending period;
6. a brief description;
7. the role of each Beneficiary involved in the action (to indicate an appropriate mix of partners
which needs to participate in an action and who is responsible for what);
the geographical location (if relevant);

the total amount.
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Rl ) Tocatlan it
doseription rolovant)

. . role af each Benaliclary
00D characters Foreach aclion, Applicanis mudt indicate the start and
the ¢nd month, o deseriplion which shall incluge e inle nded
objectives and the approach. {mi 1000 chamcers), the geograghical

1otal ameunt

tocatian f ralovan! and the cost. Because e projscts Involve &
transnatlonal parinership with parters whith sometimes do not have 2

daep mutunt knowdadge, il |s necassary to clearty deling and describe
Int tha *rale of lhe padner/z™ box {max 1000 characlers 0OD
Flaldsare || characters For each acton, Applicants must indicale the stor and the
fimiten to 750 || end monih, a desaiplion which shallinclude the intended ohjsctives

charas-ters] || &ndthe approach, {max 1000 characters), the geographicatfocatlon if
telavant and the cast. Because Ihe projacts (nvolve atrananatiopal
pastna ship with partoars which sometimes do nol have adeep mulunl
knowledge, it is necassary to ctearly define and describe inta the “rale
\ afhe parlner/s® box (max 1000 charaders

NS O

The detail of the activities should allow an easy understanding of the progress of the WP which can -
easily be reviewed during the implementation period. The description of the partners’ specific tasks
should offer a deep understanding of the extent of their involvement.

The maximum characters available for both boxes 2 and 3 is 750; if the maximum is not respected an
error message will appear on the left side of the tables.

§ Applicants must fill in ‘role of each Beneficiary’ (box
n. 3) for each actions, otherwise the Time plan
| cannot automatically be filled in.

At the end of all WP actions, total budget for WP is calculated from the amount of each action. If the
WP total budget does not match with the one indicated in sub-section 5.1, a red warning messages
will warn Applicants.

At the end of each WP, Applicants should fill in the two "qualifative and quantitative description” tables
of the outputs and of the results, with a brief description of the expected output and results and their
target value (i.e.. n. of pariicipants to seminars, n. of brochures printed, n. of steering committee
meetings’ minute...).

| A maximum number of 10 outputs and results can
i be listed per each WP.

The first three Work Packages are predefined: Work Package 00 "Project Preparation™ (not
compulsory), Work package 01 “Cross-border Project management and Coordination” and 02
“Communication and Dissemination”.

Work Package 00 — Project Preparation

This Work Package refers to all the activities done by the Applicants in view of the preparation and
development of the project idea. Costs declared in this Work Package have to show a direct and
demonstrable link to the development of the project idea and can be funded only if the project
proposal is approved.

Typical activities during the preparation phase of a project are the following:
o finalization of the application documents (staff costs and external expertise);

o Joint meetings for the preparation of the project (travels, accommodation, meeting and
events costs);

o preparatory studies, analysis and researches for activities to be carried on within the
project (staff costs, external expertise).
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o Participation in IPA Adriatic Cross-border Programme events like Partner Search
Forum, Info days, Lead Applicant briefings, individual consultations with the JTS and
the Contact Points etc.

For this WP only those categories of costs can be budgeted: staff costs, external expertise, travel and
accommodation, meeting and events costs. Overheads are not eligible.

Concerning the period of eligibility of costs relating to activities carried out in this phase, refers to §
3.3.2 of this Manuat.

Work Package 01 — Cross-border Project Management and Coordination

In order to successfully reach its objectives, a project has to be managed and coordinated efficiently
and reliably. The project coordination must not only ensure the implementation of the tasks described
in the Application Form according to the foreseen timetable but also ensure clear division of tasks
among the beneficiaries, efficient operational management, set up of a financial system as well as
tools to monitor the project performance.

Work package 02 - Communication and Dissemination

Among all the factors and characteristics required for the success of a European cooperation project,
communication, dissemination and knowledge management stand out as being both crucial and
universal, they are the lifeblood of projects. Therefore, a separate Work Package devoted to
communication, dissemination and knowledge management is foreseen in the Application Form.

Other Work Packages can be defined by the project itself by outlining the core content-related parts.
3.4.6. Investment

When projects foresee Investments, Applicants should fill in the “5.a Investment’ table, clearly
describing the investment itself (Construction worksf/Land purchase), the location, its cross-border
character, the financial, institutional and political sustainability of the investment after project's end, as
well as duration and the estimated specification of the investment's costs.

For each investment, Applicants should fill in separate tables. By clicking on the "Add invesiment” grey
button is possible to insert the needed number of tables excluding the one present as default {e.g. in
case of 5 investments, the number of missed tables is just 4 so the number of investment to write is 4).
Applicants must be aware that to add more tables afterwards it always needs to exclude the
investment n.1 present as default (e.g. there are already 3 Investment tables but two more tables are
needed for a total of 5 investments; click on "Add Investment” button and write just 4 that is the total
number of investments excluding the first one present as default). The tables already filled in will be
not deleted.

3.4.7. Budget

A detailed budget should always be prepared on the basis of the activities needed to meet the
project's objectives and the rescurces required to carry out these activities within the time approved.
This preparation should take place by involving all partners in this respect already before the
submission of the Application.

When building their spending forecasts, partners should take into consideration the following
elements:

- Project proposals have to be planned in order to be able to start working immediately without
the risk of delay: 30% of the total budget must be spent and accounted by the 31
October 2010 under penalty of a proportionally reduction of funds (see § 4.4 of this Manual).

- The spending forecast should be an estimation of the actual payments to be done in each
reporting period. Therefore, it only partly reflects the activities taking place in a certain period.
Indeed, if an activity is carried out close to the end of a reporting period, the related payment

_42 -



Pag. 196 Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo Anno XL - N. 31 Speciale (31.07.2009)

IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2007 - 2013
. e e et i e Applicants’ Manual

may only be possible in the following period and the costs should therefore be budgeted only
in the following reporting period.

Please note that spending forecasts will be subject to analysis during the assessment process as well.
In particular, artificial splitting of total costs evenly throughout the project duration will be negatively
evaluated due to its negative effect on the de-commitment calculations on Programme level.

The Section ‘5. Budget’ of the AF is composed of 7 sub-sections interlinked among them and with the
other sections. This connecticn makes possible several automatic cross-checking of the figures and
the automatic completion and calculation of several fields and tables. Therefore there are a lot of red
warning message, supporting Applicants during the compilation if inconsistencies among tables are
produced.

Applicants need to remember to complete the budget tables following the ‘total budget planning
approach’ (see § 3.2.2. of this Manual). The total budget always includes the requested IPA
funds, the co-financing public costs and additional funding where required that are all the financial
resources needed to implement project activities.

"%, Budget® Section Chart flow :

Work
Plan

'5.1. Tolal project budget per WP table presents the total budget by Work Packages and project
partners. The name of the Lead Beneficiary/Beneficiaries compares automatically from the
Section ‘2. Cross-border Partnership’. The amounts allocated to each Work Packages by
single partner are calculated automatically: figures are taken from 5.5. tables. The totals per Work
Packages and per partners are calculated automatically, as well as the proportions showing the
relation between the total amount and each Work Package/Partner,

‘5.1.1 Total project budget per costs categories’ table is filled in automatically: figures are taken from
5.5. tables.

‘5.2 Source of co-financing table per Beneficiary’ summarizes the sources of national public co-
financing. Each participant Country applies a different system in providing national public co-financing
{see the § 3.2.2. of this Manual for detailed rules on national public contribution).

The EU co-financing, the private/public funding (where required), the total public cost and the total
budget are automatically calculated.

The national public co-financing has to be filled in manually (state contribution, regional, local, other
public sources). Red cells will appear if the national co-financing inputs are not inserted.
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Total budget
Jotal Pubblic Cost - {Fr ibuti Benefciary | Bencfiiaty
EU cofinancing wamng Cost it [=2
) FA rale of Siatg Regianal ‘ Lacal et pubic |atiansl pubie| (o oocar | Co-faencing | fancing rale
a co-fnancing / d¢ & co-Tnancitg l.:anh'wlan) {vinere {urhere
tzaim ‘ s Neegegogel] FECHFED) sequired)
\gx(cidrezlih I bl
Lead Benefitiary 288.540,00 ES.0f%.  SLEEESO 0,00 (341 4,00; 1500%.  dEnio000 820! 0,00%
Heneficary 1700000 BEON X X 3 .80 200.000.00 ﬂ‘ﬂﬂm

r 5
Benefictary 2 £4,530,00 B 00% 756,207 | 1 103.620,00 2,00

Each project partner has to cover the national public co-financing (always 15% of the total public cost)
following the different Country system in providing national public contribution.

In the Application Form:

1. "State" field should be filled in if the co-financing share is provided by State resources (in force
of national law e.g. for ltaly, or when a Ministry — or other State body - is a partner contributing
with their own resources).

2. "Regional’ or "local’ field should be filled in by those partners who are regional or local public
authorities contributing their own sources as public contribution. Besides this case, inputs
should bhe inserted when regional/local public authorities provide national contribution to a
partner.

3. "Other puhlic' field should be filled in by those partners who are body governed by public law
cantributing their own resources as public contribution or when badies governed by public law
act as financial sponsor of a private partner.

in case Beneficiary falls into de minimis condition or is Slovenian private crganization (not in de
minimis condition), first they must insert the public/private co-financing rate due.

For instance — as the example shows — Beneficiary 1 falling into de minimis condition must indicate
15% (or more) as own co-financing rate and Beneficiary 2 which is Slovenian private organization
must indicate 5%. The figure of the co-financing will automatically appear.

Total budget | §
Total Pubblic Cast - (Programme contobution) otatpubtge | Benckehny | Beneliclary 1 Total i
EU cefinancing Hationz! public cofinancing Cost L EL! ala ’
BA BATeie of Slave Fiegions) Uscal | Dl ke JIABOR OB gpypen, | Co-finmncing | franchgmte | budget | ZZtet
a co-fhencing € 4 e t CO-ENCRG | cond oy | (S fubere 1 g=hai
e e h_!f':ﬁ,&' raquied) | requied)
o0 5 5 gzicedse=nm “w | izt
LeagHenefidary XI5 500 S2R5000 no0 oo 0,00 15,00%; IE2.400.00° \Aa,nu 0,00%
Beneficiary 1 EO0D0  EEOP% 0,00 0,00: 00 17000000 30.000,00 @
L E E . §
Bensficary 2 (E702.50 £5,00% .00 0,08 55710001 509000 @ i
. L :! - d

Eventually Beneficiaries must insert manually the public co-financing input. Total Public Cost (h) minus
IPA co-financing (&) gives the amount of the national public co-financing. That figure should be
inserted in one of the spaces dedicated to ‘National public co-financing' in relation to its source as
describe above.

Following our examples: (170.000,00-144.500,00)=25.500,00 for Beneficiary 1;
( 96.710,00-82.203,50)=14.506,50 for Beneficiary 2.

Total budget
“Total Pubtiic Cost - (| ibuli Eenafisiary | Bapaficlary Total
mmmmm B Gafinariing Tizlinal pabic cofinanciig [ w  Toid
BL B rais of Sinte Fagronal Tees ™ | Gilher pobic [HRERAI FUBIE | (puggramne | FO-0ANGNG | fimancny eate budget | ZZot
} co-financing c ¢ © ) G Mancisg | corpon | (Nere (swhere z=hsi
Eratt rale tekedy | requien)
[T
m i v
1.gaa Baneficary eeEmC) BSOB%  S2ESDED 2,00, 340000 po0 omon
L f g
Benallclany 1 18850000 8500% 200 oo 000 1500%  VIDGU0GD  3DESIAE  1500%
r
Banefciay 2 E220350, 5% 200 or 0.00 1E00%  SETN0  SOELOD  EO0
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If Beneficiaries made all the calculations correctly, the national public co-financing rate {(15%) is
automatically displayed.

In all the other cases, the total budget (z) is always automatically calculated as well as the IPA co-
financing (a). The Beneficiary has to calculate only the amount of the nationa! public co-financing.

‘5.3 Total budget overview per budget lines and per WP' and ‘5.4 Total spending forecast per WP and
per period’ are automatically filled in on the basis of the figures entered respectively in the
tables 5.5 and 5.6.

‘5.5 Beneficiaries’ budgets per budget lines and per WP’ and ‘5.6 Beneficiaries’ spending forecast per
WP and per period’ must be filled in manually. The totals are calculated automatically in the AF,
as well as the proportions showing the relation between the total amount and each work
package/budget line.

if some inconsistencies occur, below each table red error messages will appear, as shown in the
following image: ’

T ' N A o o o S | i

E5 T g m T ag0 Hedm® T agy

The WP-Tolels mstmetch 4, Wk peciees (WPIH /
Bareficiay's et >6(R4tdtd buoet (Eerefidary2)

Total byt Mgt be = 500.00and <= 500000

Badfiday's i < 100000 Bandiday)

“The medémumalioastiztod of WRD {prepartioncosts) is fimiied 10 1MORLR

3.4.8. Time Plan

This Section will be automatically filled on the basis of the starting and ending period indicated for
each action in the Work Packages Section.
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| §. 4. PROJECT APPLICATION, EVALUATION AND CONTRACTING

4.1. How to apply a project proposal

Project proposals must be completed in English, using exclusively the Application Form and the
templates provided by the Programme.

Only the Lead Applicant (that will be Lead Beneficiary, in case of approval) can submit the project
proposal: it means that the Lead Applicant has to collect the required documents from all involved
partners.

The project application must be submitted to the IPA-Adriatic Joint Technical Secrelarial (JTS) at the
latest by:

_ 29.0ctober.2009, by 06.00 p.m. Ialian {

The Lead Applicants and all partners must fill in all relevant documents included in the Application
Pack:

~ The Appiication Form.
- The Letter of intent from all Beneficiaries.

- The de minimis Declaration

The Lead Applicant must submit the Application Form both in electronic and paper version
following the proceduras described beiow carefully.

The Lead Applicant must send the hard copy of the following documents, in a unique sealed envelope:

~ Application Form: duly dated and signed in original handwriting by the Legal representative
(or authorized delegate) of the Lead Applicant. In case of signature by a delegate, please attach the
original of the delegation. The project will be rejected if the signature is not handwritien clearly in
ariginal.

- The Letters of intent: the Lead Applicant and each Beneficiary must fill in single Letter of intent,
duly dated and signed in original handwriting by the legal representative (or authorised delegate).
All Letters of intent can be sent only by the Lead Applicant, in original or in fax copies. in case of
signature by a delegate, please attach the delegation, in original or in fax copy. All Beneficiaries
listed in the Application Form must provide a Letter of intent; if missing the project will be rejected.

- The de minimis Declarations: the Lead Applicant and each Beneficiary must fill in the
Declarations in order to define its condition about the possible application of the de minimis rules.
All Declarations can be sent only by the Lead Applicant, in original or in fax copies. In case of
signature by a delegate, the delegation must be attached, in original or in fax copy.
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‘Fax copies must clearly show the date and the ori

The Lead Applicant must include in the project envelope an electronic version of the Application Form
(in the excel form, renamed "/PA CBC Adriatic_AF_<acronym>"), using an electronic devise (CDs
Rom, DVDs, USB pen-drive, elc.). The missing of the electronic version shall lead to the rejection of
the project proposal.

e elecironic version of ’Applica
identical to the printed one; in cas
hard’ copy pl'evalls. :

The complete project proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked as following:

"IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme - 1° Call for Proposal
Project application for Priority XX — Measure XX

Lead Applicant: {denomination and address)

Acronym of the profect proposal

Do not open”,

and sent to the following address:

by one of the following modalities:

» by registered mail by the 29.october.2009: in this case the post office stamp will constitute proof of
compliance with the deadiine given above.

» by express courier services: in this case, the envelop must arrive by the 29.october.2009, 06.00
p.m. Italian focal time to the JTS. The date of receipt will be noted by the JTS and communicated to
the Lead Applicant by e-mail.

If the project proposal hard copy includes one or mare documents in fax copies, the Lead Applicant
must collect the original of these documents and send them to the JTS with the same modalities and
rules described above (by registered mail or express courier). The documents must arrive to the JTS's
premises within 20 calendar days from the call deadline. Any delay will cause the project rejection,

' Faxed documents 1 _
e copies and the. orlgma] versions

same documents (i.e. different SIgnatures, date,
pro_}ect will be 1'e_]ected
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4.2. Project evaluation procedures

The Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) is responsible for the project evaluation and approval. The
JMC is supported by the Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS), and carries out its functions with the
assistance of the National/regional authorities and, if necessary, of external experts.

Project proposals evaluation procedure consists of 2 steps:
- Formal assessment.

- Quality assessment.

4.2.1. The formal assessment

The formal assessment is made by the Joint Technical Secretariat, under the responsibility of the Joint
Monitoring Commitiee. The procedure foresees 2 levels of control: the formal eligibility check and the

admissibility check.

A Formal eligibility check: at first, the JTS will check the applications against a set of formal
eligibility criteria, as following:
l Eligibility criteria 8§ of the

Galls

A) The Appllcatlon Form and its Annexes have been submitted in due time both in original and
electronic version according to the deadline set in the Call for proposal :

B) The Appllcatlon form hard copy version is dated and 5|gned in origlnal by the Iegal HE
representatwe of the Lead Appllcant or by a duly authorlsed persun =

C) AII the documents requlred for the Lead Appllcant and the project Benef iciaries have been
prowded inthe duly forms. .

D) The prolect proposal clearly |nd|cates the Measure to whlch it is referred | i §9 |
‘ E) The project proposal is in Engllsh Ianguage in all its pads and sect[ons l = §ar
’ F) The prcuect proposal is fuIIy compliant with all other rules of the application procedure of the ] i § 1
Call. B i

| Only applications fulfilling all the formal eligi
| criteria will pass to-the next admissibility check.-

B Admissibility check: the formal eligible projects will be checked by the JTS against a set of
admissibility criteria, as following:

; §§ of the .
R Admissibility criteria . :Calls/Other
; documents
’ A) Project fulfils the minimum cross-border parinership required by the Programme 1; _§ 7
’ B) The project budget is within the financial thresholds established by the call ’ §8
C) Beneficiaries have secured the public co-financing share, according to the national § 8/ Letter of
co-financing system, and the additional funding (where required) intent

ua o
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D) The Lead Beneficiaries and all the beneficiaries are eligible, according to the rules of

this Call for proposal §§5-6
E) Benefictaries acting under a state aid regime respect the relevant disciplines and § ?n:nt,.r’;:.:e

financial limits (de minimis regime). Declaration

F) Aclivities are located in eligible areas, according to the rule foreseen in this call for

propasal §5
i| @) Project partners cooperate in at least one of the ways foreseen in the Art. 895.2, Reg. : §9

(EC) n. 718/2007, H
:l H) The project dc.:.es.,.n't d‘up.lic.;ate .already financed project. I Lettt_ar of intent
i 1} The project excludes double financing. | Letter of in.tent

I Only application that fulfils all the above-mentioned
I admissibility eriteria will pass to the following quality

| assessment.

Applicants of not admissible projects will be informed about the reasons of rejection at the end of the
Formal Assessment phase.

If necessary to better achieve the formal check, the JTS can require from Applicants documents and
integrations in order to verify the fulfiiment of the formal assessment criteria.

Once the check is finished, the JTS communicates the results to the JMC, with a Report on formal
assessment of all the project proposals. The JMC approves the report, and the Managing Authority,
with the support of the JTS, communicates to the Lead Applicants the admissibility to the quality
assessment or the rejection of the project proposals. The communication must indicate the reasons of
the rejection.

4.2.2. The quality assessment

The JMC is responsible for the quality assessment of the project proposals, on the base of the
following evaluation grid:

Sections/ - Criteria Max

criteria n. value
Consistency with the Programme Strategy 24
Is the project in compliance with the Programme strategy, objectives and 9

Priorities?

Are the project objectives in compliance with the relevant EU policies and the
horizontal issues of the Programme, and are the activities and resuits in S
accordance with the relevant EU rules (regulations, directives, etc.)?

Are the project objectives coherent with the national policies of the Countries

participating in the operation? 4
Are ’(he project opjegﬁves coherent with the sub-national public policies relevant for 5
the involved territories?

Cross-border character of the intervention ! 20
How many Adriatic Countries are present in the project? (2 Countries: 1 point; from 5

3 o 4 Countries: 2 points; fram 5 to 7 points: 3 points; 8 Countries: 5 points).
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“‘ What are the project impacts on the Adriatic cooperation area? 7
What is the joint cooperation level of the project, according with the cross-border
cooperation critetia (joint development, joint implementation, joint staffing, joint 8

; financing)?

| R O3 ‘| Financial and management capacity 16
Does the Lead beneficiary have experience in cross-border or other international

1 project management and sufficient capacities (human resources, equipment, etc.) 6

| c. to ensure the good functioning of the project and coordination of a cross-border

; partnership? )

Do the project beneficiaries have technical capacities and expertise in the field of . e

‘ action of the project?

1 Do the beneficiaries have the experience and the capacity to manage the allocated 4
budget for the implementation of their activities? _
Quality of infervention i 28
Are the objectives and expected results of the project clearly defined and . 6
addressed to solve specific problems of the area?
Are the activities, the waork plan and the timetable clear, realistic and appropriate to 5
achisve the expected results and the objectives of the project? :
Are all beneficlaries adequate for achieving the foreseen objectives and are tasks L
and activities clearly and appropriately distributed among the Lead beneficiary and 8

2 ‘
- B

the partners?

Does the project establish an organized and operational management system, able
to ensure the adequate coordination of the partnership, the monitoring and
evaluation of the activities progress, and the communication and publicity of the
operation?

l Is the project innovatory and what added value does it develop? A
Do the project activities and results have the concrete and realistic possibility to 2
have a follow up after the end of the Programme contribution? SEE
Does the project represent a capitalization of previous cross-border cooperation g :
experiences? i
‘ : Ei I Budget of the project 12
“i Does the project budget represent value for maney? 7
| Are the estimated expenditures rationally quantified for the full and satisfactory | 5
: implementation of the foreseen activities?
100

No specific criteria per Measure are established, All the project proposals will be assessed on the
base of the general criteria as above described. The JMC carries out the quality assessment, with the
support of the JTS and the collaboration of the National/regional Authorities of the Programme and, if

necessary, of

The maximum score is 100, resulting from the sum of the points assigned for each section of the

external experts.

evaluation grid. A project proposal will not be eligible for funding if:

- ltachieves a score lower than 70 points.

- it does not achieve at least half the points foreseen in each section of the evaluation grid.
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Projects that do not fulfil both the above-mentioned minimum scores cannct be financed by the
Programme.

In case 2 or more projects have the same scores, priority will be given to projects that enhance the
higher score under the Section D “Quality of the intervention” of the evaluation grid. In case of further
equality, the priority will be given to projects with the higher score under the other Sections of the
evaluation grid, taking in account with the following order of precedence: Section A "Consistency with
the programme strategy”; Section B “Cross border character of the intervention”; Section C “Financial
and management capacity"; Section E “Budget of the project’.

At the end of the evaluation procedure, the JMC elaborates and approves a single ranking list of all
the formal eligible projects per Priority. The projects are financed according to the available budget of
these Calls for proposals and under the conditions set by the JMC.

After the quality assessment of the project, the JTS will require to the Lead Applicant of projects
eligible for funding to provide the following documents in order to verify the eligibility of all the funded
Beneficiaries:

- Cerlified copy of Statute or its relevant articles of the project Beneficiaries, proving the eligibility
of each partner (public bodies will not be required to provide this document).

- Certified copy of the final budget of the last 3 years, only for private organizations (profit and
non profit making). If the organization is less than 3 years funded, the final budget of the last 1
or 2 years must be provided.

- (in case) Certified copy of the nationaliregional/local official act which ensured the public
national co-financing where it is not automatically allocated by the state and it is not guaranteed
by public own resources.

These additional documents must be in English language. In case the original of the document is not
in English, the relevant Beneficiary must send a translated version in English accompanied with a
declaration (signed in originat by the legal representative or an authorized substitute) of compliance
with the original.

| In case the Lead Applicants do not provide the required
| documents in the duly form and in the time, or if the
| content of the documents reveals the ineligibility of one
| or more Beneficiaries, the project will be rejected and
| cancelled from the ranking list approved by the JMC.

The immediate following eligible project in the ranking
8 list will be funded.

The final ranking list will be published by the Managing Autherity according to the national and
regional regulation; it will be published also in the Programme website, according with the Article 62 of
the Regulation (EC) n. 718/2008. The Managing Authority, throughout the JTS, informs the Applicants
about the project evaluation result.

4.3. Contracting

After the conclusion of the evaluation procedure, the Lead Applicant of the projects selected for
funding will sign the Subsidy Contract with the Managing Authority of the Programme. Since this
formal act, it will be identified as Lead Beneficiary of the project selected.

The Subsidy Contract shall determine the rights and responsibilities of the Lead Beneficiary and the
Managing Authority, the reference to the activities to be carried out, terms of funding, requirements for
reporting and financial controls, etc. The Lead Beneficiary have to conclude a Partnership Agreement
with all other projects beneficiaries. The payment of public co-financing shares will follow the rules and
procedures established by each Programme participating Countries.
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In case of approval of a project with a private Lead Beneficiary, the L.ead Beneficiary will be asked to
provide, before the signature of the Subsidy Contract, proof that a financial guarantee is in force. It will
be a demand bank guarantee, issued by a national primary bank of Member States or Participating
Countries. The guarantee shall be issued for the total Programme contribution allocated to the project
and be valid until the final reimbursement by the Programme is made.

As general rule, the grant payments are made on a reimbursement basis. Payment claims are
transmitted by the Lead Beneficiary to the Managing Authority on behalf of the partners. Payments will
be made as soon as possible to the Lead Beneficiary's account by the Certifying Authority of the
Programme. Payments are made in EUR only. It is the responsibility of the Lead Partner to distribute
the funding among-the partners according to the expenses presented by each partner.

The Managing Authority will assign an advance ..
| to the Lead Beneficiary for the project start up, up to the
limit of 15% of Community contribution allocated to the

| project.

The expenditures incurred by Beneficiaries from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro and Serbia would be eligible only if that Countries signed the Financing Agreement with
EU Commission.

The advance payment is granted to Lead Beneficiaries under the condition that the Managing
Authority has yet received by the European Commission the Programme pre-financing, according to
the Article 128 of EC Regulation 718/2007.

4,4, Project implementation
Project proposals have to be planned in order to be able to start working immediately without the risk
of delay.

i All financing projects must reach an expenditure level at
| least of 30% of the total budget by the 315t October 2010.

The JMC may decide to reduce the Programme contribution to projects which do not reach that level
expenses,

During the project implementation, changes in its implementation rather than modification of the
structure of the budget can be allowed in some cases. All minor changes (e.g. change in contact
information, minor rescheduling of activities, small budget deviation under 20% rule} can be reported
as "adjustments” to the JTS through the periodical progress report. When this minor changes produce
small budget deviation under 20% rule, they must be justified and submitted to and approved by the
JTS._If the modifications envisaged go beyond 20% of the global budget or when they affect the
balance between the partners (whatever the amount} or project activities, they must be justified and
submitted to JTS before modification and validated by the JMC. The modifications should nof increase
the global budget of the project.
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AVVISO AGLI ABBONATI

Dal 2009 gli abbonamenti al Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo avranno decorrenza

dal 1° Gennaio al 31 Dicembre.

A seguito della DELIBERAZIONE 27.11.2008, n. 1140 di GIUNTA REGIONALE :
Aggiornamento del prezzo di abbonamento annuale al
“Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo” (BURA),
delle tariffe per le inserzioni e del costo del singolo Bollettino Ufficiale

si rende noto quanto segue:

e canone annuale dell’abbonamento al BURA: € 198,38
e Dollettino fino a 190 pagine: € 1,40 oltre € 0,90 per eventuali spese di spedizione

e Dollettino superiore a 190 pagine: € 2,80 oltre € 1,40 per eventuali spese di
spedizione

e inserzioni nel BURA: € 1,47 a rigo del testo da pubblicare (foglio uso bollo
massimo 61 battute a rigo)

e i lascia invariato (€ 1,81 a rigo) il prezzo delle inserzioni contenenti titoli o altro
con caratteri grandi o0 in grassetto

*kkkkk

AVVISO AGLI UTENTI

A seguito delle modifiche alla L.R. 63/1999
(art.12 L.R. n° 34 del 1 Ottobre 2007 - art.1 comma 113 L.R. n° 16 del 21 Novembre 2008),
si comunica che
"L’accesso al Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo, per via informatica,
e consentito gratuitamente a tutti i cittadini, i dati acquisiti non rivestono
carattere di ufficialita e legalita"

Si comunica che la sede del Bollettino Ufficiale della Regione Abruzzo
si e trasferita, causa sisma del 6 Aprile 2009,
in via Leonardo da Vinci - 67100 L’Aquila - c/o Palazzo Silone - Container n. 3
tel. 0862/363474 — fax 0862/363574
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